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Time: 1600 

Coast Guard Sector Houston-Galveston 
Marine Safety Information Bulletin 26-06 

 
Severe Weather and High Water Risk 

 
The Captain of the Port (COTP) is advising mariners of heavy rainfall due to a tropical circulation event that 
is approaching the area. This system is expected to produce widespread rainfall totals of 4�8 inches, with 
isolated amounts of 8�12 inches possible. A flash flood watch has been issued until Wednesday morning, 
increasing threat for excessive rainfall and flash flooding into mid next week and possibly beyond. Area 
watersheds, namely San Jacinto and Brazos River may be impacted. 
 
Gale force winds expected, storm surge, blinding rain reducing visibility, high tides, and San Jacinto River 
levels 6-8 ft are the major threats. 
 
All vessels and facilities are encouraged to begin planning to take preventive measures in advance of the 
storm. Such measures may include the following:  
  

 Barge fleet operators are urged to act immediately and prepare fleets to handle high run-off rates and 
strong currents. 

 All Houston-Galveston marine operations should take precautions accordingly as flash flooding can 
occur. 

 Dock side locations should secure any equipment that could be impacted by flooding and run off 
channel side. 

 Line handlers should be prepared to handle increased water levels due to run off and lay out storm 
lines as needed.  

 Bolivar Roads Anchorage may experience periods of closure due to gale winds.  
 Recreational Boaters should stay off the water in heavy weather and ensure moorings are secure. 
 Follow your organization�s heavy weather plan and take action. 
 Continue to Monitor the National Weather Service for most up-to-date forecasts. 

 
Based on current forecasts and anticipated rainfall amounts, there is an increased possibility that the Sector 
Houston-Galveston High Water Plan may enter the Action Phase. This phase is initiated when the Sheldon 
Gauge reaches a level of eight feet. Mariners and waterfront facilities should remain attentive to waterway 
conditions and be prepared for potential operational adjustments associated with elevated water levels. 
Additional notifications will be issued if activation of the Action Phase becomes necessary. 
 
Additional guidance regarding severe weather may be issued in the form of further Marine Safety 
Information Bulletins, Broadcast Notice to Mariners, or other forms as necessary. Please contact the Sector 
Houston-Galveston Command Duty Officer at (866) 539-8114 if you have any questions or comments. 
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