Best Management Practices for Local Businesses

Solution

National inventory shows approximately
542,000 USTs. Releases of petroleum fuel
ubstances through corrosion of parts,
improper installation, failure of piping
systems, sloppy fuel deliveries, and

improper operation and maintenance.

Ensure compliance with federal UST
requirements
www.epa.gov/oilspill
Consider local registration
programs for exempt
tanks. Consider local land-
use controls such as zoning,
use restrictions, permits and
setbacks.

Avoid excess use of chemicals.
Follow labeldirections on proper
use, storage and disposal.
Train employees on spill
control and response
protocols. Referto
manufacturer's material Safety
Data Sheets for specifichazard
descriptions

S ma I I and surfacewateréthfougﬁ“imprdpe'r
disposal practicesvia dischargeto sewers,

: septicsystems, dry wells, orthrough
Qu a nt |ty |mproperhandlug, haulingand
dlsposal Includes chemicals usedin

Chemical Use Cleaning, degreasing, polishing, paint

preparation, rustremoval, photo
processing, and medical practices.

Use alternativecleansing agents such
as phosphate free,
: 7 biodegradable detergents.
shing fz 5, there : Jutine Discourage use of solvent
Veh|C|e WaShlng : | rinse waters. Potent and emulsifier based agents.
ealth effect: s contaminants Install water- recycling
de oy damage, circulatc systems. Train employees on

spill control and response to
problems. Control and manage spills

Basic pollution prevention practices
such as erosion control and
sedimentation control

StO m Water : measurels;landuss |
controls; grassed swales;
Runoff

buffer strips; filter strips;
storm water capture and
detainment ponds, and
constructed wetlands.

Establish proper sitting criteria.
Specify appropriatedesign and
construction criteria. Establish
operation and maintenance
protocols. Analyze

gastrointestinal ||lness, cholaa, hepat assimilative capacity of soils
Aandtyphoid ifconsumed and receiving waterto
determine appropriatedensity of

septicsystem units. Consider
connectiontoa publicwater system

lmpropersitﬁng, ‘maintenance and use
may eontammateboth surfaceand

Septic Systems
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Frequenttestingcan
identify problemsand
prevent further

contamination

| | Regularpumpingofseptic
tanksisa preventative
measure

Polluted surfacewaters
often times willcontribut
to groundwater
contamination
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identify and protect
groundwater recharge
areasin yourcommunity

Well
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Identify household products
that are hazardousto the
environment
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/Applymgtoo much
pesticides and fertilizer, or
applyingittofrozen
ground will resultinthe
excess becoming run off
and contaminate waters.

Pesticides &
Fertilizer
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If pest control is necessary,
use natural pestcontrol
near groundwater
recharge areas.

Septic Tank
&

Take used motoroiland
otherHazardous
Household Wastetoa
recyclingcenter

Pollution
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12 Ways
To Protect
Your
Drinking
Water
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Topsoil actsas a filter for
groundwater; arecharge
area with healthy topsoil

groundwater supply
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Encourage properdisposal \
of Household Hazardous
Waste and start a HHW
Pick-up Program inyour
community
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Soil testingis inexpensive
and will provideinformation
as to how much or how
little fertilizer is needed on
your lawn or garden.

Soil Testing
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DO NOT FlushUnusedor

Unwanted Medication

Down The Drain!

Find a Prescription Drug

Drop Box Location.
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TO FLUSH OR NOT TO FLUSH?

How can you prevent
pharmaceuticals from
getting to our water

resources®?

Contact your water or wastewater
utility regarding drug their take back
program and the date of the next
take back day. Please use QR code
or website link to see a map of
dropboxes in your area.

Is flushing the only
way these medicines
are getting into the
environment?

No, when we swallow medicines
anything our body cannot use is
released and makes its way to our
septic or wastewater systems. Septic
Systems and Wastewater Systems are
not able to treat and remove these
pharmaceuticals and therefore they are
being released back into the surface
waters, which seep down to the
groundwater and into our drinking water.

See other side for 7 easy steps to dispose of medications at home.

What is the problem with disposing
of your medicines by flushing down
a toilet or sink drain®?

Recent discoveries of pharmaceutically polluted waters and
abnormal fish are raising fears that our abundant use of drugs
may be harming the ecosystem in unforeseen ways.
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7 Steps to at Home Pill Disposal

Keep the medicines in the original
container. This will help identify the
contents if they are accidentally ingested.

Mark out your name and prescription
number for safety.

For pills, add some water or soda to start
dissolving the medication. For liquids, add
something inedible like cat litter or dirt.

Close the lid and secure with duct tape or
packing tape.

(non-see-through) container like a coffee
can or plastic laundry bottle.

Place the bottle(s) inside an opaque 1
Tape the container closed. }

Hide the container in the trash. Do NOT put in
the recycle bin.

salolonloplonlorlen

See other side for reasons NOT to flush you medications




