
MMPA Milk Donation to Flint, Michigan



ONE CENTURY 
STRONG

1,200
DAIRY FARMS

5 Billion 
LBS. OF MILK

Integrity Leadership Progressive CommunityQuality



§ 1,200 member farms
§ Members in Michigan, Ohio, 

Indiana and Wisconsin.
§ Markets 5 billion pounds of 

milk annually.
§ 10th largest dairy cooperative 

in the United States.
§ Founded in 1916

Michigan Milk Producers Association 



Ovid
Constantine

Novi:
HQ

MMPA 
Locations

Products made at Ovid 
& Constantine Plants:  
Butter, Cream, 
Condensed Milk, Dry 
Milk Powders, and 
Specialty Blends.

Middlebury, IN

Middlebury Plant:

Colby, Monterey-jack 
and Cheddar type 
cheeses.  



Flint Water Crisis
• Drinking water contamination began in April 2014
• City of Flint had changed drinking water source from the 

Detroit system to water from the Flint River 
• Corrosive water caused lead from the city’s old pipes to 

enter the water
• Residents experienced elevated levels of lead in their 

blood. Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha brought national attention 
to elevated levels of lead in children 

• City declared State of Emergency on Jan. 5, 2016



From Farm to Flint in 96 Hours

Jan. 18

• Meeting with MSU 
Extension

• Need for good 
nutrition to families 
in Flint discussed

• Approval from board 
of directors to 
donate milk to Flint

Jan. 19

• Agreement with Kroger 
for processing reached.

• Quickway Carriers 
agreed to provide 
transportation 

Jan. 22

• Milk delivered to Food 
Bank of Eastern 
Michigan in Flint

• Media event hosted at 
food bank

• Attention generated by 
support from Dr. Mona 
Hanna-Attisha at media 
event 





Focusing on Nutrition

• Lead-fighting nutrients: Calcium, Vitamin C 
and Iron.

• MSU Extension flyer distributed with each 
gallon of milk highlights the importance of 
lead-fighting nutrients

• Milk provided as a needed item in the 
community as many other groups were 
donating bottled water

• Support from Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, 
Hurley Children’s Hospital, in donation 



Members Committed to Community
• As a cooperative, community is a core value for MMPA
• Members and industry partners supportive of donation efforts 
• Members response to ask what more we could do to help Flint. After 

success of first donation, MMPA made second donation of 12,000 
gallons in conjunction with National Ag Day in March

• Resolution passed by delegates at MMPA’s 100th Annual Meeting in 
support of donation efforts



The Value of Partnerships

Existing relationships enabled MMPA to respond quickly when needed. 



JANUARY

12,096
gallons of 
2% milk

MARCH

12,096
gallons of 
2% milk+ +

Milk donated by MMPA. 
Processing and packaging 

donated by Kroger. 
Transportation from Livonia 

to Flint provided by 
Quickway

Milk donated by MMPA. 
Processing and packaging donated 

by Kroger. Transportation from 
Livonia to Flint provided by a 
grant through United Dairy 

Industry of Michigan

Milk donated by MMPA 
as part of centennial 
anniversary donation 

JULY & AUGUST

12,672
gallons of 
2% milk

Total: 36,864 gallons of milk for Flint in 2016









Centennial Anniversary Donation
• At the 100th Annual State Delegate 

Meeting on March 24, MMPA 
announced a donation of 100 gallons 
of milk per day for one year to the 
Food Bank Council of Michigan.

• FBCM to distribute the milk to their 
network of food banks in all counties 
of Michigan. 
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