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Cooperative Extension Service
What is Extension ?

Federally affiliated with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture

Affiliated with Land‐ and Sea‐Grant colleges and 
universities in every state

Serves every county in the country

Takes university research to the people through 
non‐formal education

Coordinates the 4‐H Clubs, the Master Gardner 
Program, and many more non‐formal programs

“A 
Collaboration 
of Land Grant 
University 
Extension 

Professionals”



Land-Grant System



Cooperative Extension Roles
Agricultural & Food 
Biosecurity

Agricultural Systems 

Animals & Animal 
Products

Biotechnology & 
Genomics

Economics & 
Commerce 

Education

Families, Youth & 
Communities Food, 
Nutrition & Health

International

Natural Resources & 
Environment

Pest Management 

Plants & Plant Products 

Technology & Engineering

Disaster Education



www.eden.lsu.edu

http://www.eden.lsu.edu/


A collaborative multi-state effort by Land-
Grant institutions across the country to share
education resources to reduce the impact of
natural and man-made disasters through:

Interdisciplinary and multi‐state research 
and education programs addressing 
disaster mitigation, preparation, 
response and recovery; 

Linkages with federal state and local 
agencies and organizations; 

Credible and reliable information 

What is EDEN?



EDEN is:
243 Delegates from 67 different institutions 
with expertise in 75 disciplines



Extension Disaster Education 
Network  (EDEN)



Disaster topics

Expert contacts

Land Grants 

Disaster links

The EDEN Web Site



Established Partnerships
DHS
FEMA
VOAD
State Departments of Agriculture
State Departments of Health
State and Local Emergency Management
CART, SART
NPDN, NAHLN
Many others

Extension Disaster Education 
Network  (EDEN)



EDEN at Work



On-line Curriculums





Develop a toolbox to 
help counties write an 
Agriculture Emergency 
Annex to their local 
emergency management 
plan

Pilot States:   
CO, KY, MO, NE, 
NM, PA, SC, TN, TX, 
UT





Dave Filson

State Program Leader,  Emergency Preparedness
and Rural Health and Safety

Penn State Cooperative Extension

Extension Disaster Education Network – EDEN, Chair



http://www.nass.usda.gov/research/2002mapgallery/economics/valueprodsold.html



‐‐ in many states 

it is one of 

the largest industries



http://www.ers.usda.gov/Data/FarmIncome/firkdmuXLS.ht
m

United States:  
Leading commodities for cash receipts, 2007

Value of receipts

Net farm income $86 Billion



Markets, 

Expenses, 

Income, 

Land values, 

Land use limitation













IDENTIFY vulnerable areas of production and management

PRIORITIZE areas to strengthen

Create an ACTION PLAN specific to your operation

Develop an accurate INVENTORY of your assets

Identify and engage LOCAL CRITICAL SERVICES

Find additional HELP







This multi‐state collaborative project has 
utilized the expertise of Cooperative 
Extension professionals from multiple Land‐
Grant universities in the development of a 
set of disaster planning and continuity of 
operations modules for each of the major 
agriculture commodities.  



Developed by Cooperative Extension faculty and staff from

Cornell University – Ellen Abend ela4@cornell.edu
University of Maryland – Pam King  pking@umd.edu
The Pennsylvania State University – Dave Filson dfilson@psu.edu

– Ken Kephart kbk2@psu.edu
Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey – Rick vanVranken

vanvranken@aesop.rutgers.edu
The University of Vermont – Julie Smith  Julie.M.Smith@uvm.edu

– Glenn Rogers  glenn.rogers@uvm.edu
University of Illinois at Urbana‐Champaign – Emerson Nafziger
Oklahoma State University – Derrell S. Peel and David Lalman

mailto:ela4@cornell.edu
mailto:pking@umd.edu
mailto:dfilson@psu.edu
mailto:kbk2@psu.edu
mailto:vanvranken@aesop.rutgers.edu
mailto:Julie.M.Smith@vum.edu
mailto:glenn.rogers@uvm.edu


PROJECT FUNDED BY USDA/CSREES

Cooperative State Research,Cooperative State Research,
Education, and Extension ServiceEducation, and Extension Service
CSREES advances knowledge for agriculture, the environment, human health and 
well-being, and communities through national program leadership and federal assistance.







FACILITIES AND MATERIALS.    FACILITIES AND MATERIALS.    
Real property

Structures

Equipment

Supplies

Animal/plant areas

Feed

Water



PEOPLE.   
Anyone with access

Family

Workers

Service people

Sales/delivery personnel

Customers

Public

Unwanted visitors



PLANNING AND PRACTICE. 
Normal routine activities

Daily/seasonal

Regular production practices

Normal biosecurity practices



REVIEW AND UPDATE. 
Items that should be reviewed regularly

Insurance

People/animal movement

Security equipment

Inventories

Worker training

First aid training

Contact list

Response plans



The STATUS column 
“yes”‐‐ already addressed

“no” ‐‐ still an issue

The PRIORITY column 
“High” ‐‐ very important to the operation

‐‐ should be addressed soon

“Low” ‐‐ not as important

‐‐ implementation can be delayed

This information is used to create the 
ACTION PLAN































Calf 
barn

Dry cow 
& heifer 
barn

Feed 
barn

Milk cow barn

Holding 
area

B 
T 
R

Milking 
parlor

Tool 
shed

M&S

Homestead

Create farmstead map with location of fuel, chemical, 
pesticides, fertilizers, animal medicines, etc.





Through various national networks such as EDEN, 
Cooperative Extension, Farm Bureau, FSA, NRCS, 
eXtension, and commodity associations, the material 
will be promoted and incorporated into educational 
programs for producers.  Ready AG will provide an 
educational tool for production agriculture to plan and 
prepare for disastrous events that have a significant 
impact on the sustainability of production agriculture 
for producers and the industry.



David Filson
Emergency Preparedness & Response Coordinator,

and Partnership Expansion Leader 
Penn State Cooperative Extension

220 Special Services Building
University Park, PA   16802

Phone:  814-863-6424      Email: DFilson@psu.edu
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