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Thanks for joining us a few minutes early.

We will start promptly at 10 am!

To earn your CIU’s you must stay on this webinar the full time and answer the final poll question at the end.  Thank you!

IMPORTANCE OF FALL PROTECTION IN THE 
ROOFING INDUSTRY



Thank you to our Sponsors:

Industry Leader

Silver Sponsors

Thank you!
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Topics
• Why is Fall Protection Important?
• Statistics
• Case Studies

• Discussion
– How can OSHA work with you to make a 

change in the industry?

• Questions 



TOTAL FATALITIES

2019 Fatal Injuries (Bureau of Labor Statistics)
Industry Total 

Fatalities
Falls Transportation Exposure to 

Substance or 
Environment

Contact 
with 
Objects

Violence

Construction/ 
Extraction

1066 408 252 169 162 58

Construction 
Trades

809 349 159 133 122 39

Roofers 111 93 4 8 - 4

38% of construction fatalities were from falls
83% of roofing fatalities were from falls



TOTAL FATALITIES

2020 Fatal Injuries (Bureau of Labor Statistics)

Industry Total 
Fatalities

Falls Transpor-
tation

Exposure to 
Substance or 
Environment

Contact 
with 
Objects

Violence

Construction/ 
Extraction

976 345 213 184 167 15

Construction 
Trades

771 295 155 153 128 33

Roofers 88 69 5 11 - 3

35% of construction fatalities were from falls
78% of roofing fatalities were from falls



Fatality Rate in Roofing
2019 Fatal Injury Rates (Bureau of Labor Statistics)*

Industry Fatal Injury Rate
All Industries 3.5

Construction 12.9
Electricians 7.2
Plumbers/Pipefitters 6.1
Carpenters 7.9
Helpers (Construction Trades) 40.0
Roofers 54.0 

Fishing and hunting workers 145.0
Logging 68.9
Aircraft Pilots and Flight Engineer 61.8

*Fatal Injury Rate = number of fatal occupational injuries per 100,000 
full-time equivalent workers

At a rate of 54.0, there is one fatality for every 1851 full-
time workers.

Roofing was the 4th 
deadliest occupation in 

2019



Fatality Rate in Roofing
2020 Fatal Injury Rates (Bureau of Labor Statistics)*

Industry Fatal Injury Rate
All Industries 3.4

Construction 13.5
Electricians 8.0
Plumbers/Pipefitters 5.2
Carpenters 7.8
Helpers (Construction Trades) 43.3
Roofers 47.0

Fishing and hunting workers 132.1
Logging 91.7
Aircraft Pilots and Flight Engineer 34.3

*Fatal Injury Rate = number of fatal occupational injuries per 100,000 
full-time equivalent workers

Roofing was the 3rd

deadliest occupation in 
2020



Fatal Fall Incidents in 
Construction

Fall Incidents in Construction – 228 (OIS CY19 Data)

Roofs 62

Holes/Skylights 33

Ladders 31

Scaffolding/Elevated Platforms 48

Walking-working Surfaces 54

 Communication Towers – 2 (falls only)



Roofing Fatality Report 2010-2020
650 OSHA Fatality Investigations

https://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/AccidentSearch.search?p_logger=1&acc_description=&acc_Abstract=&acc_keyword=&Fatal=fatal&sic=&naics=2381
60&Office=All&officetype=All&endmonth=01&endday=01&endyear=2010&startmonth=12&startday=31&startyear=2020&InspNr=

https://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/AccidentSearch.search?p_logger=1&acc_description=&acc_Abstract=&acc_keyword=&Fatal=fatal&sic=&naics=238160&Office=All&officetype=All&endmonth=01&endday=01&endyear=2010&startmonth=12&startday=31&startyear=2020&InspNr=
https://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/AccidentSearch.search?p_logger=1&acc_description=&acc_Abstract=&acc_keyword=&Fatal=fatal&sic=&naics=238160&Office=All&officetype=All&endmonth=01&endday=01&endyear=2010&startmonth=12&startday=31&startyear=2020&InspNr=


Roofing Contractor Citations
FY 2021



Lack of Fall Protection in 
Roofing is Still Common

• Photo from a 
roofing 
advertisement on 
the internet



Construction Fatal Fall 
Incidents

Fatal Fall Incidents in Construction - From one level to another (320)

Type of Construction Number Percent

Roofing 77 23%

Residential Building 67 20%

Plumbing and HVAC 24 7%

Nonresidential Building 20 6%

Painting and Wall Covering 17 5%

Heavy and Civil Engineering 16 5%

Electrical 15 5%
Source: BLS 2018 CFOI Data



Construction Focus Four

The actual breakdown of the causes of fatalities on 
construction sites in 2018 is as follows (numbers are a 
percentage of the 1,008 total construction-related 
fatalities that occurred in 2018):
 Falls: 338 (33.5%);
 Struck by object: 112 (11.1%);
 Electrocutions: 86 (8.5%);
 Caught in/between: 55 (5.5%).
Note: These "Fatal Four" were responsible for more than half (58.6%) the construction worker deaths in 2018, BLS reports.  Eliminating the Fatal Four would save 591 workers' 
lives in America every year.

https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0330.htm


Percent of Fatal Falls to Lower Levels Comparison: 
2017 vs 2018

• A total of 615 work-related fatal falls to a lower level were recorded in 2018, down nearly 14% from 2017.
• Of the cases where height of fall was known (504 cases), 45 percent (227) were falls of 15 feet or less.
• Slightly more than one in five with known height were from more than 30 feet.
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Non-Fatal Injury and Ilness Rates in Roofing

2019 Injury and Illness Rates (Bureau of Labor Statistics)*
Industry Total Recordable Rate DART
All Industries 3.0 1.6

Construction 2.8 1.7
Electricians 2.2 1.2
Plumbers/Pipefitters 3.5 2.0
Carpenters 3.3 2.2
Helpers (Construction Trades) 40.0
Roofers 4.8 3.5

Fishing and hunting workers 4.6 3.2
Logging 2.7 2.3

*Number of Injuries and Illnesses per 100 full-time 
workers



Costs of an Injury
to the Employer

• Direct Costs
– Doctor Fees
– Ambulance Fees
– Hospital and ER Fees
– Medications
– Rehabilitation Services

• Indirect Costs
– Lost production time
– Increase insurance
– Hire, train, replace 

worker
– Repairs to 

property/equipment
– Accident investigation
– Low morale, turnover



Costs of an Injury
to the Worker

• Lost Wages

• Reduced Earning Capacity
– Unable to work during rehab
– Diminished productivity even after recovery
– Unable to return to same trade





Safety Pays

Investing in Safety:
 saves lives
 prevents injuries 
 saves you money

 Workplace injuries and fatalities 
cost our economy $171 billion in 
2019. (NSC Injury Facts)

 Even one workplace injury can 
have a huge financial impact on 
small businesses

 Employers with good safety 
records attract and retain good 
employees



www.osha.gov/safetypays/



Case Studies• Townhome 
complex with 
many structures

• Roof eaves 25 
feet

• More than 50 
roofers

• One ladder on the 
site

• How do I get 
down?



Case Studies

• Kentucky FACE 
program

• 2 roofers with no fall 
protection

• 18-20mph wind, 
33mph gusts

• Gust caused both to 
lose balance and fall 
off

• 1 roofer fatally injured



Compliance Assistance
Resources



https://www.osha.gov/contactus/bystate

Find an OSHA Office

https://www.osha.gov/contactus/bystate
https://www.osha.gov/contactus/bystate


Compliance Assistance

www.osha.gov

https://www.osha.gov/residential-fall-protection/compliance-assistance

https://www.osha.gov/stop-falls

http://www.osha.gov/
https://www.osha.gov/residential-fall-protection/compliance-assistance
https://www.osha.gov/stop-falls


OSHA Consultation

https://www.osha.gov/consultation
https://www.osha.gov/consultation


National Safety Stand Down

Visit https://www.osha.gov/stop-falls-stand-down or 
contact John Olaechea at olaechea.john@dol.gov for 
more information on participating

https://www.osha.gov/stop-falls-stand-down
mailto:olaechea.john@dol.gov


OSHA Consultation
• Free
• Confidential
• On-site audits
• Training
• Sampling/Monitoring
• Program review and 

development
• Cut medical expenses, 

reduce injury rates, and 
lower workers 
compensation costs

http://csu-
cvmbs.colostate.edu/academics/er
hs/osha/Pages/default.aspx

http://csu-cvmbs.colostate.edu/academics/erhs/osha/Pages/default.aspx


OSHA Compliance Assistance

• Regional Compliance 
Assistance Newsletter

• To be added, send a 
request to 
olaechea.john@dol.gov

mailto:olaechea.john@dol.gov


DISCUSSION

• How can OSHA work with the 
roofing industry to increase the 
use of fall protection?

• What do you want to see from 
us?



Disclaimer

• This information has been developed by an OSHA Compliance Assistance 
Specialist and is intended to assist employers, workers, and others as they 
strive to improve workplace health and safety.  While we attempt to 
thoroughly address specific topics, it is not possible to include discussion of 
everything necessary to ensure a healthy and safe working environment in 
a presentation of this nature.  Thus, this information must be understood as 
a tool for addressing workplace hazards, rather than an exhaustive 
statement of an employer’s legal obligations, which are defined by statute, 
regulations, and standards.  Likewise, to the extent that this information 
references practices or procedures that may enhance health or safety, but 
which are not required by a statute, regulation, or standard, it cannot, and 
does not, create additional legal obligations.  Finally, over time, OSHA may 
modify rules and interpretations in light of new technology, information, or 
circumstances; to keep apprised of such developments, or to review 
information on a wide range of occupational safety and health topics, you 
can visit OSHA’s website at www.osha.gov.



Working Together, We Can Help

www.osha.gov
800-321-OSHA (6742)
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