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Timothy Carter
Bell-Carter Foods, LLC

Steven Mavity
Bumble Bee Seafoods, LLC

Jim Lipman
California Olive Ranch
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Supply Company
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ConAgra Brands, Inc.
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Products
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Mariani Packing  
Company, Inc.

Chris Rufer
The Morning Star  
Packing Company
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Michael Fuerst
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Food Company  
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San Benito Food, 
Toma-Tek

Mike Smyth
Olam Food  
Ingredients

Chris Ward
Pacific Coast  
Producers
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Processors, LLC

James Sherwood
VSP Products

William Smittcamp
Wawona Frozen  
Foods

Richard Wilbur
Wilbur Packing  
Company

Patrick Ricchiuti
ENZO Olive Oil Company

Lee Anderson
General Mills, Inc.

Steven Gill
Gills Onions, LLC

Corey Giuliano
Giulianos’ Specialty  
Foods

Michael Wood
Hilmar Cheese  
Company

Stephen Nazaroff
Horizon Nut Company

Gregory Pruett
Ingomar Packing 
Company, LLC

Nick Kastle
J.G. Boswell  
Tomato Co., LLC
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Kagome, Inc.

CHAIR
Patrick V. Ricchiuti

ENZO Olive Oil Company
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 SECOND VICE CHAIR
Mike Smyth
Olam Spices

CLFP Board of Directors



	 California League of Food Producers	 3                    	 California League of Food Producers	 3                    

CLFP Board of Directors



4  	 California Food Producer WINTER, 2022

With the ongoing truck driver shortage, 
limited availability of intermodal 
equipment, and monumental delays 
getting cargo into and out of the ports, 
2021 was a logistical nightmare for 
many companies. Federal Maritime 
Commissioner Carl Bentzel recently 
stated that “this is the largest U.S. 
shipping meltdown since World War II” 
and that, as a result, “the just-in-time 
logistical system is broken.”    

Resolving this problem may take a long time. The trucking 
industry needs thousands of new drivers, but most 
freight companies have had limited success in attracting 
and keeping new entrants and coping with regulations 
regarding independent contractors. Due to a lack of 
investment in automation and restrictive union rules, 
U.S. ports are generally far less productive than overseas 
ports such as Singapore, Hong Kong, and Rotterdam. 

The newest generation of container ships are so large 
they can only dock at a few port terminals on the West 
Coast, creating logistical bottlenecks. The largest 
container ships in service are about 1,300 feet long and 
can carry nearly 24,000 20-foot container equivalents. 
The impact of these enormous ships is exacerbated by 
insufficient port container storage space and highway 

Weak Links in the Supply Chain

President & CEO Message

 Rob Neenan 
     President/CEO

There is clearly 

a need for major 

investment in new 

technology and 

infrastructure such 

as inland ports and 

dedicated rail lines 

to the ocean ports. 



Longtime President Rob 
Neenan Announces Plans 
to Retire at Board Meeting
CLFP’s Fall Board of Directors Meeting 
was held October 21 in Modesto. During 
the meeting, longtime President & CEO 
Rob Neenan announced he plans to retire 
this summer. The Executive Committee 
will conduct a search for his replacement.

Vaughn Koligian, former CLFP board 
member and now President of the Safe 
Food Alliance, was a guest speaker and 
discussed ways the two organizations 
could work jointly on multiple projects.

Financial reports were reviewed and 
reports on legislative and regulatory 
issues were presented by CLFP Govern-
ment Affairs Directors Trudi Hughes and 
John Larrea.

The Annual Board of Directors Meeting 
will be held May 5–6 in Monterey.

Weak Links in the Supply Chain
traffic congestion around the ports. The ocean carriers, 
which are all foreign-flag, have limited incentive to 
reduce congestion and lower freight rates. The Federal 
Maritime Commission lacks the authority, and the will, 
to take aggressive action. All of these issues add costs 
and headaches to the supply chain.

President Biden ordered the Federal Maritime Commis-
sion to investigate allegations that the ocean shipping 
lines are assessing unfair demurrage and other surcharges 
and are not providing competitive rates and services. 
Congress is considering action, and there is clearly a 
need for major investment in new technology and infra-
structure such as inland ports and dedicated rail lines to 
the ocean ports. This may take many years to accomplish, 
and in the meantime, it may be a bumpy road ahead for 
California food exporters.
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Ports and the Supply Chain

CLFP posed some questions  
to Andrew Hwang, Manager  
of Business Development and 
International Marketing, Port 
of Oakland, about the role of 
ports in supply chain issues. 
Here’s what he had to say.

Any forecasts on how long the supply chain problems  
will continue?  
Right now, the consensus in reports that I have read is that 
we will see elevated volumes through the end of 2022.

In your opinion what are the top problems that need to 
be solved before the supply crisis will dissipate?  
The supply chain is exactly that. It is a chain so if there is one 
problem, it creates problems down-line and upstream. There 
is not one single culprit in the supply chain. However, if there is 
an over-arching factor, it would be the shift to online shipping 
and the elevated demand for products due to COVID. Once 
experiential spending comes back, hopefully we will see relief.

Were White House actions helpful? Did they address 
the key problems? 
It is too early to tell. The actions are well intended, but it 
usually takes a long time before the real effects can be seen 
and quantified.

Would additional inland ports be of benefit to the 
goods movement in CA? 
Additional inland ports may be beneficial if they are in the 
right place and have a specific role in the supply chain. The 
inland port would need to be financially sustainable during 
normal times and not just during times of upheaval.

In your opinion, has the threat of AB 5 contributed to 
the supply chain crisis?  If so, in what way?  
AB 5 has not yet been finalized so it is difficult to tell what  
its affect on the supply chain crisis is.

How does the situation at Oakland differ from the 
southern CA ports?  
Oakland has increased it’s labor pool on the docks by 16% 
since Q1 2021. This helped us whittle down the congestion we 
were facing during Q2 2021 and part of Q3 2021. Right now, 
we are operating below capacity and are open for business.
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Editor’s Note: The Port of Oakland has 
announced plans to launch an interagency 
effort to improve the flow of agricultural 
exports. The program involves the use of 
additional yard space and equipment, 
restored export ship calls and assistance 
to export users. The goal is to provide 
relief to agricultural exporters who are 
facing shortages of export capacity and 
skyrocketing logistics costs. The Port will 
open and operate a 25-acre off-terminal, 
paved container yard equipped to move 
containers off chassis and store them for 
rapid pick-up. The yard will provide access 
to equipment and provide faster truck 
turns without having to wait for in-terminal 
space. Agriculture exporters will be 
assisted by federal and state agricultural 
agencies to use the yard. 

Is Oakland running at capacity? Why aren’t more  
carriers using Oakland?  
We are working with carriers to re-instate services that are 
skipping Oakland due to the extreme delays in Southern 
California. 

What are some of the problems facing ag exports in  
California that you’re hearing?  
Oakland exporters are having a difficult time getting to 
certain markets due to schedule reliability that will not allow 
their cargo to make the trans-shipment vessel. There are also 
not enough vessels weekly right now to handle the export 
demand.

What steps can be taken to address ag export issues?  
The Port of Oakland has been working with our stakeholders 
through webinars, our Truckers’ Work Group and our Port Effi-
ciency Task Force to provide the most updated information 
that we have. Ag Exporters can help get services reinstated 
by contacting their ocean carriers executives and advise of 
their need for the services to be reinstated to Oakland.



Blockchain
What is the next technology that will 

transform the food and ag industry? 

What will astute leaders be devoting 

attention to these next couple years?

One that’s secure, fast and completely transparent. 
Here’s how IBM, one of the leaders in blockchain 
usage, defines it:

Ideal for delivering information because it 
provides immediate, shared and completely 
transparent information stored on an 
immutable ledger that can be accessed only 
by permissioned network members. A block-
chain network can track orders, payments, 
accounts, production and much more. And 
because members share a single view of the 
truth, you can see all details of a transaction 
end to end, giving you greater confidence, as 
well as new efficiencies and opportunities.

Once you get a handle on the fundamentals,  
possibilities start to open up. What’s coming next? 
Here’s what we foresee:

Blockchain is perceived as a tool for the 
mega companies.
When survey participants were asked to name an ag 
or food company using blockchain today, IBM and 
Walmart were perceived as the top leaders in the 
space. AgriChain and Ripe.IO garnered attention too. 
Right now, blockchain is seen as something only the 
giants can afford to invest in. But that’s changing.

Blockchain will likely be common in  
companies of all sizes soon.
Over two-thirds of survey participants said their 
companies are at least “somewhat interested” in 
blockchain tech. So what’s stopping them from  
relying on blockchain’s capabilities?

The answer is blockchain. 
We’re confident in this; because people like you have 
told us so.

In a recent survey focused on managers and directors 
in the agriculture, food or agri-food markets, only 
13.2 percent said their company is currently conducting 
work regarding blockchain technology—but 49 percent 
said they believe their company will do so in the next 
three years.

That’s just one of the fascinating findings that 
emerged from C.O.nxt’s industry survey, distributed in 
partnership with Stratovation Group.But before we 
dive in, let’s pause on the most basic question. 

What is blockchain? 
Because while the buzz for blockchain is growing right 
now, many still aren’t quite sure precisely what it is 
and how the technology would work in their systems.

So a quick primer. 
While blockchain’s details and applications can be 
complex, the fundamentals are simple. Blockchain is a 
decentralized database (as opposed to a traditional 
database, like a server) that is comprehensive of all 
aspects of a product’s production and supply chain. 

Five Things You Need to Know About

th
e
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Blockchain Timeline

Understanding and knowledge are the top 
barriers to adopting blockchain technology.
Blockchain can be dense. There is a steep learning 
curve of both language and scope that serves as a 
barrier to entry. Our survey found that “understanding” 
and “knowledge” are currently most likely what’s 
holding most companies back. But like most new 
innovations, once the dam breaks, it will be found 
everywhere (and fast). As more and more companies 
start to use it, the pressure will increase to learn and 
keep up. What will newcomers find?

It’s much more than cryptocurrency.
Crypto and blockchain go hand-in-hand in many 
consumers minds. Digging into our collective industry, 
the most agri-food blockchain opportunities exist in 
traceability and connecting the dots in the supply 
chain the survey participants believe, along with 
commerce and food-safety optimization to a lesser 
extent. It is most definitely a big-picture technology, 
with capabilities to impact almost every part of busi-
ness, especially within the Agri-food sector.

Blockchain is way more than crypto. There are oppor-
tunities in supply chain, food tracing and food security.

What does this all mean?
All signs point to blockchain surging throughout the 
industry. It’s a vital technology that provides opportu-
nities and solutions in supply chain, food tracing, food 
security and more.

If you aren’t in the know about blockchain, it’s time to 
learn as much as you can. And if you have a grasp on 
the fundamentals, becoming an expert would be a 

smart step to putting your company in a position to 
grow and thrive.

At C.O.nxt, we’re always here to help. If you want to 
see more from the research or start a deeper conver-
sation—reach out. We’re all going to be talking more 
about this in the next few years. So stay with us as 
we continue to learn together how blockchain can add 
innovation to the agri-food sector.

C.O.nxt Insight
Our team of subject matter experts focuses on food 
and agriculture—farm field to processing to entrée 
on a plate. We can help you build a new brand, 
protect an old one or target customers to foster sales.  
Let’s talk when the time is right to handle your next 
strategic marketing and communications challenge: 
Marcy Tessmann, marcy@co-nxt.com.

Our research partner, Stratovation Group, provides 
unique and proprietary insights like these for leaders 
serving all aspects of the agri-food value chain. Learn 
how data-driven decision making can provide new 
opportunities and solve old challenges for  
your business; reach out to: Cam Camfield,  
Cam@StratovationGroup.com.

Over two-thirds of survey 
participants said their  
companies are at least  
‘somewhat interested’ in  
blockchain tech.
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Article produced by C.O.nxt



F O O D  P R O C E S S I N G

February 15 & 16, 2022
SAFE Credit Union Convention Center 

in Sacramento, California
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We are back in Sacramento and looking 
forward to welcoming new participants as 
well as exhibitors and attendees who have 
come for many years.

The Food Processing Expo returns to Sacramento following the 
completion of renovations to the recently renamed SAFE Credit 
Union Convention Center. The Expo, the largest event of its kind 
in California, attracts a wide variety of attendees, including 
CLFP member food processors, non-member processors, those 
with ideas for new food products, university personnel and 
students, food processing industry vendors and suppliers. 

The Expo will provide a day and a half of educational sessions 
covering a broad array of topics of current interest to the food 
industry, including COVID-19, The Circular Economy and Food 
Packaging Recycling, Meeting New Groundwater Nitrate Limita-
tions for Wastewater Land Application Operations and Robotics 
and Automation in the Food Industry. A full listing can be found 
at the Expo website at www.foodprocessingexpo.org.

Some are predicting a bright future for the food and beverage 
industry in 2022. Attendees will want to spend some time on 
the Expo show floor to learn from exhibitors how industry 
suppliers can help you meet your needs in the coming year.

BACK!we are



More information and registration at

foodprocessingexpo.org

Save the Date!
Food Processing Expo 2023

February 14 & 15, 2023
SAFE Credit Union Convention Center 

in Sacramento, California

	 California League of Food Producers	 11                    

Keynote Speaker
George Soares is the Expo 
Kick-off Breakfast Keynote 
Speaker. Soares is the Managing 
Partner at the Sacramento law 
firm Kahn, Soares, and Conway. 
He is considered to be the 
Dean of agricultural lobbyists 
in California due to his many 
years of working in the Capitol, 
knowledge of the regulatory 

process and his political savvy. He will speak about key 
issues facing California agriculture in 2022.

Mingle, Relax and 
Have Some Fun!
The Expo is also about networking and having some 
fun, and this year in particular connecting in-person 
with colleagues. Try your hand at the always popular 
Veggie, Fruit & Nut Putting Contest and mix and mingle 
at the Annual Supplier Host Council Reception & Silent 
Auction, both of which raise funds for CLFP’s Scholar-
ship Program.

BACK!



M  &  J // C U S T o m s

THANKS TO OUR 2022 EXPO SPONSORS

Thanks to Our Sponsors
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The California League of Food Producers (CLFP) awards scholarships 
and funds to deserving students and colleges each year. For the 2021–22 
year CLFP awarded $26,000 in scholarship funds to students and through 
donations to universities and community colleges.

Monsserat Sanchez 
ConAgra Brands, Inc. 
Natalie Mejia 
Del Mar Food Products Corp. 
Yadira Yepiz Yepez 
Del Monte Foods, Inc. 
Innara Medina-Vargas 
Ingomar Packing Company, LLC 
Alex Walker 
Leprino Foods Company 
Milton Acosta 
Los Gatos Tomato Products 
Leticia Rocha 
Mariani Packing Company, Inc. 
Alis Ramirez 
The Morning Star Packing Company 
Elizabeth Newman 
The Morning Star Packing Company 
Ivan Montes de Oca 
Musco Family Olive Co. 
Carlos Meza 
Olam Spices 
Sebastian Ibanez-Garcia 
Pacific Coast Producers 
Christina Gonzales 
Stanislaus Food Products 
Amalia Avalos 
Stanislaus Food Products 
Sydney Eredia 
Sunsweet Growers, Inc. 

2021–22 Scholarship Recipients
Awards & Donations

Thank you!

Scholarship Recipients

Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 

Cal Poly, Pomona 

California State University, Chico

California State University, Fresno

University of California, Davis

Chapman University

University Donations/
Food Science Clubs

California State University, Chico 

University of California, Merced 

University Donations/
Engineering Clubs

The success of the CLFP Scholarship 
Program is made possible through 
generous donations.

2021–22 Scholarship RecipientsThanks to Our Sponsors
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The State is pulling out the stops in its 

drive toward decarbonization with 

numerous regulatory rulemakings in 

progress, aimed at accelerating the 

decarbonization of California industry 

and business.

CLFP expects the agencies to use the recommendations 
contained in SB 100 to double down on its efforts 
toward the goals set forth in Governor Gavin Newsom’s 
executive orders (EO) from last year seeking a carbon-
free grid by no later than 2045. 

Decarbonization, mostly via electrification, continues to 
be the main focus in the regulatory agencies, with 
carbon-neutrality as the underlying goal for industry in 
California. However, recently there has been an increas-
ing emphasis aimed at incorporating the concept of 
energy equity as a part of many proceedings

State Still Facing Grid Reliability Issues
This summer, California energy agencies and the Cali-
fornia Independent System Operator (CAISO) utilized a 
number of new programs in an attempt to avoid rolling 
blackouts due to insufficient generation capacity and 
the ongoing threat to the grid from wildfires and other 
extreme weather events. 

Overall, CA continues to face significant generation 
capacity problems that are expected to extend through 
2022. In anticipation of another tight year, in September 
the CAISO requested that the CPUC increase the plan-
ning reserve margins from the current 15 percent to 17.5 
percent. The planning reserve margin is meant to ensure 
that the grid operated by CAISO has sufficient electricity 

By JOHN LARREA  
CLFP Government Affairs DirectorRegulatory Report 

supply when power plants go down or demand 
increases unexpectedly.

California Air Resources Board (CARB)
2023 Scoping Plan Update: CARB is continuing its 
series of workshops on developing its recommendation 
for the Scoping Plan. To date, CARB has presented 
multiple scenarios for achieving both the 2030 target 
of 40% below 1990 emissions levels.  On whole, these 
scenarios include tighter emissions reductions require-
ments.  The modeling is designed to determine the 
pathway for achieving carbon neutrality. 

In this Scoping Plan, Natural and Working Lands 
(NWL), which is both a source of emissions as well as a 
sink for carbon, will take a greater role in CARB’s 
efforts to reduce emission.  The role of carbon seques-
tration (CCS) has become one of the major solutions in 
CARB’s thinking.  CARB has identified the Central 
Valley as a prime target for targeting CCS. CLFP is 
working with other industry representatives to ensure 
that the Scoping Plan Update will utilize principles that 
reflect industry standards and to continue to enforce 
the key features of AB 32, those being affordability, 
technological feasibility, and leakage minimization.

AB 617 Implementation: CARB is conducting a 
comprehensive public outreach and community 
engagement process supporting the development of 
AB 617.  AB 617 requires CARB and air districts to 
develop and implement additional emissions reporting, 
monitoring, reduction plans and measures aimed at 
further reducing air pollution exposure in disadvan-
taged communities. 

Currently, though no CLFP member facilities are 
located in an AB 617 community boundary, CLFP 
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■	 Distributed Energy Resources (DER): CLFP is party to 
this proceeding as it is an umbrella preceding that will 
set the infrastructure for the anticipated expansion 
of the distributed energy resources (DER).   Given 
the recent instability of the grid, wildfire impacts, 
and PSPS events, some CLFP members are looking 
to alternative energy systems to mitigate increasing 
rising energy costs and power disruptions, especially 
during the processing season.  Microgrids, battery 
backup, solar and other forms of alternative energy 
are to be covered by this proceeding.  

■	 2023 PG&E General Rate Case:  Pacific Gas & Electric 
(PG&E) recently filed its 2023 General Rate Case (GRC) 
outlining its proposed investments for continued 
operation of it electric and natural gas assets. Invest-
ments in grid safety and resiliency, new technology 
and innovations, and gas and electric system infra-
structure improvements are all listed in the filing.  
PG&E is proposing a $3.6 billion rate hike. If approved 
by the CPUC, PG&E’s request would result in a reve-
nue increase of $3.56 billion for 2023 and additional 
increases of $930 million in 2024, $590 million in 2025, 
and $381 million in 2026, respectively. Nonresidential 
Direct Access (DA) and Community Choice Aggre-
gation (CCA) customers would, on average, see an 
increase of 21.5%. At present, the proposed rate 
increases for industrial gas customers are 23% for 
distribution and 24% for transmission. In a bit of 
good news, industrial backbone is anticipated to see 
a -0.2% decrease.

Given the increase in rates on both gas and electric, for 
the foreseeable future CLFP will continue to advocate 

continues to monitor developments in this area 
because community groups are always eager to 
expand the boundaries of a selected community.  
CLFP is working with other industries to keep any 
effort to expand contained.  

Of Concern:

There is an increasing tension between air districts and 
CARB regarding New Source Review (NSR) due to  
AB 617 implementation. NSR requires industrial facilities 
to install modern pollution control equipment when 
they are built or when making a change that increases 
emissions significantly. AB 617 is focused on accelerating 
BARCT implementation thus; EJ groups are using  
AB 617 implementation to pressure CARB to urge air 
districts to revamp permitting rules.

Transport Refrigeration Unit (TRU) Rulemaking: 
Regulations are being designed aimed at reducing 
emissions at various facilities that operate cold storage 
warehouse facilities or distribution centers requiring 
refrigerated trucking service to transport products.  
CLFP has been involved in the CARB rulemaking on 
Transport Refrigeration Unit rulemaking.  The new 
regulation is aimed at reducing emissions from facilities 
with TRU activity by transitioning to zero-emission 
operation where practical.  CLFP is continuing to 
oppose the portion of the TRU regulation that would 
require facilities with warehouses or other storage to 
act as enforcers for truck compliance

California Energy Commission
Food Production Investment Program (FPIP): In the 
most recent budget proposal, the Governor has 
earmarked $85 million for the Food Production Invest-
ment Program. Meanwhile, CLFP continues to work 
with the Energy Commission to amend the program 
guidelines to provide a more streamlined application 
process as well as make changes to the program 
designed to benefit CLFP in the application process.

California Public Utilities Commission
Commission Proceedings: CLFP continues to track 
or participate in CPUC proceedings that are likely to 
impact the food processing industry in the coming 
months or years. CLFP is either joined as a party to 
these proceedings or is actively monitoring them on 
an informational-only basis. 

continued on page 16...
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for additional utility incentive programs designed to 
increase efficiency and reduce energy use for large 
industrial users where possible.

Transportation
Driver Shortages: While driver shortages have 
poised an ongoing problem over the past decade, the 
pandemic greatly exacerbated the problem to such an 
extent that the lack of available drivers expanded to 
threaten statewide food production in California.  The 
driver shortage threatened not only processed tomato 
harvests but other seasonal fruit and vegetable produc-
ers as well, including the fresh produce industries, such 
as grapes, olives, and nuts, among others. 

At members’ request, CLFP joined a coalition of Ag 
trucking companies and trade to urge the state to 
take action before the driver shortages became acute.   
CLFP and the coalition were successful in obtaining a 
special permit, but only of limited value.  The special 

permit allowed the 10% increase, but was limited to only 
eligible produce and did not include interstate highway 
access for trucks.  Efforts to address the ongoing prob-
lems continue with the goal of obtaining a permanent 
weight increase for trucks involved in ag harvests.

West Coast Ports: Just before the holiday, the Port of 
Los Angeles began operating 24/7, adding 60 addi-
tional hours a week of operation. However, it appears 
that the move did little to alleviate the backlog. The 
congestion at the ports seems to be centered on termi-
nal operations, trucks, equipment, and storage. LA and 
Long Beach are still backlogged that are likely to extend 
well into 2022.

Throughout the crisis, CLFP has been working with a 
coalition of both ag exporters and retailers pursuing 
sweeping solutions in the Ocean Shipping Reform Act 
of 2021. CLFP continues to support the coalition efforts 
to reform the Shipping Act.

Regulatory Report …continued from page 15

Agribusiness SolutionsAgribusiness Solutions

• Workers’ Compensation

• Farm Property & Liability

• Business Auto

• Commercial Property & Liability

• Commercial & Farm Umbrella

LEARN MORE AT THEZENITH.COM®

Zenith Insurance Company Corporate Office: 21255 Califa St. Woodland Hills, CA 91367. ©2020 Zenith Insurance 
Company.  All rights reserved. ®Zenith, TheZenith, and TheZenith.com are registered US service marks. 

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURE

Whether you are investing in future leaders or in the long-term success 
of your business, quality, commitment, and a forward thinking approach 

make all the difference. As an industry leader, we combine depth of 
expertise with a commitment to achieve the highest level of service and 
outcomes for you and your business. We have a number of coverages 

that may be customized to meet your farm, ranch, or agribusiness needs. 
We look forward to sharing TheZenith Difference with you.



    
The California Legislative Session for 

2021 adjourned on September 10, 2021. 

This marked the second session with 

remote lobbying due to COVID-19. 

Despite these challenges, CLFP had overall success in 
significantly amending or stopping onerous bills relating 
to labor, climate change, and recycling that would have 
adversely impacted the food processing industry. 
However, there were a few measures that passed the 
Legislature and were signed by Governor Newsom.

Packaging Recycling: Recycling of packaging  
materials, particularly plastics, has been a hot button 
issue in the Legislature for the past two years. The 
issue was not resolved in 2021 and will continue to be 
negotiated into 2022. The issues surround the creation 
of statewide recycling infrastructure and standardized 
practices among all California municipalities in order  
to increase recycling rates of plastics and other pack-
aging materials. 

Labor: Several bills that would expand leave time for 
employees were introduced in the Legislature in 2021 
largely in response to COVID-19. These measures 
would have increased and expanded family leave, sick 
leave, and bereavement leave among others. The 
business community largely opposed these measures 
because of the “stacking” of leave time which would 
impair employer operations and would have exposed 
them to litigation. These bills were held in the Legisla-
ture and may be acted upon in 2022.

The Governor vetoed a bill that CLFP and the larger 
agricultural community opposed that would have 
forced a unionization process for agricultural employees. 
The bill would have limited an employee’s ability to 
independently and privately vote for unionization in 

the workplace, by essentially eliminating a secret 
ballot election and replacing it with the submission  
of representation cards signed by over 50% of the 
employees, which would leave employees susceptible 
to coercion and manipulation by labor organizations.  
It would have also unfairly limited an employer’s ability 
to challenge any order by the Agricultural Labor 
Relations Board (ALRB) by forcing employers to post 
an unreasonable bond, and then limit an employee’s 
ability to decertify a union, by forcing them to go through 
the ballot election process instead of submission of 
representation cards. It also included an unnecessary 
presumption of retaliation that would have been effec-
tively unlimited in scope because it would have applied 
for the duration of an election campaign, which could 
last for a year or more.

Another bill was signed by the Governor that expands 
Cal/OSHA authority and enforcement. The bill signifi-
cantly expands Cal/OSHA authority by creating new 

“egregious employer” category in Labor Code, creates 
a new category of “enterprise-wide” citations that 
face higher citation amounts based on, at times, 
evidence at only one location. However, amendments 
by the business community limits certain overbroad 
provisions, but CLFP remained opposed due to struc-
tural changes to Cal/OSHA enforcement.

Climate Change: Two bills were held in the Legisla-
ture that would have threatened substantial increases 
in the cost of goods and services of entities subject to 
cap-and-trade by leap frogging the California Air 
Resource Board (CARB) and significantly increasing 
California’s carbon emissions reduction goals. The bill 
may be brought up in again in 2022, but given CARB’s 
ongoing AB 32 Scoping Plan process, it doesn’t seem 
likely that they will move.

Legislative Update By TRUDI HUGHES 
CLFP Government Affairs Director
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Some 100 CLFP processor and Supplier Host Council affiliate 
members gathered on October 18, a balmy fall day, to 
participate in CLFP’s 25th Annual Supplier Host Council Golf 
Tournament. The event raises funds for CLFP’s Scholarship 
Program. The tournament was held at the Brookside Golf and 
Country Club in Stockton. The event is open exclusively to 
CLFP Supplier Host Council (SHC) members and their invited 
food processor guests. Individual SHC and food processor 
members are welcome to participate as well.

Prizes were awarded in various 
categories such as Longest Drive, 
Hole-in-One, Closest-to-the-Pin, 
Regular Putting Contest, Low Gross 
and Net Score plus the always 
popular and surprisingly challenging 
Tomato Putting Contest. 

A raffle drawing and lunch capped 
off the day.

Thanks to  
our Sponsors 
Atlas Pacific Engineering  
Company, Inc. 

California Boiler

Cap-X Funding Corp.

CoreMark Insurance  
Services, Inc.

Expense Reduction Analysts

The Morning Star  
Packing Company

Nationwide Boiler, Inc.

R.F. MacDonald Co.

Scholle IPN

Sierra Pacific  
Warehouse Group

Silgan Containers, LLC

TruStar Energy

USI Insurance Services, LLC

Zenith Agribusiness Solutions

25th Annual  
Golf Tournament  
is a Success
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ADSUM SJV, INC.
PO Box 922
Corcoran, CA 93212
Dennis Tristao, Founder  
Environmental Affairs
dennistristao@gmail.com
559-816-0835
Regulatory consultant primary in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Expertise in permitting 
and advisory services in air quality, local 
land use, greenhouse gas, regional water 
quality control board and hazardous 
material business plans.

ALPHASTRUXURE
201 Washington St., 27th Fl.
Boston, MA 02108
Gene Kogan,  
Principal Systems Advisor
gene.kogan@alphastruxure.com
760-859-7400
alphastruxure.com
AlphaStruxure partners with energy-in-
tensive organizations to deliver custom-
ized Energy as a Service (EaaS) 
solutions that transform sustainability, 
resilience and reliability into a strategic 
advantage. The company brings 
together technical, financial and 
contractual innovation to eliminate risk 
and capital expense for customers while 
meeting their current and future energy 
needs. Founded as a joint venture by 
Schneider Electric and The Carlyle 
Group, AlphaStruxure is the trusted 
partner in energy transformation, 
combining industry-leading microgrid 
technologies with comprehensive 
structuring and financing capabilities 
designed to accelerate the transition to a 
low-carbon economy.

BARNUM MECHANICAL, INC.
3260 Penryn Rd.
Loomis, CA 95650-8034
Fawn Talbott, Marketing Coordinator
ftalbott@barnummech.com
916-652-7223
barnummech.com
Barnum Mechanical, Inc. is a full-service 
design-build firm specializing in forward 
thinking sanitary process solutions. Our 

expert services include process and utility 
engineering, automated control systems, 
equipment selection and installation, and 
process and utility piping. We have 
special expertise in energy conservation 
and recovery, and wastewater manage-
ment. We know Process.

BAY CITY BOILER &  
ENGINEERING CO., INC.
23312 Cabot Blvd.
Hayward, CA 94545
Justin Clarke, Business Development
jclarke@baycityboiler.com
925-354-3148
baycityboiler.com
Since 1976, Bay City Boiler has been 
serving the needs of commercial and 
industrial boiler users. The company 
provides sales, retrofit, 24-hour service, 
parts, boiler equipment rental, and 
custom fabrication. Combining top-qual-
ity equipment brands with highly skilled 
and dedicated staff ensures that projects 
from the design stage through product 
installation provide a lifetime of value. 
Bay City Boiler serves Northern Califor-
nia and the Central Valley from its 
locations in Hayward, Sacramento, 
Stockton, and Fresno.

CABLEVEY CONVEYORS
PO Box 148, 2397 Hwy. 23
Oskaloosa, IA 52577
Karl Seidel, Marketing Director
k.seidel@cablevey.com
641-673-8451
cablevey.com
Cablevey Conveyors gently move 
materials such as almonds, walnuts, 
pecans, pistachios, frozen foods, coffee, 
and breakfast cereal through an 
enclosed tube, without the use of air. 
Cable and discs, in enclosed tubular 
systems, move up to 2,000 cubic feet 
per hour with options for both wet and 
dry cleaning.

CAPX FUNDING CORP.
3000F Danville Blvd., #210
Alamo, CA 94507
Dan Willis, President
danw@capxfunding.com
925-301-8394
capxfunding.com 
CapX Funding provides funding solu-
tions for all types of new and used 
business equipment, including food 
processing and packaging equipment. 
CapX also offers other types of cash 
flow solutions.

COREMARK INSURANCE  
SERVICES, INC.
4430 Duckhorn Dr.
Sacramento, CA 95834
Daniel Bertrand, CEO
cfp@coremarkins.com
866-340-2247
coremarkins.com
Based in Sacramento, California, 
CoreMark is a state-wide insurance 
agency dedicated to delivering excep-
tional and proactive consultative 
services to all our valued clients, no 
matter their size. We understand the 
everyday risk management challenges 
today’s business owners face, and we 
are committed to doing whatever it 
takes to successfully solve issues before 
they turn into problems.

DC ENERGY SERVICES
10000 Stockdale Hwy., Ste. 105
Bakersfield, CA 93311
Jack DiGiacomo, President
jack@dcenergyservices.com
661-717-4206
dcenergyservices.com
Specializing in the implementation and 
validation of ROI-driven energy projects, 
DC Energy helps food producers lower 
carbon emissions, save on energy costs, 
and achieve internally and externally 
mandated sustainability objectives. The 
DC Energy team of energy experts work 
together to identify utility and govern-
ment-supported rebates and incentives 
and apply them as part of a strategic 
energy management framework that DC 
Energy designs, implements and 

Welcome New Affiliate Members



	  

maintains on behalf of the facility. The 
DC Energy team has secured more than 
$25 million in funding to deliver 100 
GWh of verified energy savings for 
clients including SunMaid, OWB Packers 
and Kraft-Heinz.

EA ENGINEERING, SCIENCE,  
AND TECHNOLOGY, INC., PBC
555 University Ave., Ste. 110
Sacramento, CA 95825
Odin Ansari, Service Line Manager, 
EHS Compliance
oansari@eaest.com
925-963-4867
eaest.com
EA Engineering, Science, and Technol-
ogy, Inc., PBC is a leading provider of 
environmental, engineering, compliance, 
information technology, natural 
resources, and environmental infrastruc-
ture management solutions for a diverse 
client base, including the food industry.

E-MISSION CONTROL
801 K St., Ste. 2700
Sacramento, CA 95814
Colby Green
Sales Operations Manager
info@e-missioncontrol.com
916-216-7695
e-missioncontrol.com
Our proprietary system, provided for 
free to customers, enables our clients to 
unlock an entirely new and substantial 
revenue stream from previously obscure 
and administratively burdensome 
governmental programs, such as 
California’s Low Carbon Fuel Standard 
(LCFS) and Oregon’s Clean Fuel Program 
(CFP).

EXPENSE REDUCTION ANALYSTS
1101 Rickenbacker St.
San Jose, CA 95128
Michael Plesha
Principal Consultant
mplesha@expensereduction.com
408-839-4917
us.expensereduction.com
Expense Reduction Analysts (ERA) is 

one of the world’s largest cost optimi-
zation and supplier management firms. 
Operating in over 40 countries, ERA 
provides industry-specific best prac-
tices to help our clients improve cost 
structures, increase incremental cash 
flow, and improve margins and EBITDA.  
Since 1992, ERA has completed over 
25,000 successful projects, uncovering 
in excess of $4 billion in additional, 
incremental cash flow our clients have 
reinvested in their businesses to hire or 
retain talent, fund capital projects, help 
underfunded initiatives, or improve 
business value.

FOSS
6509 Flying Cloud Dr., Ste. 130
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
Mary Landis
Industry Sales Manager
mlandis@fossna.com
314-740-2100
fossanalytics.com/en
Foss provides analytical instruments for 
measuring multiple parameters 
simultaneously in less than a minute for 
quality control and processing 
formulation.

GOLDEN STATE NATURAL GAS 
SYSTEMS
1000 Lincoln Rd., Ste. H
Yuba City, CA 95991
Kevin Weddle 
CA Representative
kweddle@jps.net
530-713-3994
goldenstatenaturalgas.com
Golden State Natural Gas Systems 
GSNGS has a continuing commitment 
to developing and implementing fuel 
diversity through alternative fuel 
options. The goals encompass the 
realization of providing competitive 
choices in transportation, technologies, 
fuels and fueling options while meeting 
mandated stringent clean air and 
energy goals.

HOTSY PACIFIC
609 G St.
Modesto, CA 95354
Jim O’Connell
President
customerservice@hotsypacific.net 
800-640-1227
hotsypacific.net
Hotsy Pacific/North Bay Equipment 
specializes in sales and expert on-site 
service & repair for industrial cleaning 
equipment, sanitizing & disinfecting 
solutions, and water treatment & reuse 
systems. Our experienced sales team 
can help you to develop cost-effective 
creative solutions for all your cleaning 
and sanitizing needs. For over 30 
years, we’ve been Northern California 
and the Bay Area’s trusted resource for 
pressure washers, steam cleaners, floor 
scrubbers, tank cleaning machines, 
vehicle wash systems, detergents, 
food-grade disinfectants, and parts & 
accessories. We fix all brands. Our goal: 
make sure you have the right equip-
ment and help keep it running.  

HYDROGEN TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
321 S Boston Ave., Ste. 700
Tulsa, OK 74103
Brian Williamson
CEO of Jericho Energy Ventures 
(Parent Company of Hydrogen 
Technologies, Inc.)
brian@jerichoenergyventures.com
918-986-7628
hydrogentechnologiesinc.com
HTI has patented a breakthrough 
method for burning hydrogen and 
oxygen in a vacuum chamber to create 
high-temperature heat and steam with 
zero greenhouse gases at efficiencies 
up to 30% greater than traditional 
hydrocarbon boilers. With the only 
by-product being water, HTI’s clean-
H2steam DCC Boiler harnesses the 
power of hydrogen, the most abundant 
element in the universe.

SEE YOUR NAME HERE!
CLFP membership offers many exclusive benefits for both affiliate  
and processor members. For more information, visit clfp.com, call  
916 640-8150 or contact Jacqueline Yambor at jackie@clfp.com.

continued on page xx...
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KRONEN CORP.
4174 Commercial Ave.
Madison, WI 53714
Russ Quandt
General Manager
salesusa@kronencorp.com 
608-210-4550
kronencorp.com
KRONEN is a leading worldwide supplier 
to the catering, convenience, delicatessen, 
and food industries. We develop and 
produce single and special machines as 
well as complete processing lines for 
preparing, cutting, peeling, washing, spin 
drying, and packing of food products. Our 
strength is in fruit, vegetable and salad 
processing; however, we can also offer 
interesting solutions for meat, fish and 
poultry products.

MONTROSE INTERNATIONAL GROUP
156 Reynolds St.
Oakville, ON L6J 3K9, Canada
Nida Khan
Trade Associate
nida@montroseintlgrp.com 
905-339-0229
montroseintlgrp.com
Full supply chain providers from certified 
farms to door for: cucumber pickles, 
jalapeno, banana, pepperoncini peppers, 
sauerkraut, giardiniera, artichoke in retail 
jars, food service packs and industrial 
drum and tote packs in preservation 
brines; IQF diced vegetables - onions, red 
and green bell peppers - in Industrial 
packs; diced and sliced vegetables - 
serrano pepper, jalapeno pepper, celery, 
carrot, cauliflower, red and green bell 
pepper - in preservation brines in 
Industrial packs; process ready fresh 
produce for industry - custom grown, 
culled, precooled, de-stemmed, de-husked 
- jalapeno peppers, pickles, tomatillos. We 
are also pursuing industrial supplies, 
pepper mash and dehydrated onions.

NATIONAL ENERGY  
CONSERVERS, INC.
3534 Chelan Dr.
West Linn, OR 97068
Kim Elsey, President
krelsey@neconservers.com
503-887-1898
neconservers.com

National Energy Conservers provides 
industrial refrigeration users with indus-
try-leading adaptive self-optimizing 
electronic refrigeration controls, and 
energy management network systems, 
that reduce energy consumption up to 
40%, while lowering refrigeration systems 
operation and maintenance costs. Our 
systems also comply with FDA - 21 CFR 
Part 11, Electronic Records recording of 
refrigeration temperatures and operating 
performance of refrigeration systems.

PACIFIC MATERIAL HANDLING SOLU-
TIONS, INC.
30361 Whipple Rd.
Union City, CA 94587-1526
Ralph Logan, President
rlogan@pmhsi.com
510-429-0303
pmhsi.com
We provide solutions to our customers to 
reduce their operating costs and increase 
their productivity. Our solutions include 
Hyundai material handling equipment, 
motive power storage and fleet manage-
ment services.

SCALE MICROGRID SOLUTIONS
2450 Colorado Ave.
Santa Monica, CA 90404
Guillermo Gomez
Business Development Manager
guillermo.gomez@scalemicrogridsolu-
tions.com
858-263-8344
scalemicrogridsolutions.com
At Scale, we’re building the electric grid of 
the future - one that is clean, decentral-
ized, reliable, and resilient. Today we build, 
operate, and finance innovative on-site 
energy systems known as microgrids. 
Microgrids help our clients in the food 
industry reduce their spend on electricity, 
increase the sustainability of their 
operations, and improve resilience to 
disturbances on the grid. We integrate and 
optimize solar PV, battery energy storage, 
and dispatchable next-generation fuels 
with our advanced control systems. Our 
streamlined development process and 
in-house financing allow us to simplify the 
development process and maximize the 
benefits for our clients.

TECO TECHNOLOGY
1069 Serpentine Ln.
Pleasanton, CA 94566
Cynthia Snyder,
Business Development Manager
cynthia.snyder@tecotechnology.com
925-426-8500
tecotechnology.com
TECO Technology specializes in pneumat-
ics, automation, motion control and 
hydraulics. Our product groups work 
collaboratively to provide solutions that 
meet your specific application require-
ments. Mechanical, electrical and applica-
tion engineers as well as certified fluid 
power specialists are ready to provide 
expert assistance to meet increasingly 
strong demands on productivity, safety, 
efficiency and performance. We don’t just 
sell parts, we delivery solutions. And we 
do it well.

UTILITY COST MANAGEMENT, LLC
1100 W Shaw Ave., Ste. 126
Fresno, CA 93711
Greg Normart,  
Vice President, Marketing
gn@utilitycostmanagement.com
559-261-9230
utilitycostmanagement.com
Utility Cost Management, LLC (UCM) 
reduces utility costs through the analysis 
of data, rates, and the regulations that 
govern utility providers in California and 
throughout the country.

ZIRA
400 Concar Dr.
San Mateo, CA 94402
Jake Ness, Business Development
jake@zira.us
650-382-4047
zira.us
Zira helps food producers use data to 
grow their businesses. Providing tools to 
digitize paper driven processes, connect 
real time system data, and automate work 
orders, Zira gives employees a one stop 
shop to access, share, and collaborate over 
key business data and actionable insights.
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HydrogenTechnologiesInc.com

Hydrogen Technologies has patented a breakthrough method for burning 
hydrogen and oxygen in a vacuum chamber to create high-temperature heat 

and steam with zero greenhouse gases. With the only by-product being 
water, HT’s cleanH2steam DCC™ Boiler harnesses the power of hydrogen, 

the most abundant element in the universe.

ZZeerroo  EEmmiissssiioonnss

Eliminates all CO2 and NOx emissions through 
a closed-loop combustion process – the only 

by-product is water which is recycled for 
further use

High Energy Efficiency

Greater than 95% thermal boiler efficiency, 
30% more efficient in fuel usage than a typical 

conventional steam boiler – a result of the 
DCC™ patented design

LLooww  CCoosstt

Hydrogen Technologies cleanH2steam 
DCC™ is cost competitive with existing 

hydrocarbon boiler systems

110000%%  SSaaffee  aanndd  DDuurraabbllee

Utilizes a traditional gas boiler architecture, 
containing robust parts with great fault 

tolerance and wear resistance



Stockton Remanufacturing
1018 N. Shaw Road 
Stockton, CA 95215 
414.643.1852 ext. 160 
sales@ampcopumps.com

Corporate Headquarters 
2045 W. Mill Road 

Glendale, WI 53209 
414.643.1852  

www.ampcopumps.com

Ampco Pumps
Remanufacturing

AFTER

BEFORE

REMANUFACTURING ZP SERIES AND  
ALL COMPETING BRANDS SIZES 006-520  

TWO WEEK DELIVERY – unmatched in the industry

Ampco Pumps, a global pump manufacturer headquartered in Glendale, WI 
offers the only full-service remanufacturing facility in California.

Contact us today 414.643.1852 or sales@ampcopumps.com
Ask about our in stock Premium Economy Pumps ready to ship today.

THE SIMPLE CHOICE
THE MOST COMPLETE LINE OF PUMPS, MIXERS & BLENDERS IN THE WORLD

The Ampco remanufacturing process includes ALL NEW: 

• Solid one-piece 17-4 shafts

• Bearings

• 304 Stainless bearing retainers

• 304 Stainless splash guards

• Seals

• Helical style gears

• Alloy 88 rotors 

• Performance testing

• One-year factory warranty


