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Housing Rehab Standards 
Can They Make Tough Decisions Any Easier?

Why Rehab 
Standards

Health@
HOME

Principles of 
Healthy 
Housing 
(Section A)

Rehab 
Standards 
(Section B)

Template 
Tool
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Chat with us! 
Why do you go into 

homes?

A Little Background 

Every Good Housing Rehab Program has
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• Practices

Policies & Procedures

Rehab Standards

Specifications
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• When to Repair vs Replace
• How old is old?

• What your program covers (allowable expense)
• What your program won’t cover (not allowable)
• Mandatory, minimum requirements (bathroom?)
• Consistency
• Challenges

Rehab Standards 

(and when they’re important)

• HUD requires local Rehabilitation 
Standards of their Participating 
Jurisdiction HOME-assisted rehab 
grantees

• HUD encourages all housing programs 
to adopt rehabilitation standards

• Although you are unencumbered, it might 
actually be a good idea
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https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/health-at-home/introduction/

Make the Connections between Housing 
Conditions and Health
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First, the Principles
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Principles of 
Healthy 
Housing 
(Section A)

1.1 Prevention: Stormwater Management

• Ensure that stormwater management is adequate for the 
building site and climate. 

• Size gutters and downspouts appropriately, either by 
increasing the dimensions of gutters and downspouts to the 
next size when the system is inadequate, or by sizing them 
per the manufacturer’s recommendations.

• Downspouts and grading must direct water away from the 
building to prohibit water infiltration into the structure. 

• Sub-surface drainage systems are an approved remedy for 
moving stormwater away from the structure when sufficient 
grading is not feasible because of site conditions.
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• Lead – LBP, Service Lines
• Asbestos
• Radon
• Building Materials
• Carpets & Floors
• Tobacco Smoke
• Sewer Lines

2. 
Contaminant-

Free

• Identify & Address
• Prevent
• Reduce RH
• Adopt IPM

3. Pest-Free

• Bathrooms, Kitchens, and Dryers
• HVAC Filtration
• HVAC Ducts

4. Ventilated
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• Easily-Cleanable Surfaces
• Job-Site Cleaning
• Resident Actions

5. Clean

• Carbon Monoxide
• Smoke
• Lighting
• Reduce Trip & Fall
• Universal Design & Visitability

6. Safe

• Maintenance Checklist
• Materials & Components
• Resident Actions

7. Well-
Maintained
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• Sufficient Heating & Cooling
• Caulk Windows
• Seal Ducts
• Install Thermostats
• Efficient Equipment
• Insulate Walls

8. 
Thermally-
Controlled

• Physical Activity
• Outdoor Spaces
• Provide safety

9. Healthy 
Living and 

Active 
Design
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What are your resident’s most common 
housing-related health issues?
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Next, The Rehab 
Standards
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Rehab 
Standards 
(Section B)
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Repair or Replace?

Copyright, Livable Housing, Inc.  2021.  All Rights Reserved. 15



11/8/2021

6

Big Impact

• Stormwater 
Management
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An Underground 
Drain Leader with 

a “Pop-Up 
Emitter”
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Big Impact

• Ventilation
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Biggest Bang for 
Your Buck

• Grab bars & Handrails

• Radon testing

• Smoke & CO Alarms

• House numbers

• Air sealing
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Your Most Common Repairs
• Needed & Completed?
• Needed, but…

Windows - Find the Section
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Windows
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Common but Expensive
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Common but Expensive  
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Heating System
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Tips for Creating your 
Organization’s Rehab Standard
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Customize for your:
• Climate
• Housing stock
• Client needs
• Budget

26

Template 
Tool

It’s a Process!
• Case managers

• Intake/underwriters

• Construction & rehab staff

• Volunteer coordinators

• Fundraisers
Template

(In WORD, soon!)

Need to Customize
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We Did it!

Why Rehab 
Standards

Health@
HOME

Principles of 
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Housing 
(Section A)

Rehab 
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Template 
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