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the economic ripples of home repairs



We build strength, stability and self-reliance through shelter.

impact of home repairs

Home repair services improve quality of live, preserve 
affordable housing inventory, and revitalize neighborhoods. 

• health
• safety
• accessibility
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Robert
(Veteran, U.S. Marine Corps)
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our work impacts many outcomes

Today’s focus is on ONE 
component of 
organizational impact – the 
economic impact of our 
investments within our 
local economy. 
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All our programs 
create jobs and 
inject resources 
into the local 
economy, creating 
a powerful impact.
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an economic impact analysis shows 
the ripple effect of our investments

An economic impact analysis 
is a method of describing the 

impact of organizational 
operations on the local 

economy by tracking how 
money spent circulates 
through the economy.

An organization 
spends money on 

businesses or 
services

Thanks to that 
spending, those 

businesses spend 
more money

The employees of those 
businesses now have 
more money and can 

spend more
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analysis shows just one aspect of 
our economic impact
This economic impact analysis is based on the 
impact of our affiliate’s investments and estimates 
the ripple effect as they circulate through our local 
economy. 

While this is a common method to measure 
economic impact, it has a limited scope and does 
not include other common measures of economic 
impact. 

Therefore, this estimate should be viewed as a 
conservative measure of our affiliate’s economic 
impact. 

property taxes paid 
by homeowners

impact on surrounding 
property value

spending by homeowners

Not included in this analysis: 
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$33,567,046
Invested in programs 

and operations 

$1.84
Dollars injected into the local economy 

for every dollar invested by Habitat

Economic impact of our investments
$61,680,839

the ripple effect of our 
investments in 2020
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518
Local jobs supported

Community food, housing 
and relief services

Construction of new single-family 
residences

Real estate sales and property 
management

Top Industries Impacted

$8,702,709
Paid into state and local taxes

$22,417,475
Wages paid to local employees

1. 

2. 

3. 
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ripple effect by 
congressional district
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local economic impact analysis
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methodology
Habitat for Humanity South Carolina led this project to analyze Habitat’s economic impact across 
South Carolina. A former executive director who had performed extensive work in conducting affiliate 
economic impact analyses as a subject matter expert consulted on data aggregation and methodology. 

1. data collection
2. data compilation
3. modeling economic activity
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data collection

Two financial documents from Habitat for Humanity affiliates and affiliate support organizations: 
• IRS 990 (or 990-EZ)
• audited financial statements for the most recent year

From these documents, data was extracted on expenditures and employment. The annual Housing 
Production Report, using geographic service areas, rounded up to the county line to define geographies. 



We build strength, stability and self-reliance through shelter.

data compilation

Affiliate expenditure was aggregated into the three categories: New Home Construction, Rehabilitation 
and Renovation, and Office and Habitat ReStore Operations. 

Three items were excluded when aggregating expenditures, as they do not impact the local economy:
1. Purchase and sale of land.
2. Purchase of capital items.
3. Non-cash items (e.g., depreciation, mortgage discount).

Estimates were used when incomplete reporting or differences in reporting methods were encountered. 
These estimates have a minor impact on the overall results. 
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modeling economic activity

An independent party conducted the analyses using IMPLAN, an economic modeling software and data 
application that is a widely relied upon tool for economic impact analyses. 

Each of the expenditure categories were assigned to an industry code and aligned each affiliate’s 
spending to their geographic service area, rounded to the county level.

Affiliate analyses were independently and applied industry-specific multipliers to generate the local 
impact. 

IMPLAN reported results in 2020 dollars. 
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habitat is a powerful economic engine

Habitat for Humanity is well-known for building decent and 
affordable houses – but we do so much more than that:

• Critical Home Repairs.
• Aging in Place.
• Neighborhood Revitalization.

Our programs build strength, stability and self-reliance through 
shelter — and also create substantial local economic impact 
through the ripple effect of our investments.

it all adds up…

our organizations:
• employ staff members from local 

areas;
• buy goods from businesses;
• Create additional demand for 

local businesses; and
• pay state and local taxes.
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most recent report available on sched
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questions?



Learn more about 
Habitat for Humanity 

South Carolina
Nancy Lee
Executive Director
e: nancy@southcarolinahabitat.org
o: (803) 291-4258
w: southcarolinahabitat.org
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