
 
 

January 7, 2021 

 

Character.org stands in solidarity with the parents, schools, and communities struggling to explain to 

young people the insurrection that took place in our nation’s capital yesterday. We are reminded of 

the words of John Lewis, who received our Freedom Award several years ago. In his book Across the 

Bridge, John wrote:  "Ours is not the struggle of one day, one week, or one year. Ours is not the 

struggle of one judicial appointment or presidential term. Ours is the struggle of a lifetime, or maybe 

even many lifetimes, and each one of us in every generation must do our part." 

At Character.org, we believe in helping young people understand, care about, and consistently 

practice the character strengths and core values that will enable them to flourish in school, in 

relationships, in the workplace, and as citizens. We believe that these character strengths express our 

common humanity and transcend religious, cultural, political, or ethnic differences.  

Moral courage is surely a character strength. However, what occurred yesterday in Washington did 

not take courage. Rather, it was reckless behavior that blemished and disrespected our democratic 

principles and our shared values of civility and respect.  

We strongly encourage all parents and teachers to talk to your children and students about what 

happened in our nation’s capital and how these actions did not represent civic character. 

Now is the time to have these crucial conversations. Now is that time to empower our youth to 

actively participate in the healing and strengthening of our democracy. 

 

- Dr. Arthur Schwartz 

President 

 

Useful Resources 

 Facing History and Ourselves 

Training Active Bystanders 

 Teaching Tolerance 

Share My Lesson 

 

https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources/current-events/responding-insurrection-us-capitol?utm_campaign=fy21-educator-newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=105603581&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8XyMdVAz-RCqtucapGusRjKzlKwQQtmQsfK9LZRLpABuaZn2HzSXKOgrMreqqW2d_FEDMvn
https://trainingactivebystanders.org/
https://www.tolerance.org/the-moment/january-7-2021-leading-conversations-after-the-insurrection-in-washington-dc
https://sharemylesson.com/todays-news-tomorrows-lesson/student-civil-discourse-insurrection-us-capitol

