
Report of the Forty-Fourth General Meeting 

of the Catholic Biblical Association of America 

The forty-fourth general meeting of The Catholic Biblical Association of Amer­

ica was held 22-25 August, 1981, at Seattle University, Seattle, Washington. The first 

general session opened at 8:00 P.M. on Saturday evening. Richard Ahler, S.J., 

welcomed the members of the association in the name of Seattle University and its 

president, William J. Sullivan, S.J. The Rev. Mitchell J. Dahood, S.J., then delivered 

the presidential address, "Eblaite and Biblical Hebrew." 

Sessions on Sunday, August 23 

Five task forces and five continuing seminars met simultaneously each day from 

9:00 to 10:45 A.M. The task forces included "Early Pentateuchal Sources"(convener: 

Walter R. Wifall, Jr.; core group members in attendance: John Gammie; John Grin­

del, C.M.; Sean E. McEvenue; John J. Schmitt); "Hebrew Poetry"(convener: Con­

rad E. L'Heureux; core group members in attendance: Lawrence E. Boadt, C.S.P.; 

Michael B. Dick; Alexander A. Di Lella, O.F.M.; Aloysius Fitzgerald, F.S.C.; 

Harold Forshey; Joseph Jensen, 0.S.B.; John S. Kselman, S.S.; Leo Laberge, 

O.M.I.; Thomas P. McCreesh, O.P.; Thomas Wahl, O.S.B.); "Luke-Acts"(convener:

Robert F. O'Toole, S.J.; core group members in attendance: Thomas Brodie, O.P.;

Dennis Hamm, S.J.; Dennis M. Sweetland); "New Testament Ethics: Method and

Content" (convener: Robert J. Daly, S.J.; core group members in attendance:

Richard J. Cassidy, Cassian Corcoran, O.F.M.; James A. Fischer, C.M.; Lawrence

Frizzell; Terence J. Keegan, O.P.; Neil J. McEleney, C.S.P.; Stanley M. Polan;

Frederick E. Schuele; Anthony Tambasco); "The Social Sciences and New Testa­

ment Exegesis" (convener: Bruce J. Malina; core group members in attendance:

David Bossmann, O.F.M.; Thomas F. Johnson; Carl Kazmierski; Daniel J. Harring­

ton, S.J.; Jerome H. Neyrey, S.J.; John J. Pilch; Joseph Plevnik, S.J.; James M.

Reese, 0.S.F.S.; Francis D. Weinert).

The continuing seminars and their respective leaders studied: "Mission in Mat­

thew: Perspectives from Matthew IO"(Karen A. Barta); "The Bilingual Vocabularies 

from Ebia and Hebrew Lexicography" (Mitchell J. Dahood, S.J.); "Prophets and 

Liberation"(Leslie J. Hoppe); "New Testament Christology: Part I, The Kingdom of 

God and the Gospel Tradition" (Francis Martin); "Teaching Scripture as Pastoral 

Ministry" (Paul P. Zilonka). 

The morning concluded with two papers presented in simultaneous sessions: 

Adela Yarbro Collins, "The Book of Revelation: Symbol and Reality"; and John F. 

Craghan, C.Ss.R., "Esther, Judith, and Ruth: Paradigms for Human Liberation." 

The Most Reverend Richard J. Skiba, Auxiliary Bishop of Milwaukee, was 

principal celebrant and homilist for the eucharistic liturgy at midday. 

Four sessions of research reports during the afternoon heard the following 
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