
 

REPORT OF THE FORTIETH GENERAL MEETING OF THE 

CATHOLIC BIBLICAL ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

The 40th General Meeting of the Catholic Biblical Association took place at the 

University of Detroit, Detroit, Michigan, from Tuesday, Aug. 16, to Friday, Aug. 

19, 1977. The Presidential Address, entitled, "Ethics and Wisdom," was delivered 
by James A. Fischer, C.M., on Tuesday evening. 

Sessions on Wednesday, August 17 

Five Task Forces and five Continuing Seminars met simultaneously on each day 

from 9:00-10:45 A.M. The first Task Force, "Early Pentateuchal Sources," was 

moderated by John A. Grindel, C.M. Other core group members present were 

John Craghan, C.SS.R., Alan W. Jenks, Helen A. Kenik, O.P., Dennis J. McCar

thy, S.J., Michael Mulhall, O.Carm., Emil A. Wcela, and Walter R. Wifall, Jr. 

The group discussed papers by Grindel on the Abimelech traditions in Genesis 21 

and 26; by Wifall and Jenks on the wife-sister stories of Genesis 12, 20, and 26; by 

Mulhall on the source analysis of Exodus 1-3; by Craghan on the Hagar stories of 

Genesis 16 and 21; and by Wcela on criteria for identifying E-source material. The 

second Task Force, "Healing in the New Testament," discussed a paper by Bruce 

J. Malina on sociological theories of Parson, Douglas, and Polanyi as they are 

helpful for understanding early Christianity, especially in view of the phenomenon 

of healing. Other members of the core group present were Dennis Hamm, S.J., and 

John J. Pilch. The Task Force on "Hebrew Poetry" was moderated by Conrad E. 

L'Heureux, with core group members Lawrence Boadt, C.S.P., Richard J. Clif

ford, S.J., Aloysius Fitzgerald, F.S.C., and Harold Forshey presenting papers on 

passages from Isaiah 1-12. The Task Force on "Luke-Acts" was moderated by 

Robert O'Toole, S.J., with core group members Luke J. Johnson, John J. Kil

gallen, S.J., and William S. Kurz, S.J. in attendance. They discussed the following 

papers: Johnson, "Some Notes on the Literary Analysis of Luke-Acts"; Kurz, 

"Acts 3:19-26 as a Test of the Role of Eschatology in the Lucan Christology"; 

Karris, "Luke the Pastoral Theologian and the Occasions of Luke-Acts"; Kilgal

len, "The Son of Man in Acts"; and R. O'Toole, "Acts 13:13-52, A Unit?" The 

fifth Task Force was "New Testament Ethics: Method and Content," moderated 

by Robert J. Daly, S.J. The following core group members were present: Thomas 

Aquinas Collins, O.P., Cassian Corcoran, O.F.M., James A. Fischer, C.M., Paul
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