
REPORT OF THE THIRTY-NINTH GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE CATHOLIC BIBLICAL ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

The 39th General Meeting of the Catholic Biblical Association of America, 

hosted by Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, was in session from 

Monday, August 23, to Thursday, August 26, 1976. Rev. Henry J. McAnulty, 

C.S.Sp., President of Duquesne University, expressed cordial words of welcome 

at the opening session. Rev. Alexander A. Di Lella, O.F.M., delivered the presi­

dential address, "The One in Human Likeness and the Holy Ones of the Most High 

in Dan 7." After discussing various interpretations, he concluded that the "one in 

human likeness" and the "holy ones" are both "unireferential" symbols, referring 

only to Israel, the people of God. Neither one applies to any angelic figures, a 

meaning which would have little comfort for the persecuted audience which the 

author seeks to encourage.

Sessions on Tuesday, August 24 

Four Task Forces and six Continuing Seminars met simultaneously each day 

from 9:00-10:45 A.M. Donald Senior, C.P., was moderator of the Task Force 

"Composition of the Gospel of Matthew"; other members of the Core Group in­

cluded Joseph A. Comber, C.F.X., Lamar Cope, Douglas R. A. Hare, Daniel J. 

Harrington, S.J., Jack Dean Kingsbury, John P. Meier, James M. Reese, 

O.S.F.S., and William G. Thompson, S.J. The second Task Force, moderated by 

Richard J. Clifford, S.J., met in closed sessions on the topic "Apocalyptic Tradi­

tion"; other members of the Core Group were John R. Donahue, S.J., Elisabeth 

Sch0ssler Fiorenza, Joseph Jensen, O.S.B., John S. Kselman, S.S., George W. 

E. Nickelsburg, Jr., Pheme Perkins, Kent H. Richards, Anthony J. Saldarini, S.J., 

and Robert Wright. The subject of the third Task Force was "Church Order and 

Ministry" and its moderator was John H. Elliott; the other members of the Core 

Group were Robert J. Karris, O.F.M., Eugene A. Laverdiere, S.S.S., and Thomas 

J. Ryan. The fourth Task Force dealt with "Healing in the New Testament" and 

its moderator was Francis Martin; other members of the Core Group were Paul J. 

Achtemeier, Dennis Hamm, S.J., Martin Hopkins, O.P., Anitra 8. Kolenkow, 

Bruce J. Malina, George T. Montague, S.M., and Quentin Quesnell.

The Continuing Seminars and their respective leaders were Joseph Blenkinsopp, 

"Redaction of the Latter Prophets"; Mitchell J. Dahood, S.J., "More Formal 
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