
 

REPORT OF THE THIRTY-EIGHTH GENERAL MEETING OF THE 

CATHOLIC BIBLICAL �IATION OF AMERICA 

The 38th General Meeting of the Catholic Biblical Association of America was 
hosted jointly by the Iliff School of Theology and St. Thomas Seminary, Denver, 
Colorado. The meeting was in session from Monday, August 18, to Thursday, August 
21, 1975. Rev. S. Jameson Jones, Jr., President of the Iliff School of Theology, and 
Rev. Frank H. Agnew, C.M., Rector of St. Thomas Seminary, both expressed cordial 
words of welcome to the CBA. Rev. Msgr. Francis S. Ramter delivered the Presidential 
Address, "Forty Years Less One: An Historical Sketch of the .Catholic Biblical 
Association (1936-1975)." In his address Msgr. Rossiter concerned himself with the 
genesis and growth of the Catholic Biblical Association. He spoke of the contributions 
that the CBA has made both to biblical scholarship and to the Church at large. He also 
traced the origin and development of the publications of the CBA, especially the Catholic 

Biblical Quarterly, and the now completed New American Bible, and noted their 
ecumenical dimensions. In conclusion he urged the members of the CBA to continue 
the high standard of work which has come to be the hallmark of the association. 

Sessions on Tuesday, August 19 

Four Task Forces and six Continuing Seminars met simultaneously each day from 
9:00-10:45 A.M. Joseph A. Comber, C.F.X., was the moderator of the first Task Force, 
"Composition of the Gospel of Matthew"; other members of the Core Group were 
Lamar Cope, Daniel J. Harrington, S.J., Jack Dean Kingsbury, John P. Meier, 
James M. Reese, O.S.F.S., Donald Senior, C.P., and William G. Thompson, S.J. This 
Task Force discussed the papers of four of its members: "Jesus and the Jews in Mt 11 
and 12" (Comber); "John, Jesus and Herod: The Case of the Confusing Conjunction" 
(Cope); "The Death of Jesus and the Resurrection of the Holy Ones (Mt 27:51-53)" 
(Senior); and "The Jewish-Christian Mission to Israel: A Study of Mt 9:35-10:42" 
(Thompson). The second Task Force, moderated by Richard J. Clifford, S.J., was 
concerned with "Apocalyptic Tradition"; other members of the Core Group were 
Adela Yarbro Collins, John J. Collins, John R. Donahue, S.J., Joseph Jensen, O.S.B., 
Elisabeth Schiissler Fiorem.a, Pheme Perkins, Kent H. Richards, Robert B. Wright, 
and Anthony J. Saldarini, S.J. Three papers were presented and discussed by members 
of this Task Force: "John and Daniel: The Book of Revelation in the Light of Jewish 
Apocalyptic" (J. J. Collins); "The Composition of the Book of Revelation" (Fiorenz.a); 
and ''The Political Perspective of the Apocalypse of John" (A. Y. Collins). The subject 
of the third Task Force was "Church Order and Ministry" and its moderator was John 
H. Elliott; the other members of the Core Group were Frederick W. Danker, Robert 
J. Karris, O.F.M., Richard Kugelman, C.P., and Thomas J. Ryan. Two papers were 
presented by members of this Task Force: "Benefactor-Recipient Terminology in 2 Peter"
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