
 

REPORT OF THE fflIRTY-SEVENTH GENERAL MEETING OF 
THE CAfflOLIC BIBLICAL ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

The 37th General Meeting of the Catholic Biblical Association of America was 
hosted by Loyola UniversitY., Chicago, Illinois, and was in session from Monday, 
August 19, to Thursday, Aug'ust 22, 1974. Rev. Raymond Baumhart, S.J., President of 
Loyola University, opened the Meeting with cordial words of welcome. John E. 
Huesman, S.J., of the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, delivered the Presiden
tial Address, "Archeology and Early Israel: The Scene Today." Huesman concerned 
himself principally with the period of the Amorite invasion and the Israelite patri
archs. He concluded that the archeological evidence argues well for the historicity of 
the patriarchs as part of the Amorite movements at that time, although the patriar
chal narratives do have a complicated literary history which must be taken into 
account. 

Sessions on Tuesday, August 20 
Two Task Forces and seven Continuin� Seminars met simultaneously each day. In 

the first of the morning sessions, 9:00-10:15 A.M., Jack Dean Kingsbury was modera
tor of the Task Force on "The Composition of the Gospel of Matthew"; other 
members of the core group were Joseph A. Comber, C.F.X., Lamar Cope, Douglas R. 
A. Hare, Daniel J. Harrington, S.J., John P. Meier, James M. Reese, O.S.F.S., arid 
William G. Thompson, S.J. Richard J. Clifford, S.J., was moderator of the Task Force 
on "Apocalyptic Tradition"; Adela Yarbro Collins, John J. Collins, John R. Donahue, 
S.J., Joseph Jensen, O.S.B., John S. Kselman, Pheme Perkins, and Anthony J. 
Saldarini, S.J., comprised the core group. The Continuing Seminars with their respec
tive leaders were: James P. Clifton, C.F.X., "Pl!,uline Dualism"; John F. Craghan, 
C.SS.R., "The Mari 'Prophetic Texts' and the Old Testament"; John H. Elliott, 
"Peter, Ministry, and Church Order in the New Testament"; Bruce J. Malina, C. 
Thomas Moore, O.P., and John J. Pilch, "First Century Cosmology and the New Tes
tament"; Roland E. Murply, O.Carm., "Selected Questions in Old Testament Wis
dom Research"; Kevin G. O'Connell, S.J., "A Fresh Look at the Theological Per
spectives of J and the Other Pentateuchal Sources"; and Patrick W. Skehan, "Hen
och and Melchizedek in the Light of Qumran."

The morning concluded with two papers read in simultaneous sessions, 11 :00- 
12:00 A.M. Walter R. Wifall addressed himself to the question of "Son of Man-A 
Pre-Davidic Social Class?" while Carroll Stuhlmueller, C.P., spoke on "Biblical 
Theology'and the Problem of Synthesis: With Special Reference to Deutero-Isaiah." 
A response to the latter paper was made by James P. Doyle. 

The Most Reverend Nevin W. Hayes, O.Carm., auxiliary to the Archbishop of 
Chicago, was the principal concelebrant at the midday liturgy; Richard Skiba was the 
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