
REPORT OF THE TI:IIRTY-FIFTif GENERAL 

MEETING OF THE CATHOUC BIBUCAL 

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

The 35th General Meeting of the CBA was held in Los Angeles in conjunction 
with the 1972 international Congress of Learned Societies in the Field of Religion. 
The Congress, whose general theme was "Religion and the Humanizing of Man," 
was in session from Friday, Sept. 1, to Tuesday, Sept. 5, 1972. Congress General 
Sessions were held at 8: 15-9:30 P.M. on Friday and 9:00-10:00 A.M. and 
8: 15-9:30 P.M. Saturday through Tuesday. Meetings of the CBA Executive 
Board and CBQ Editorial Board were held Friday afternoon. 

Sessions Oil Saturday, Sept. 2 

The morning session, from 10:30 A.M. to 12:00 Noon, consisted of two 
sections of two papers each. In Section A, Patrick W. Skehan discussed "The 
Psalms at Qumran"; he presented transcriptions of a group of fragmentary 
Psalm manuscripts from Qumraµ Cave 4, centering on Pss 104-5, 135-6, and 
147, pointing out peculiarities of order and reading. He also discussed the 
liturgical grouping of Pss 135-6 and 145 as represented in 11 Q Pss•. Roderick 
A. F. MacKenzie, in keeping with the theme of the Congress, spoke on "The 
Humanization of Job." Job was presented as OT man at his best before the re­
demption in Christ; he experienced a fall and was thereby enabled to reach a 
level of human existence higher than was possible during his state of ethical and 
material felicity. The Book of Job shows the progressive enlightenment of 
the hero by his being brought low-"made like us in all things but sin." 

In Section B, William G. Thompson presented "Historical Perspective in 
the Gospel of Matthew." By means of a structural, form-critical analysis of 
Mt 24:4b-14 he arrived at a past-present-future schema that underlies Mt's 
theology. The same schema, he suggested, underlies Mt 25:1-46; 28:16-20; 
17:22-18:35; and 3:1-10:42. The other paper in Section B, "Redemption in the 
Apocalypse," was delivered by Elisabeth Fiorenza. She compared Apoc 1:Sf. 
and 5: 10 and drew conclusions concerning their provenance and teaching. 

The afternoon session was devoted to the Presidential Address and its discus­
sion. CBA President Raymond E. Brown, S.S., of Union Theological Seminary 
and Woodstock College, delivered an address on "Johannine Studies: The 
Present and the Future" ; he developed the questions of current and predictable 
research into the place and date of origin, the stages of composition, and the 
influences on the work. At Brown's request the custom of not discussing the 
Presidential Address was set aside, and J. Louis Martyn presided over a panel 
composed of Peter Borgen, Rudolf Schnackenburg, Bruce Vawter, and Brown, 
which took up the points raised in the address. This was the best attended 
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