
 

REPORT OF TifE THIRTY-FOURTH GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE CATHOLIC BIBLICAL ASSOCIATION 

OF AMERICA 

Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, hosted the 34th General Meeting 
of the CBA, in session from Monday, August 23, to Thursday, August 26, 1971. 
On Monday evening the convention was formally opened with words of welcome 
from Rev. John P. Raynor, S.J., President of Marquette. Rev. Jerome D. Quinn 
of St. Paul Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota, delivered the Presidential Address, 
"Apostolic Ministry and Apostolic Prayer." The full text of Quinn's presentation 

is published in this issue of CBQ. A social hour followed the presidential address. 

Sessions on Tuesday, August 24 

A new feature of the convention program was the designation of the homilist 
for each concelebrated Eucharist. 

Eleven Continuing Seminars were offered on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday mornings from 9:00 to 10:45 A.M., with time out for a coffee break. 
The format of Continuing Seminars was once again enthusiastically received. 
Seminar leaders and their respective topics were the following: Schuyler Brown: 
"The Marean Parable Chapter (Mk 4)"; Eugene Maly: "The Problem of 

Transcendence: Some Biblical Perspectives"; John MacCandless: "Leben-Jem 

F orschung"; Quentin Quesnell: "New Testament Images of Salvation"; David 
Stanley: "The Prayer and 'Hour' of Jesus in Gethsemane"; Roland Murphy: 
"Wisdom Liturature: Some Basic Themes"; Joseph Zalotay: "Authenticity of 
the Texts Attributed to Jesus in the Synoptic Material"; Patrick Skehan: "The 
Later Chapters of Sirach in the Light of Qumran and Masada"; J. Coert 
Rylaarsdam: "Themes and Motifs in the Book of Genesis"; Philip King: "Bib
lical Archeology and Biblical Theology"; Robert Karris: "Pauline Parenesis: 
Selected Texts." 

The morning's General Session consisted of a paper by Peter Kearney on 
"The Role of the Gibeonites in the Deuteronomic History." He examined Dt 29 
( covenant at Moab) and J os 9 ( Gibeonite covenant), demonstrating that the 
former has several allusions to the latter. The paper illustrated the striking 
similarities of Dt 29: 1-8 to Dt 8: 1-6, with special adaptations to the Gibeonite 
story. The Deuteronomist is responsible for both Dt 29 and Jos 9; even the 
deception motif in Jos 9 is his work, since it is based on the law of warfare in 
Dt 20:10-18, which was edited by the Deuteronomist. 

Most Rev. Wiliam Cousins, Archbishop of Milwaukee, was principal con
celebrant and homilist at midday Eucharist. 

The afternoon session was devoted to a program of half-hour Research Reports. 
Presentations were provocative and audience response was active. Speakers and 
their research topics were the following: Richard Clifford: "The Word of God 
in the Ugaritic Texts and in the Patriarchal Stories"; James Reese: "The 
Literary Structure of Jn 13:31-14:31 and 16:16-33"; Donald Senior: "The 
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