
 

REPORT OF THE THIRTY-SECOND GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE CATHOLIC BIBLICAL ASSOCIATION 

OF AMERICA 

At the invitaton of Most Rev. James J. McNulty, Bishop of Buffalo, the CBA 
held its 32d General Meeting at St. John Vianney Seminary, East Aurora, N.Y. 
from Monday, August 25 to Thursday, August 28, 1969. On Monday evening, 
after declaring the Meeting open and calling it to order, Rev. Louis F. Hartman, 
C.Ss.R., Executive Secretary, called upon the President, Rev. Roland E. Murphy, 
0. Carm., to deliver his Presidential Address, Form Criticism and Wisdom 

Literature. This talk, which reviewed some aspects of form-criticism and raised 
some questions about the usage of this method in understanding the OT wisdom 
literature, is published in this issue of the CBQ.

Sessions on Tuesday, August 26 

The continuing seminars, which had been introduced as a new program 
feature at the 1968 General Meeting, ran Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

mornings from 9 :00 to 10 :45, with an intermission from 9 :45 to 10 :00. Seminar 

leaders and their respective topics were: Mitchell Dahood: Resurrection and 
Immortality in Prv and Pss; Joseph Fitzmyer: Luke, Chapters I-II; Joseph 
Cahill: Postures in Biblical Interpretation; Msgr. Myles Bourke: The Apostolic 
Church and Mosaic Law; Marcian Strange: The Recurring Problem of Biblical 
Inerrancy; Christian Ceroke: The Question of the Resurrection of Christ; 
Addison Wright: The Structure of the Book of Qoheleth; Quentin Quesnell: 
M arcan Style and M arcan Redaction; Antonio Gaboury: Strukturgeschichte of 

the Synoptics. 

The reaction of the participants to the continuing seminars was generally 
favorable. Constructive criticisms centered on two points: a) there should be 
more prior preparation, especially in the form of material sent in advance to 
pre-registered participants, and b) there should be more participation by the 
members in the actual discussions. 

The morning's general session consisted of a paper by Dr. John H. Elliott on 
Ministry and Order in the NT; A Traditio-Historical Analysis. He investigated 
principally 1 Pt 5,1-5. Examining also Mk 10,35-45; Mt 20,20-28; Lk 22,24-27 
and Jn 21, along with several sections of the Pastorals, he suggested the hypoth
esis that some of these texts express Petrine traditions, still fairly flexible in 
form, which coalesced with certain traditions of church order in a Sitz im Leben 

of baptismal catechesis ( a setting supported by the general context of 1 Pt and 
by Jn 13). Although the neoteroi of 1 Pt 5,5 remain an obscure category, they 
are most likely the recently baptized, the "younger" in faith perhaps alluded to in 

Jn 21,18. 
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