
 

REPORT OF THE THIRTIETH GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE CATHOLIC BIBLICAL ASSOCIATION 

OF AMERICA 

The Thirtieth General Meeting of the Catholic Biblical Association of America 

took place at Loyola College, Montreal, Canada, on August 29-31, 1967. The 

meeting opened with a concelebrated votive mass of the Holy Spirit, in which 
the Most Rev. John F. Whealon, Bishop of Erie, was principal celebrant. In 
his homily he reminded fellow members of their responsibility as exegetes to 
contribute to the pastoral role of the Church as stated in the Constitution of 
Vatican II on Revelation, Dei Verbum .. 

Sessions on Tuesday, August 29 

Mitchell J. Dahood, S.J., delivered the opening paper on A New Metrical 

Pattern in Biblical Poetry. The communication is published in this issue (cf. 
pp. 574-9). Charles H. Giblin, S.J., followed with a summary of his detailed study 
on the phrase Until the Son of Man Comes (Mt 10,23). After examining the 
logion in the context of the entire chapter, he showed the need for a new per
spective that avoids the "clock and calendar" interpretation. The paper explained 
the consequences of the fresh approach both for an understanding of the personal 
knowledge of Jesus as revealer and for exploiting the ecumenical possibilities 
of the saying. 

The afternoon session began with the study of Richard F. Zehnle, C.M., 
entitled, The Role of Acts 1-2: A Structural Analysis. The paper stressed the 
artistic and polished nature of the second chapter, which offers an epitome 
of Lucan theology. Ensuing discussion centered on the problem of Luke's method 
of using his sources. Francis Martin then read a paper on Pauline Trinitarian 

Formulas and Church Unity. After tracing the complexity of Paul's treatment 
of the Spirit, he dealt with the texts that link the Church and the Spirit. Paul 
views the Spirit as transforming believers into Christ by revealing Christ to 
them. Dr. Wilhelm Wuellner of the Pacific School of Religion next presented 
Reflections on the Social Status of the Apostles Prior to Their Call. He sur
veyed the development of the literary tradition of the canonical materials dealing 
with the social condition of the apostles. These can be understood correctly only 
according to the literary genre of Hellenistic rhetoric. The paper concluded that 
the failure of ancient and modern commentators to consider this point has led 
to unjustified assumptions about the milieu from which the apostles came. 

In the evening an informal discussion on Pauline literature took place with 
Edward J. Ciuba as chairman. It began with the remarks of Raymond E. 
Brown, S.S., about problems that need more serious investigation on the part 
of Catholic exegetes. Joseph A. Fitzmyer, S.J., pointed out areas of contact 
between Pauline and Qumran literature. After Joseph A. Grassi, M.M., called 
attention to the nature of Paul's apostleship, discussion continued from the floor. 
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