
REPORT OF THE TWENTY-NINTH GENERAL MEEnNG 

OF THE CATHOLIC BIBLICAL ASSOCIAnON 

OF AMERICA 

The Twenty-ninth General Meeting of the Catholic Biblical Association of 

America was held under the patronage of His Excellency, Most Reverend Philip 

M. Hannan, Archbishop of New Orleans, at Notre Dame Seminary, New Or

leans, Louisiana from August 30 to September 1, 1966. Archbishop Hannan 

celebrated the opening Mass of the Holy Spirit in the seminary chapel, and 

welcomed the delegates to the Archdiocese.

Sessions on Tuesday, August 30 

In the opening address, Deuteronomy, Chapters 1-4, an honored guest, Father 

Henri Cazelles, S.S., gave a detailed analysis of Deuteronomy, Chapters 1-4, 

showing the two sources of the chapters, one expressed in the singular and the 

other in the plural, and pointing out the Wisdom tradition of the final redaction 

of the chapters. 

In the second paper, Mark 4,10-13 and the Messianic Secret, Father Aloysius 

Ambrozic maintained that in the thinking of St. Mark, parables are prophetic 
words, rather than instructions. They are decisions or decrees of Christ, they 

are events creating what they foretell. They have two effects : they are creative 
of the new community, and they harden those who reject them. 

In the third paper, The Literary Genre of the Book of Wisdom, Father James 

M. Reese, O.S.F.S., maintained that the literary form of Wisdom is rather 
Hellenistic than Hebrew. The various subalternate forms of diatribe, problem 

literature and organized comparison combine into a general exhortation to seek 
true wisdom.

In the fourth paper, Rabbinics and the New Testament, Dr. Irvin M. Arkin 

declared that the verbal imagery of rabbinic literature, granted the impossibility 
of dating this literature exactly and of determining the direction of influence 
between rabbinic and Christian literature, must be seen as a didactic device for 
approaching a Jewish Christian community. For this community, both the 
Matthean and Lucan infancy gospels were destined. 

In the evening session, a panel discussion was held on the Constitution on 
Divine Revelation, Chapters 1-3. The panelists were Fathers John J. O'Rourke, 
Bruce Vawter, C.M., and Thomas Aquinas Collins, O.P. The panelists concen
trated their attention chiefly on the lost opportunities of the Council, which 
failed, for example, to indicate more recent theories on inspiration. 
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