
REPORT OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE CATHOLIC BmLICAL ASSOCIATION 

OF AMERICA 

The Twenty-Seventh General Meeting of the Catholic Biblical Association of 
America was held under the patronage of His Excellency, Most Reverend Bryan 
J. McEntegart, Bishop of Brooklyn, on September 1-3, 1964. The opening session 
took place in the Vatican Pavilion of New York's World Fair where the Votive 
Mass of the Holy Spirit was celebrated by the Most Reverend Charles R. Mul
rooney, Auxiliary to the Bishop. The meetings of the next two days were at 
Bishop Molloy Retreat House, Jamaica, New York, through the generous hospi
tality of the Passionist community.

Tuesday Sessions--September I 

The presidential address of John L. McKenzie, S.J., which is published in 
this issue, concerned itself with power and authority in the NT. He challenged 
exegesis to focus more attention on the unique nature of the Spirit's power 
within a community of love and on a charismatic authority conceived as service 
to both. 

The opening paper, Recent Discussions on Biblical Theology, was given by 
an honored guest, Roland de Vaux, O.P., of the :8cole Biblique, Jerusalem. 
Surveying recent work in OT theology, he stressed the unique faith-interpreta
tion of historical events which characterizes the biblical narrative. A theology 
of the OT must widen into a theology of both Testaments taken together and 
unified by the search for an adequate faith-analysis of God's action in history. 

In the second paper, On Ezechiel and John, published in this issue, Bruce 
Vawter, C.M., considered the influence of Ezechiel on the themes of "Son of 
Man" and "Paraclete" in John. N,o papers were scheduled for the afternoon and 
evening of that first day. 

Wednesday Sessions--September 2 

The Requiem Mass for deceased members of the Association was offered by 
the Most Reverend John F. Whealon at 9:00 A.M. The first paper of the 
morning was presented by Martin Hopkins, O.P., and discussed The Historical 
Perspective of Apocalypse 1-11. His thesis was that Ap 1-11 treated exclusively 
of the divine judgment on Israel and that the treatment of Rome was found 
only in Ap 12-19; the farmer's past fulfillment assured the latter's future ac
complishment. Peter Ellis, C.SS.R., analyzed various series of Foreshadowing 
Texts in Genesis (those dealt with the rise of Israel, the Exodus, the conquest of 
Edom, and the Davidic dynasty). This usage was a common literary device in 
extrabiblical literature but its use by the Yahwist served also a theological func-
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