
REPORT OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE CATHOLIC BIBLICAL ASSOCIATION 

OF AMERICA 

The Twenty-Sixth General Meeting of the Catholic Biblical Association of 
America was held under the patronage of His Excellency, Most Reverend 

Joseph T. McGucken, Archbishop of San Francisco, on August 27-?!J, 1963, 

at the University of San Francisco, San Francisco, California. The Most 
Reverend Bishop Merlin J. Guilfoyle, Auxiliary to the Archbishop, celebrated 
the opening Mass and addressed words of welcome to the members. 

Tuesday Sessions-August 27 

Representatives of several learned associations were on hand for this meeting 

and were duly welcomed by the assembly. These were Dr. James Muilenburg of 

the San Francisco Theological Seminary, representing the Society of Biblical 

Literature; Msgr. John Tracy Ellis for the American Catholic Historical 

Society; and Fr. John Fallon for the Catholic College Teachers of Sacred 

Doctrine. 

The first paper Genesis 1-3 in Modern Theology was presented by Charles E. 
Henkey. The purpose of the paper was twofold: first, to justify the work of 

dogmatic theology and second, to make a practical application to the first three 

chapters of Genesis. 

Ignatius Hunt, O.S.B., gave the next paper, The Gift of Knowledge and 

Original Justice. The conclusions reached from the pericopes of Gn treated 
were that some allusions to knowledge, all implicit, are permissible and applica­

ble to mankind, but that infused knowledge is a highly doubtful endowment. The 

naming of Gn 2,19-20 is not simply an act of intelligence, but a lordly act deter­
mining future activity. 

Dennis J. McCarthy, S.J., presented the final paper of the morning session 

Three Covenants in Gn 21,21-33; 26,26-33; 31,44-54. The purpose of the paper 
was to highlight some aspects of Israelite covenant making, esp. oath and 

covenant meal. 

The papers of the afternoon session were basically philological; Frederick L. 

Moriarty, S.J., treated of the Lament over Tyre, (Ez 27). 

Job's Final Plea (Jb 29-31) and the Lord's Reply (Jb 38-41) was the title 
of the paper read by Patrick W. Skehan. Job 29-31 and 38-41 possess an overall 
structure and balance, a point which can be viewed as an argument for the 
intrusive character of the Elihu narratives of 32-37. Job's plea in ?!J-31 is a 
full scale review of his case, looking for an answer from God. In response to 
the plea of Job the author composed the Lord's response in 38-41 to excel the 
successive parts of the plea: 38 and 39 are a diptych of the Lord's created 
marvels; 40 and 41 have the purpose of casting into the shadow c. 31 of Job's 
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