
REPOR. T OF THE NINETEENTH GENER.AL MEET
ING OF THE CATHOLIC BIBLICAL ASSOCIATION 

OF AMERICA AT BUFFALO, NEW YOR.K, 
SEPTEMBER. 27-29, 1956 

The CBA program committee had entertained some uneasiness as to at
tendance because this year's meeting, held in conjunction with the Tenth 
National Congress of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, was scheduled 
for September 27-29, soon after the opening of school. Contrary to all ex
pectations, however, an attendance of eighty-five shattered the record of at 
least the last four years. 

Because recent studies necessitate a fresh investigation of the messianic 
prophecies the meeting presented a symposium of fifteen papers on "Messianism 
in the Bible." This departure from the previous practice of a program on 
varied topics proved as felicitous as it was novel. 

The presidential address of Rev. Thomas Aquinas Collins, O.P., opened the 
meeting at the Hotel Statler, headquarters of the CCD Congress, Thursday, 
September 27, at 9 :45 a.m. The President pointed to the objective of the pro
gram, i.e., to offer a minimal amount of teaching on messianism upon which 
all will agree and whence conclusions can be drawn. The full text of this ad
dress appears elsewhere in this issue. 

Rev. Roland E. Murphy, 0. Carm., gave the first paper, "Notes on OT Mes
sianism and Apologetics," which is also published in this issue of CBQ. The 
discussion centered around the identification of eschatology and messianism, 
and the OT and Qumran evidence for a priestly messias. 

After the 20-minute discussion, the Rev. Eamonn O'Doherty, S.S.C., spoke 
on "The Organic Development of Messianic Revelation." This paper, printed 
in this issue, outlined the history of the development of messianic hope. Fr. 
Hartman asked how one could prove that messianic ideas had been read into 
texts, e.g., of the Pentateuch, before they became parts of inspired books. Gn 
49,10 was given as an example. Originally it was part of a poem in honor of 
David, a purely historical text. Ez 21,32 shows that in Ezechiel's time it was 
understood messianically. Gn 49,1, an editorial introduction, shows that the 
poem is understood in an eschatological sense. Therefore, the meaning of Gn 
49,10 was messianic before it was fitted into the present context in Gn. Not 
all were eager to accept the "rereading" hypothesis. 

The last paper of the morning, "The Dynastic Oracle (2 Sm 7,14ff; Pss 
2; 88; 109)," by Rev. John L. McKenzie, S.J., met with so favorable a hearing 
that the members waived the time allotted for discussion and asked Fr. Mc
Kenzie to read his conclusions instead. It is given in full in this issue. 

The meeting adjourned until 2 :45 p.m., when the Rev. Alphonsus Benson, 
M.S.Ss. T., began the afternoon session with a paper on "The Messianism of
Amos." The brief discussion centered on the controversy about the authenticity
of 9,11-15. Fr. Benson stated two arguments advanced against authenticity,
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