Workshop Hand Coloring with Oils on Photo Paper
Roy Kerckhoffs

In this workshop we will be hand coloring one of my 12x18” black and white photographs on photo paper. We will be
using Marshall’'s Photo Oils, which is a dedicated transparent oil paint to color black and white photographs or
illustrations.

On Hand Coloring

Hand coloring (or hand tinting, hand painting) refers to any method of manually adding color to a monochrome
photograph or illustration, generally either to heighten the realism of the image or for artistic purposes.

Even though the first permanent black and white photograph was created in the mid 1820’s, the first hand colored
photos were daguerreotypes, invented in 1838-1839.

Color photos - even though rare - existed already as early as 1855, but it was much more popular to hand color b&w
photos and it remained the most effective method to make full-color photos until the mid-20th century when Kodak
introduced Kodachrome color film.

Marshall's Photo Oils

Initially the paints were developed to color black and white photographs, but they can also be used to touch up color
photographs.

The John G. Marshall company was founded in 1919 by Lucile Robertson Marshall and was mostly a chemical-supply
company. A little later the Marshall’s Photo Oils were developed.

The oils are not produced anymore and remaining inventory is being sold. Marshall's Photo Oils are available from
Blick Art Materials (https://www.dickblick.com/) or B&H Photo and Video (https://www.bhphotovideo.com/). You can
also find them on eBay.

Applicators
Cotton rounds and Q-tips with 100% cotton are the best as others with (partial) synthetic fibers may scratch the photo
paper and they may not absorb the paint adequately. For very detailed work | use Eye Tees which have pointy ends.

Photo Paper

In this workshop we’ll only deal with resin-coated papers. These are photographs that are printed with light jets (which
are basically automated darkrooms) and have to have either a matte or lustre finish (i.e. not glossy or metallic paper),
otherwise the paint doesn'’t hold. I've worked with matte and lustre Fuji Crystal Archive Photo Paper and lustre Kodak
Endura Archive Photo Paper.

If you’d like to color your own photographs, you can order photographs on these papers at:
The Great American Photo Lab (https://northcoastphoto.com/) in Carlsbad, CA.

Chrome Digital (https://chromedigital.com/) in San Diego, CA.

Nations Photo Lab (https://www.nationsphotolab.com/)

Walmart (https://photos3.walmart.com/)

Depending on the weather and specific colors used, it takes 2 to 7 days for the art to dry.

My info
Website: https://roykart.com

Youtube: Roy Kerckhoffs Art, where | have many tutorials ’!K RC) KQV‘Cka)GQ 'S Ar+
Instagram: @roy_kerckhoffs_art g*_\/

Facebook: facebook.com/eyeballphotography

Books
My Encinitas coffee table book, ISBN 978-0-9986080-1-3, has two chapters on hand coloring.
Handtinting photographs: materials, techniques and special effects. Martin & Colbeck, ISBN 0-89134-303-2

Take 20% off my website for a month with coupon code WORKSHOP
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