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F.J. Barnard Bindery– circa 1900



F.J. Barnard – Hand Sewing



F.J. Barnard – Collating



F.J. Barnard – Case Making



F.J. Barnard – Finishing



LBI Standard for Library Binding

• 1923 – ALA Committee on Bookbinding & 
Employing Bookbinders of America –
Uniform Methods for Library Binding

• 1935-1980 – 7 editions of the
LBI Standard for Library Binding

�Custom Collation

�Oversewn

�Trimmed

�Rounded and Backed

�Buckram Cover with Binders Board

�Durability was the primary concern



LBI Standard – 1986 – 8th Edition



LBI Standard – 1986 – 8th Edition

• Custom and Standard Collation

• Leaf Attachment Options

– Recase

– Sew through the fold

– Double Fan Adhesive bind

– Oversew

– Box                    



Recase – retain original sewing



Sew through the fold



Sew through the fold



Ultrabind – Double Fan Adhesive Bind



Ultrabind – Double Fan Adhesive Bind



Oversew



Enclosure - Phase Box



Reformat - Preservation Facsimile



Reformat - Preservation Facsimile



LBI Standard – 1986 – 8th Edition

• No Trim Option (Hand trim)

• Flat Back Option

• C-1 bookcloth cover material Option

• Flush bottom case option



LBI Standard – 1986 – 8th Edition

• Pix of No Trim



LBI Standard – 1986 – 8th Edition

• Pix of No Trim



LBI Standard – 1986 – 8th Edition

• Pix of No Trim



Library of Congress Video –

1989

• Library Binding: A Shared Responsibility, 

A Collaborative Effort

– Teaching tool to educate librarians about the 

product– library binding

• Library Binding: A Shared Responsibility, 

A Collaborative Effort



ACRL-NE seminar



ALA Guide to the LBI Standard



ALA Guide to the LBI Standard

1990

• Follows the organization of the Standard

• Commentary with 

Advantages & Disadvantages

• Explains the process with trade-offs clearly 

presented,rather than just listing the options

• Sample Decision Trees 

– Suitability for binding

– Leaf Attachment



Librarian’s Guide – 1990

• Supplementary Products & Services such 

as Phase Boxes, Reformatting

• Sample Customer Profile

• Many Illustrations



Illustrations by Gary Frost



Parts of a Bound Volume



ANSI/NISO Z39.66-1992 
(R1998)



ANSI/NISO Z39.66-1992 
(R1998)

• Durable Hardcover Binding for Books

• Trade binding specification

• Not widely cited, followed, or recognized



Trade Bindings



Performance Measures for Library Binding-1995



Performance Measures for Library Binding

• written by Barclay Ogden and Bob Strauss

• Sponsored by LBI

• Tested 

– Openability

– Joint Strength

– Strength of Leaf Attachment

– Endcap Strength

– Overall Durability

• Basis for Performance Specifications in 
ANSI/NISO/LBI Z39.78-2000 Library Binding



ANSI/NISO Z39.76-1996

.



ANSI/NISO Z39.76-1996

• Data Elements for Binding Library Materials

• AVIAC (Automated Vendors Industry Advisory Committee )

• Structured Order Chart 

– Tag

– Elements and Subelements

• Data Dictionary



International Standard ISO 11800



ISO Standard for Library Binding

• 1998 – International Standard ISO 11800 

Requirements for binding materials and 

methods used in the manufacture of books

• Based on 1986 LBI Standard with 

modifications for the European perspective



ANSI/NISO/LBI Z39.78-2000



ANSI/NISO/LBI Z39.78-2000

• Updated Specifications for Methods & Materials

• Added Performance benchmarks

• Changes from 1986

– Include flat backed spine treatment

– Allow non-binders board cover board

– Make optional the cord at the head and tail of the case

– Specify narrow hinge and wide hinge cases

– Specify PVA for case making

– Includes metric equivalents

• Due for review in 2005– every 5 years.



Acme Bookbinding Order Entry



Collating



Leaf Attachment



Cover Lettering



Case Making



Casing - in



Final Inspection



Packing



The End


