
 
 
 

 
 

 

Student Chapter Activities Playbook 
 

The Role of this Playbook 

 
The Biomedical Engineering Society's student chapters are the foundation for our 
society, uniting and promoting the future of the biomedical engineering profession. 
Each chapter is encouraged to submit an annual Chapter Development Report and 
based on the merits of their fundraising activities, inter-chapter events, mentoring 
workshops, or programs involving their community or local industry, may be selected 
for a Student Chapter award for outstanding efforts. 

The Society is aware that many newer chapters struggle to think of, plan, or execute 
events to the level of some of the Societies older chapters, and have begun this living 
compendium of prior successful chapter activities to help those newer chapters increase 
their benefits to their student members. 

This is intended to be a living document and as such we welcome any additions your 
chapter wishes to provide. The Society will update the Student Chapter Activities 
Playbook every summer after the submission of the prior year’s Chapter Development 
Reports. 

We intend to have several working sections, and if you have questions about any 
activity in any section please email studentaffairs@bmes.org 

Special thanks given to the members of the Student Affairs Subcommittee and to Kyle 
Jacobs for assisting with the creation of this document. 

SECTION 1: Fundraising Activities and Programs 

SECTION 2: Industry Activities and Programs 

SECTION 3: Mentorship Activities and Programs 

SECTION 4: Inter-Chapter Activities and Programs 

SECTION 5: Community Outreach Activities and Programs 

SECTION 6: Social Activities and Programs, marked Other 



SECTION 1: Fundraising Activities and Programs 

Fundraising is an integral part of your student chapter’s success; without driving and 
increasing funds throughout the year you’ll be unable to host as many programmatic 
workshops and activities as your members would like. Fundraising deepens your coffers 
while simultaneously bringing your chapter together, through shared events. 

Many chapters use fundraising to cover chapter compliance minimums, by fundraising 
to cover the cost of the required ten BMES Student Memberships, this is an excellent 
way to remove the financial burden from your members meanwhile ensuring your 
chapters eligibility for national benefits 

One way to fundraise is to partner with a local restaurant, bar, ice cream parlor, 
bowling alley, etc., many of whom are already familiar with fundraising and have an 
event plan in place called a “fundraising night”. In return for advertising their business 

and pushing sales on your fundraising night, your chapter would receive X percent of 
the sales from anyone who stopped by and mentioned your chapter/event. 

 

USCD Example 

 

UCLA, 2022 BMES 
Commendable 
Achievement 
Award Winner, for 
their fundraising 
partnered with 
both popular 
restaurant fast 
food chain, 
Chipotle, and local 
grocery store 
Ralph’s to raise 

funds for their chapter. 

Although COVID protocols and procedures are still into play/have not fully uplifted, 
does not mean less opportunities for fundraising. In 2021, BMES Outstanding Student 
Chapter Award Winner Tecnológico de Monterrey BMES Student Chapter raised funds 
by 
 
 
Pine View School of the Gifted, 2021 and 2022 BMES Outstanding High School Student 
Chapter Award winner fundraised for their chapter by holding a booth at their school’s 
fair.   
 
 
 



It’s important to reach out to your 
University or school and see what 
the Student Body Government 
offers by way of funding, or to see if 
the University itself would donate 
funds to your chapter. Many schools 
finance events, activities, or even 
professional memberships for their 
students in order to further their 
careers, so always make sure you 
are leaving no stone unturned. 
 
It’s also possible to partner with 
local industry and request that they 
sponsor you. This would be 
something you would have to 
develop one-on-one with an 
interested business in the area, but 
many see the great work our 
chapters do for the community and 
want to become more involved. 
Reaching out to local businesses in 

the STEM field to see if they have grant departments or are interested in donating their 
time, expertise, or funds to furthering the chapters cause. 
 

SECTION 2: Industry Activities and Programs 
 
One of the many key focuses of your chapter should be to create activities and 
programs involving local STEM industry. By planning and executing chapter-industry 
activities, you give your student members the opportunity to make valuable 
connections, thus helping them down the line. You also expose your student members 
to different aspects of the BME industry, be it healthcare, government, med-devices, 
R&D, etc. 
 

The Ohio State university, 2022 
BMES’ Outstanding Chapter 
Industry, hosted a multitude of 
events because of their chapters 
“heavy demand, as mentioned in 
their CDR. For example, They 
hosted a Networking Night event 
to A useful tool for reaching out 
to local industry is your 
universities Career Centre; their 
main goal is to facilitate the 
students desire to connect with 
industry in a meaningful and 

productive way. Another tool would be your universities BME department chair and your 
chapters faculty advisor. After that, a search of available local internships in your field 



will help you determine which companies may be most approachable. 
SECTION 3: Mentorship Activities and Programs 

 
Another focus for your chapter is building and maintaining a successful mentorship 
program. Essentially offering activities, workshops, events, and incentives to promote 
the mentorship of one student by another. These connections and opportunities will 
help your members grow their career and give them a jumpstart after graduation. 
 
Another focus for your chapter is building and maintaining a successful mentorship 
program. Essentially offering activities, workshops, events, and incentives to promote 
the mentorship of one student by another. These connections and opportunities will 
help your members grow their career and give them a jumpstart after graduation. 
 
University of Southern California 

  
A program, implemented by BMES national, is our Mentor Matchup program. This 
program is to pair student biomedical engineers with an established professional 
(mentor) who have agreed to be in communication with the chapter for guidance or 
help on a specific program, activity, or student chapter workshop. On the Student 
Chapter homepage, select the Mentorship tab to found out more. 
 

SECTION 4: Inter-Chapter Activities and Programs 
 
An important component of a strong student chapter is the ability to work well with 
others, namely other professional organizations located on your campus or other BMES 
student chapters located in your region. Creating events, regional conferences and 
competitions, and workshops with other chapters will benefit not only your members 
but those in the community around you. 
 

SECTION 5: Community Outreach Activities and Programs 
 
One of the goals of any student chapter needs to be giving back to the community, be 
it through mentorship of younger students, organization charity work, fundraising or 
item-drives, or cleaning up the environment. Not only is volunteer work regarded highly 
in the professional community but it imbues the self with a sense of accomplishment 
and well-being. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



SECTION 6: Social Activities and Programs, marked Other 
 
As a successful student chapter, in order to retain members and encourage growth, you 
have to provide activities that are not only engaging, challenging, and rewarding, but 
also fun! Which you can have fun working with the community, volunteering, 
fundraising, mentoring, and working with industry, sometimes it’s nice to kick back and 

do something for nothing. 
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