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Piedmont Triad Partnership: Alamance, Caswell, 
   Davidson, Davie, Forsyth, Guilford, Montgomery1, 
   Randolph, Rockingham, Stokes, Surry, and Yadkin 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

North Carolina’s Southeast: 
   Cumberland, Montgomery1

 , and Moore counties
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Research Triangle Regional Partnership: Chatham, 
   Harnett, Johnston (part), Lee, Orange (part), and Person
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Not part of a regional econ. dev. partnership: Wilkes2
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 Montgomery County is part of both PTP and N.C.’s Southeast regional partnerships 
2 Wilkes would remain a Carolina Core county even if under-discussion NW regional group is formed

Using the Carolina Core brand
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A WIN FOR ONE IS A WIN FOR ALL
Carolina Core economic development organizations
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 current U.S. 421 roadbed 
from Greensboro to 
Sanford, signage is up

 new location to be chosen 
from Sanford to I-95

Sanford

Greensboro

Future I-685
from I-85 to I-95

Carolina Core signature effort: accomplished
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For segment from
Sanford to I-95:
 3 alternate routes 

are under review
 decision likely      

3rd Quarter 2026

Dunn

Fayetteville

Sanford

Future
I-685

A (green) –
Sanford to Dunn

B (blue) – Sanford
to Fayetteville

C (red) – Sanford
 to Fayetteville

Carolina Core signature effort: accomplished
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Future Interstate effort on U.S. 421
in Wilkes, Yadkin, and Forsyth counties

1. support from local economic development groups, local 
governments, N.C. Dept of Transportation

2. support from North Carolina’s U.S. Senators and U.S. 
Representatives

3. North Carolina Member of Congress submits appropriate 
language for proposed legislation

4. Congress adopts legislation with that provision

Carolina Core current effort for Interstate
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Future Interstate effort on U.S. 421
in Wilkes, Yadkin, and Forsyth counties

In 2022 and 2023, resolutions of support came from:

 Wilkes County
 Yadkin County
 Forsyth County
 Town of Wilkesboro
 Town of North Wilkesboro

 Ashe County 
 Surry County
 High Country 

Council of 
Governments

Carolina Core current effort for Interstate
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N.C.’s congressional delegation expects U.S. 421 
from Wilkesboro to Yadkinville to Winston-Salem 

will get designation by Oct. 2026

Future Interstate 777

Wilkesboro

Yadkinville
Winston-Salem

Carolina Core’s current effort for Interstate
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