Blue Ridge Parkway

uperintendent Tracy Swartout
anuary, 2023




What is a park Superintendent ?

This? or This?




A

\VISESRHIE

A
A



p—
i
N
)
N
eYo]
=
3
i
I~
()]
i
eYo]
=
=
c

I

b

A

ANVISERRHNE

A
A

YAOIUIR:

1]
O)

EXRIETRAEN



To “consetrve the scenery and the natural and historic
objects and the wildlife” of the national parks and to
“provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner
and by such means as will leave them unimpaired
for the enjoyment of future generations.”
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NATIONAL PARKS BENEFIT YOU

National parks are a vital

part of our nation’s economy
and help drive a vibrant
tourism and outdoor

recreation industry. mi“ion

visitors traveled to
National Park Service
sites in 2021.

Visitors spent

205

] bi"ion in communities within

A contribution of 60 miles of a park.

Great Smoky Mountains
National Park had 14.2
u million visits in 2021

- =) with $1.3 billion in
b I I I I o n ! Capitol Reef National visitor spending t}l1at
4 Park had 1.4 million supported 18,807 jobs.

to the nation’s [ | recreation visits in
economy. 2021 with $113.4
: million in visitor

|
i spending that 42 3
1 supported
' National
Park Sites
J

jobs were supported
by visitor spending.
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NPS Visitor Sepnding (2021)

Directly Affected Sectors

. Camping
Gas

. Groceries
$20.5 billion
. Hotels

in Visitor Spending B recreation Industries

. Restaurants

- Retail

. Transportation
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GREAT AMERICAN
OUTDOORS AGT

authorizes up to $1.3 billion per year
from FY 2021 — FY 2025 for crucial
infrastructure investments.
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4 Supporting 43,700 jobs
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Creating $3 billion in
= labor market
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‘ Contributing $4.7 billion to the

= nation’s gross domestic product
The Great American Outdoors Act
established the National Parks and Public ICA
Land Legacy Restoration Fund (LRF). el



Monthly Parkway Visitation
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-~ ECONOMIC IMPACT
~ of the Blue Ridge Parkway

15.9M Visitors in 2021

$1.3B spent in gateways
Supporting 17,900+ jobs

$1.7B economic output
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Parkway Visitor Sepnding (2021)

" Directly Affected Sectors
. Camping

Gas
. Groceries
$1.3 billion . T
in Visitor Spending . Recreation Industries

. Restaurants

- Retail

. Transportation
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ki Parkway Contributions to Economy (2021)

Directly Affected Sectors

. Camping
Gas

. Groceries

. Hotels

. Recreation Industries

$1.7 billion

in Economic Output

. Restaurants

. Retail

. Transportation

Secondary Effects

. Secondary Effects






Maintenance & Engineering
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sitor and Resource Protection
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- Parkway Strategic Priorities

Caring for the Corridor
Investing in Campgrounds, Trails, Pichic Areas
Protecting Boundaries & Fundamental Resources

Inspiring New Stewards
Determining future of vacant structures

Cultivating workforce for the future
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ties to connect

.
=)

lariNg Infermation; managing expectation

" Road conditions/events
I Sharing responsibility

= Direct support
mRVistarRestoration
mEConelvianerrestoration
m-RPhilanthropicipartners

“SRHUERNCING VISITOYS
mEHOSpItality/ traiming
' Stewarasnipretnics

I Regional planning for future experence

~irallfCOnNECHIVItY, SreenwWays, Parking
YA@IUFRSATVIFESRHFERA
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NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE

et

Shared Stewardship...

NORTH CAROLINA
STATE PARKS

BLUERIDQE

NATIONAE HERITAGE AREA

Serving the Visitors to America’s
National Parks and Other Public Trusts

Where the , A ;
on t/le Sna’é:;m

RY
ANN}ECE?S%. ’ p ka

gamity Friends Fun:
2

Recreation
and Tourism

S M BSIEE i

pEst!
TEWIDE PE
SNk STR
NORTH AR

i

Friends of the -
CONSERVATION TRUST MOUNTAINS-TO-SEA TRAIL
FOR NORTH CAROLINA



STAY SAFE

AVOID CROWDED AREAS
PACK IT IN, PACK IT OUT y
VISIT A PARK VIRTUALLY __/f g
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RECREATE RESPONSIBLY

PLEASE COMPLY WITH STATE AND LOCAL GUIDANCE

US'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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