[Date]
U.S. Department of Transportation
Docket Operations, M-30
West Building Ground Floor, Room W12-140
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590-0001
Re: Docket FAA-2026-9274 — Support for ATEC’s Petition for Exemption
To Whom It May Concern:
On behalf of [school name] in [city, state], I support ATEC's petition allowing eligible ATEC General Aviation Maintenance Credential holders to take the FAA Aviation Mechanic General written knowledge test. This opportunity would strengthen recruitment, ease students' transition into our program, and support retention and completion.
High school programs using Choose Aerospace introduce students to aviation maintenance and build foundational knowledge before they enter A&P school. Allowing eligible students to demonstrate that knowledge through the FAA test would strengthen connections between these programs and schools like ours in the following ways:
[Describe how your school could use FAA test completion reports, selecting or adapting examples relevant to your program, or how completion test reports could reinforce what you are already doing:
· Recruitment and matriculation: Test results could help us identify prepared applicants, strengthen high school partnerships, and guide more students into our program with informed commitment to the profession.
· Credit or placement: Alongside other assessments and records, passing results would inform consideration of credit for prior learning or advanced placement under our school's policies, reducing repeated coursework, training time, and costs.
· Available seats and waitlists: Students qualifying for advanced standing could fill seats opened by attrition in later Airframe or Powerplant courses. This could allow us to admit prepared students into those openings even when entry-level cohorts are full and have a waitlist.
· Retention: Students entering with foundational knowledge and an FAA testing milestone completed would have already invested in the career path. Their preparation and demonstrated commitment could help lower attrition and increase program completion.
Also consider adding examples involving your high school partnerships, student preparation, available seats, or retention efforts.]
The petition would preserve FAA testing standards and remaining certification requirements while strengthening the pathway into part 147 education. We respectfully urge FAA to grant this targeted relief, helping schools attract prepared students and support their progress toward aviation maintenance careers.
Sincerely,
[Name, Title]
