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The School of Architecture

Established 1898, Current Home - Bond Hall, built 1917



Rome Studies Center

Via Monterone, 76, 00186 
Roma, Italy



The Architecture Library



The Rare Book Room



Rare Book Room Collections

The Helen Park List –
Architecture Books 
Available in the US 

Prior to the American 
Revolution

Palladio
I Quattro Libri dell’Architettura…
1570



Rare Book Room Collections 

The Hitchcock List  - The 
First Architecture Books 

Published in the US, 
1775-1895

Benjamin , Asher
Practice of Architecture
Boston, 1833

Gardner, E.C.
The House that Jill Built…
Springfield, 1886



Rare Book Room Collections

The Classical 
Collection –

books related to 
the study of 

architecture in 
the classical 

world

Adam, Robert 
The Ruins of the Palace of the Emperor Diocletian…
1764



Naming the Collection 



Building the Collections



Use of the Collections

Professor Thomas Gordon Smith working with one of 
our latest acquisitions.  



Use of the Collections

Professor Thomas Gordon Smith leads his 
Grecian Architecture and Furniture class of in 

the Rare Book Room



Professor Carroll 
William Westfall 

working with 4th year 
Architecture Student 
Clarissa Barrientos

Use of the Collections



The Sketchbook Assignment

ARCH 73221, Architectural Treatises

The final assignment requires that you play the
role of Thomas Blackburn. You are to select
two (not one and not three) books you believe
will assist your professional development as an
architect and use them as sources for your own
sketchbook.

The form this exercise is to take should follow
that of your predecessors, such as Francesco di
Giorgio Martini and Thomas Blackburn, that is,
a sketchbook. Their circumstances were
different from yours: they had only very
limited access to books, and you have them in
abundance…



Graduate Student 
Michael Meszeros 

working with 
Desgodets’ Les 

Édifices Antiques 
de Rome… (1682) 
and Owen Biddle’s 

The Young 
Carpenters 

Assistant… (1805)

The Sketchbook Assignment



Promoting the Collections

Current Display – Selections from the Park and Hitchcock Lists

In the 
Library…



Promoting the Collections

On the website…



Promoting the Collections

To a 
broader 

audience…



What I have learned…

• Rare Book School is amazing

• Collaboration is crucial

• Donors like buying books

• Deep down, architecture students love 
books!

• Don’t have to be unique to promote in 
a unique way



What’s Next?

• Continued Collecting

• Expanding our scope to include early 
French publications

• Promotion through articles and 
presentations

• Further study in Rare Book School



Thank you.

Questions?

The other way architecture students 
use the library…

Jennifer Parker

jparker9@nd.edu


