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HOWARD KARNO AWARD GIVEN TO HAMMAN’S “INVENTION OF THE 
COLONIAL AMERICAS” 

 
WESTFORD, Massachusetts – Byron Ellsworth Hamann's "Invention of the Colonial Americas: 
Data, Architecture, and the Archive of the Indies, 1781–1844" has received the 2024 Howard 
Karno award. This publication was submitted for consideration by Bruce Chorney, Getty 
Publications. 
 
The Howard Karno Award has historically been given to "art librarians residing in Latin America 
or art librarians residing in North America working with significant Latin American 
art/architecture research collections or researching subjects or themes related to Latin 
American art/architecture" in support of attendance at the annual conference. This year, the 
award was given instead to the author of a publication related to Ibero-American art, 
architecture, photography (all time periods). 
 
One of the committee members said of Invention of the Colonial Americas: "I found this book 
on the construction of the Colonial Americas through study of the Archive in Seville absolutely 
compelling, especially in the ways it connected the past with the present and our relationship 
with data. It seems incredibly relevant to art/architecture librarians and archivists, which seems 
central to ARLIS. It is also well written, attractively designed, and prompted critical questions 
for modern day scholars to ponder in their own work." 
 
This award comes with a cash prize of $1200 for the author. 
 
The members of the 2024 ARLIS/NA Howard Karno Award Sub-Committee were Laurel Bliss 
(chair), Maggie Portis, and Lynn Kawaratani. 
 
About the Art Libraries Society of North America 
 
Founded in 1972, the Art Libraries Society of North America (ARLIS/NA) is a dynamic, 
international organization of close to 1,000 individuals devoted to fostering excellence in art 
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and design librarianship and image management in the United States, Canada and Mexico. 
The membership includes architecture and art librarians, visual resources professionals, 
artists, curators, educators, publishers, students, and others interested in visual arts 
information. To serve this diverse constituency, the Society provides a wide range of programs 
and services within an organizational structure that encourages participation at every level. 
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