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ARLIS/NA	RELEASES	STATE	OF	ART	MUSEUM	LIBRARIES	2016	WHITE	PAPER	
	
OAK	CREEK,	WI	(March	29,	2017)—	The	ARLIS/NA	Executive	Board	announces	the	publication	of	the	
State	of	Art	Museum	Libraries	2016	White	Paper.	The	report	demonstrates	the	current	roles,	issues,	and	
challenges	faced	by	art	museum	libraries	in	the	United	States.	

Art	museum	libraries	provide	authoritative,	relevant,	and	timely	research	service	to	their	museum	
constituents	and	the	general	public,	and	act	as	fundamental	partners	in	the	art	museum’s	educational	
mission.	Despite	their	importance,	art	museum	libraries	are	facing	pressures	from	many	directions,	and	
are	increasingly	required	to	provide	value	propositions	for	their	existence.	The	historic	and	enduring	
value	of	the	art	library,	and	the	employees	who	develop,	promote,	and	safeguard	its	resources,	cannot	
be	emphasized	enough	to	the	staff,	administration	and	the	governing	boards	of	art	museums.	This	paper	
takes	a	closer	look	at	these	constraints	in	specific	institutions	and	offers	strategies	to	remedy	the	
adverse	effects.	

Eumie	Imm	Stroukoff,	President	of	ARLIS/NA,	stated:	“The	white	paper	illuminates	the	issues	faced	by	
specialized	art	museum	research	libraries,	and	provides	possible	solutions	as	a	constructive	way	to	
manage	change.”	The	Executive	Board	and	co-authors	believe	this	paper	will	serve	to	move	the	
profession	forward	in	a	positive	and	constructive	manner.	The	co-authors	of	the	white	paper	are:	Anne	
Evenhaugen,	Shaina	Buckles	Harkness,	Alison	Huftalen,	Nicole	Lovenjak,	Mary	Wassermann,	and	Roger	
Lawson	(Editor).		

About	the	Art	Libraries	Society	of	North	America		
Founded	in	1972,	the	Art	Libraries	Society	of	North	America	is	a	dynamic,	international	organization	of	
more	than	1,000	individuals	devoted	to	fostering	excellence	in	art	and	design	librarianship	and	image	
management	in	the	United	States,	Canada,	and	Mexico.	The	membership	includes	architecture	and	art	
librarians,	visual	resources	professionals,	artists,	curators,	educators,	publishers,	students,	and	others	
interested	in	visual	arts	information.	To	serve	this	diverse	constituency,	the	Society	provides	a	wide	
range	of	programs	and	services	within	an	organizational	structure	that	encourages	participation	at	all	
levels.		
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