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It is a real joy and privilege to introduce Dr. Marilyn Russell–or Mari as many of us know her–as 
this year’s recipient of the ARLIS/NA Distinguished Service Award, which recognizes individuals 
who have made outstanding contributions to our field.  

I’d like to take a moment to recognize Jane Devine Mejia and Richard Saladino for putting 
together the very strong and compelling packet for Mari’s nomination.   

As a member of ARLIS/NA since 1987, Mari has left an indelible mark on the Society through 
her professional service, her leadership in art librarianship, and her role as an educator, 
advocate and practicing artist. Her life and work are rooted in her Native American identity as 
an enrolled member of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe at Lake Leech Indian Reservation, Cass 
Lake, Minnesota. 

Mari has been involved in the Society’s work in a host of ways since the late 1980s, including 
serving at the committee, division, chapter, and executive board levels in nearly 20 different 
positions. Most notably, Mari served as ARLIS/NA President in 2010 when she ably led our 
organization in the wake of a financially challenging period. Further, she steered the Society 
through our second joint conference with the VRA, which required a fair amount of 
diplomacy—at which Mari excels. Throughout her tenure, she found ways to include all voices 
in conversations and the decision-making process.  

Mari’s impact on our profession goes far beyond her board and committee service. As Janine 
Henri points out in her letter of support, and I quote: 

“A special focus of Mari’s contributions to the profession has been to address issues related to 
access to information about contemporary Native American art and about women artists, and 
about the information needs of Native American artists. Another focus has been on the 
librarian as educator and on library leadership and diversity. In both of these areas Mari has 
generously shared her insights as artist, scholar, and Native American.” 

Liv Valmestad amplifies this within her own letter of support: 

“Marilyn is a great connector – her curiosity and passion for arts and culture extend to people. 
Her capacity for networking, collaboration, and relationship-building shines through, whether in 
her contributions to ARLIS/NA, being a mentor, or being an ordained minister. Her calming 
voice and influence have been felt from the United States to England and Wales, in her ability 
to build bridges and forge connections.” 



For myself, I had the opportunity to witness Mari’s talents and skills first-hand while serving 
alongside her on the ARLIS/NA board. In my own letter of recommendation, I shared that I 
found her to be a model of patience, grace, and positivity. But make no mistake, while Mari 
remains open to ideas from others she holds firm to her convictions and is fierce in the pursuit 
of her goals and passion. 

In closing, Mari embodies a truly North American record of professional service that extends 
across Canada, Mexico, and the United States. 

Please join me in welcoming this year’s Distinguished Service Award recipient, Marilyn Russell. 

 

-- Jon Evans 

 

 


