
The Friends of Fiber Art 
International 

Artist File Collection
Beth Goodrich, Librarian

American Craft Council



Since 1943, the 
ACC has 
championed 
craft and craft 
artists









The ACC 
Library

~20,000 volumes

~120 periodicals

~archival collections

~4000 artist files



The ACC Digital 
Collections

~Institutional archives

~Museum of Contemporary  
Crafts (MAD)

~Craft Horizons/American 
Craft magazine

~Other craft organizations





v Selection of 
artists

� FoFA Artist Files represented approximately 1500 artists

� Referenced the ACC Artist Files for artists common to both FoFA
and ACC collections

� Gave special consideration to additional artists from 
underrepresented communities



v Selection of 
materials

� Focused on unpublished materials/avoided material that would 
involve third party rights

� Careful about material with personal information

� 80% of selected materials consisted of images, 20% textual 
documents

� Combined the FoFA and ACC artist file materials for a more robust 
selection



PERMISSIONS



v Outreach for 
permissions

� ACC artists have agreed to allow access to their files

� Had contact information for many of the artists

� Digital collection includes a clear rights statement

� Sent letter requesting permission

� Assured use for educational purposes only

� 35% return of signed permission agreements, only one refusal



v Lessons 
learned

� Start work with vendor 
early

� Orientation Issue:  
address orientation with 
vendor

� Difficulty in connecting 
with artists for 
permission

Susan Iverson, Entry – Laughing Fates, 1984



v Unexpected 
rewards

� Reconnecting with 
artists

� Additional materials!

� Project ready for future 
students and interns



Where we’re 
at…

~Approximately 40% 
complete

~3724 digital objects to date

~One intern, one practicum 
student, and four volunteers 
have contributed so far



Friends of 
Fiber Art 
International 
Artist Files 
Collection

Mary Merkel-Hess, Blue Wave Sonya Clark, Hair Series

https://digital.craftcouncil.org/digital/



Thank You!

Beth Goodrich
bgoodrich@craftcouncil.org

www.craftcouncil.org


