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U.S. Department Aviation Safety 800 Independence Ave
of Transportation Washington, DC 20591

Federal Aviation
Administration

December 16, 2021

Exemption No. 18975
Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2017-0050

Mr. John Goglia

President

Aerospace Maintenance Council
Post Office Box 824

Jenks, OK 74037

Dear Mr. Goglia:

This letter is to inform you that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has granted your
request for exemption. This letter transmits the FAA’s decision, explains the FAA’s basis, and
provides the conditions and limitations of the exemption, including the date it ends.

The Basis for the FAA’s Decision

By letter dated October 19, 2021, you petitioned the FAA on behalf of Aerospace Maintenance
Competition (AMC) for an exemption from § 147.21 of Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations
(14 CFR) to the extent necessary to allow Aviation Maintenance Technician School (AMTS)
students to seek credit for time spent preparing for and competing in the Aerospace Maintenance
Competition (AMC).

Although you requested an extension of Exemption No. 17262A (copy enclosed) that exemption
expired on March 31, 2021. Therefore, the FAA is issuing Aerospace Maintenance Competition
a new exemption.

The FAA has issued grants of exemption in circumstances similar in all material respects to
those presented in your petition. In Grant of Exemption Nos. 5297 and 17262 (copies enclosed),
the FAA found that a grant of exemption would increase public awareness of the knowledge,
skills, and abilities required of the certificated aviation maintenance technician.

The FAA noted that it endorses any activity that publicizes the professionalism and competence
of those persons responsible for aviation safety. The FAA determined that allowing authorized
faculty members of the individual schools to determine if the time students devoted to the U.S.
Skill Olympics is creditable toward satisfying the requirements of § 147.21 is an acceptable
method of ensuring the intent of this section is complied with.
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Having reviewed your reasons for requesting an exemption, I find that:

e They are similar in all material respects to relief previously requested in the enclosed Grant
of Exemption Nos. 5297 and 17262;

e The reasons stated by the FAA for granting the enclosed Grant of Exemption Nos. 5297 and
17262 also apply to the situation you present; and

e A grant of exemption is in the public interest.
The FAA’s Decision

The FAA has determined that good cause exists for not publishing a summary of the petition in
the Federal Register. The FAA has determined that good cause exists because the requested
exemption would not set a precedent and any delay in acting on this petition would be
detrimental to AMC.

Under the authority contained in 49 U.S.C. §§ 106(f), 40113, 44701, and 44807, which the FAA
Administrator has delegated to me, I hereby grant Aviation Maintenance Competition an
exemption from 14 CFR § 147.21 to the extent necessary to allow Aviation Maintenance
Technician School (AMTS) students to seek credit for time spent preparing for and competing in
the Aerospace Maintenance Competition, subject to the following conditions and limitations.

Conditions and Limitations

1. This exemption is valid only for substitution of the curriculum requirements of § 147.21
for the purpose of student participation in the Aerospace Maintenance Competition.

2. Only authorized faculty members of schools whose students participate in the Aerospace
Maintenance Competition may determine if student time dedicated to preparing for and
participating in the Aerospace Maintenance Competition may be considered creditable to
satisfy the requirements of § 147.21.

3. Creditable time is limited to maximum of 60 hours per student per year.

Failure to comply with any of the above conditions and limitations may result in the immediate
suspension or rescission of this exemption.

The Effect of the FAA’s Decision

This exemption terminates on January 31, 2024, unless sooner superseded or rescinded.

To request an extension or amendment to this exemption, please submit your request by using
the Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2017-0050 (Attp://www.regulations.gov). In addition, you

should submit your request for extension or amendment no later than 120 days prior to the
expiration listed above, or the date you need the amendment, respectively.
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http://www.regulations.gov/

Any extension or amendment request must meet the requirements of 14 CFR § 11.81.
Sincerely,

/s/

Robert C. Carty

Acting Executive Director, Flight Standards Service

Enclosures
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U.S. Department
of Transportation

Federal Aviation
Administration

Aviation Safety 800 Independence Ave
Washington, DC 20591

March 20, 2019

Exemption No. 17262A
Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2017-0050

Mr. John Goglia

President

Aerospace Maintenance Council
Post Office Box 824

Jenks, OK 74037

Dear Mr. Goglia:

This letter is to inform you that we have granted your petition to extend Exemption No.
17262. It transmits our decision, explains its basis, and gives you the conditions and
limitations of the exemption, including the date it ends.

The Basis for Our Decision

By letter dated February 28, 2019, you petitioned the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
on behalf of Aerospace Maintenance Council for an extension of Exemption No. 17262. That
exemption from § 147.21 of Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) allows Aviation
Maintenance Technician School (AMTS) students to seek credit for time spent preparing for
and competing in the Aerospace Maintenance Competition (AMC).

In your petition, you indicate that there has been no change in the conditions and reasons
relative to public interest and safety that were the basis for granting the original exemption.

Our Decision

The FAA has determined that good cause exists for not publishing a summary of the petition
in the Federal Register because the requested extension of the exemption would not set a
precedent, and any delay in acting on this petition would be detrimental to Aerospace
Maintenance Competition.

The FAA has determined that the justification for the issuance of Exemption No.17262

remains valid with respect to this exemption and is in the public interest. Therefore, under the
authority provided by 49 U.S.C. §§ 106(f), 40113, and 44701, which the FAA Administrator
has delegated to me, I grant your petition, subject to the following conditions and limitations.
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Conditions and Limitations

1. This exemption is valid only for substitution of the curriculum requirements of
§147.21 for the purpose of student participation in the Aerospace Maintenance
Competition.

2. Only authorized faculty members of schools whose students participate in the
Aerospace Maintenance Competition may determine if student time dedicated to
preparing for and participating in the Aerospace Maintenance Competition may be
considered creditable to satisfy the requirements of §147.21.

3. Creditable time is limited to maximum of 60 hours per student per year.

The Effect of Our Decision

Our decision extends the termination date of Exemption No. 17262, to March 31, 2021, unless
sooner superseded or rescinded.

Sincerely,

/s/

Robert Carty
Acting Deputy Executive Director, Flight Standards Service



Exenpti on No. 5297

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON
FEDERAL AVI ATI ON ADM NI STRATI ON
WASHI NGTON, D. C. 20591

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *x *x %
In the matter of the petition of

VOCATI ONAL | NDUSTRI AL CLUBS OF
AMERI CA, | NC.

Regul at ory Docket
No. 26349

for an exenption from Section 147.21 of
t he Federal Aviation Regul ations

* % o X Xk Sk X X X

* * * % * *x * % % *x * * * *x *x * * * *x *

GRANT OF EXEMPTI ON

By letter dated Septenber 26, 1990, and facsimle nmessages
dat ed Novenber 6 and 15, 1990, Ms. Fay E. Gregory, Chairnman,
Techni cal Conm ttee, Aviation Miintenance Technol ogy, Vocati onal
| ndustrial Cubs of Arerica, Inc. (VICA) petitioned the Federa
Avi ation Adm nistration (FAA) on behalf of all aviation
mai nt enance technician schools that are certificated under the
provi sions of Part 147 of the Federal Aviation Regul ations (FAR)
for an exenption from Section 147.21 of the FAR to the extent
necessary to allow the students enrolled in such schools to
participate in the VICA airfranme and powerplant aviation skill
conpetition at both state and national |evels w thout the student
and school being in violation of Section 147.21 of the FAR
CGeneral Curricul um Requirenents.

The petitioner requires relief fromthe follow ng regul ation:

Section 147.21 of the FAR prescribes, in pertinent part,
that an avi ation technician school nust offer at |east a
total of 1900 curricul um hours (400 general; 750 airfrane;
and 750 powerplant) for a conbined aircraft and powerpl ant
course of instruction. It further prescribes that at | east
50 percent of the total curriculumtinme nust be spent in
shop and | aboratory instruction.

The petitioner supports its request with the foll ow ng
i nformati on:

The petitioner states that VICAis a non-profit organization
with a 25 year history serving trade, industrial, technical
and health occupation students in the United States.
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The petitioner states that business and governnent are

i ncreasingly | ooking for people with | eadership ability,
good conmuni cations skills, and the ability to sol ve

probl enms, who can neet and set goals. The petitioner
asserts that VICA stresses and pronotes all these qualities
and nore and enphasi zes hi gh ethical standards, superior
wor kmanshi p, and conti nui ng educati on as one way of keeping
in step with a changi ng worl d.

The petitioner further states that one of the VICA prograns
is a skill conmpetition held at |ocal, state, and national

| evel s, wherein industry and educators work together to
organi ze and run the conpetitions and set the standards for
sonme 38 skill and six | eadership contests.

The petitioner declares that the annual U. S. Skill O ynpics
(USSO is the national |evel of conpetitive activities in
whi ch students denonstrate their achievenents. Awards are
presented to the top three winners in both secondary (high
school ) and post-secondary (Junior College, Techni cal
School s) categories for each contest. Mre than 300, 000
square feet of floor space and over 6.5 mllion dollars in
i ndustry support hosts over 3,000 state winners for the
event. This entire extravaganza is attended by the general
public, as well as industry and governnent representatives.
The Skill A ynpics helps stinulate an interest in
vocational -technical training. Industry and the public
witness first hand the "best of the best” in a healthy
conpetition for the various skills.

The petitioner states that an Avi ation Mi ntenance
Technol ogy (AMI) conpetition becane part of the Skil

A ynpics programin 1987 and that the conpetition is
patterned after the FAA oral and practical exam nations
covering all the major subject areas in both airframe and
power pl ant di sci plines.

The petitioner asserts that several Part 147 schools and
their instructors decline involvenent in the Skill O ynpics
because they are concerned that the tine spent by the
students preparing and taking part in the conpetition wll
have an adverse effect on their instructional tinme required
for aviation technician certification by the FAR s.

The petitioner states that a maxi mum of 60 hours a year of
Part 147 shop-tinme requirenents woul d be needed per
participating student, and that the total nunmber of students
that woul d exercise the full 60 hours during the national
conpetition would not exceed 100.

In order to ensure that an exenption would not be

conprom sed, the petitioner states that VICA representatives
wi | | docunent each student's activity and the tine spent at

each activity. A report of each student's activity will be



sent to the student's school where the student will be
credited for shop-time against the school curriculum The

Part 147 school will then nmake the final decision on whether
or not the student's activity justifies credit toward their
curriculumor if make-up tine will be required.

The petitioner contends that the public would benefit
through the increase in the | evel of perfornmance anong the
students participating in the conpetition, and the increase
in the | evel of conpetition anong the schools thensel ves.
Both would result in an el evated conpetence | evel when the
student is certificated and enployed in the transportation
field.

The petitioner further contends that a | evel of safety

equi valent to that |evel provided by the exenpted rule wll
be mai ntained or inproved because the student, in order to
participate nore effectively in the VI CA/ USSO Avi ati on

Mai nt enance Technol ogy conpetitions nust, through practice
and study, inprove his/her level of skill, receive

addi tional hours of instructions, and be eval uated by

i ndustry representatives in accordance with FAA standards.

Addi tional docunents submtted by the petitioner as
supportive informati on was an outline of the requirenents
and provisions of the VICA Aviation M ntenance Technol ogy
program a breakdown of the skill descriptions and rel ated
award points used as the VICA/USSO judging criteria, and a
summary of the scope of the contest that also identifies the
mai nt enance tasks to be acconpli shed.

A sunmary of this exenption was published in the Federa
Regi ster on Novenber 30, 1990 (55 FR 49749), and no comments were
recei ved.

The FAA's anal ysis/sunmary is as foll ows:

The FAA has evaluated the information submtted in support
of this petition and believes that the requested exenption
woul d i ncrease public awareness of the know edge, skills,
and abilities required of the certificated aviation

mai nt enance technician. The FAA endorses any activity that
publici zes the professionalismand conpetence of those
persons responsible for aviation safety.

The AMI portion of the Skill O ynpics program all ows

avi ati on mai ntenance technician students to denonstrate
their ability to acconplish over 40 aircraft naintenance-
rel ated tasks whil e being observed by nenbers of industry,
government, and the general public. The poise and self-
confi dence devel oped by the student as a result of this
presentation is an added benefit of participation in this
event.

The FAA believes allow ng authorized faculty nmenbers of the



i ndi vidual schools to determine if the tinme the student
devoted to the Skill Oynpics is creditable toward
satisfying the curriculumtinme requirenents of Section
147.21 of the FAR for that student is an acceptabl e nethod
of assuring that the intent of this section is conplied

with.
In consideration of the foregoing, |I find that a grant of
exenption will not have an adverse effect on safety and is in

the public interest. Therefore, pursuant to the authority
contained in Sections 313(a) and 601(c) of the Federal Aviation
Act of 1958, delegated to ne by the Admi nistrator (13 CFR 11.53),
those Part 147 Avi ation Mintenance Technician school s whose
students participate in the U S. Skill O ynpics sponsored by the
Vocational Industrial Cubs of Arerica, Inc., are granted an
exenption from Section 147.21 to the extent necessary to all ow
aut hori zed faculty nmenbers of those schools to determne if the
student tine dedicated to preparing for and participating in the
Skill dynpics, up to a maxi mum of 60 hours per student per year,
may be considered creditable as shop hours in order to satisfy
the requirenments of this section. This exenption is subject to
the followi ng condition and limtation:

This exenption is not valid for any substitution of the
curriculumrequirenents of Section 147.21 other than for the
pur pose of student participation in the state and nati onal
Skill O ynmnpics.

This exenption termnates on April 30, 1992, unless sooner
super seded or rescinded.

/sl Thomas C. Accardi, Acting D rector
Fl i ght Standards Service

| ssued in Washington, D.C., on April 10, 1991.
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