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What’s EPIC?

• It’s how adults learn –
– Experiential
– Participatory
– Image driven
– Communicative

• It’s AI’s leadership program!
– 2010-2011 class of 14 students



IARC – Job # 1

• International Agency for Research on Cancer
• Part of World Health Organization
• Based in Lyon, France (2hrs south of Paris)
• Oct 11-18, 2011
• Bitumen and Bitumen Fumes, and…
• Evaluation on cancer hazard (vs risk)
• Critical review by scientists
• Findings published; a monograph



IARC – Job # 1

• Industry:  10 years in preparation
• Studies

– Fraunhofer rat inhalation study
– IARC’s own 8-country epidemiology study (NCC)
– AI’s own PG64-22 DCA

“the paving trifecta”



IARC – Job # 1

• What is bitumen?
– IS-230
– 2nd Edition in production
– Expect o/o March 1
– Print and pdf

• Research Bibliography
– Listing of relevant papers

• Industry Observers
• AI’s Observer Academy (July 2011)



IARC: 

game-changer
-or-

non-event?



AMERICA RIDES ON US

Asphalt Pavement Alliance
Key Activities…



AMERICA RIDES ON US

ASPHALT 
PAVEMENT
ALLIANCE

NAPA

SAPA

AI



AMERICA RIDES ON US

APA Reboot!



AMERICA RIDES ON US

Cement and Concrete Marketing

PCA  Ad Campaign - Est. $1M - $2M

Industry Alliance - $300,000



AMERICA RIDES ON US

APA Steering Committee

DeploymentOutreach

ASPHALT PAVEMENT ALLIANCE 
STRUCTURE

Advocacy

Environment

Economics

Engineering

Image



AMERICA RIDES ON US

Documents



AMERICA RIDES ON US
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AMERICA RIDES ON US



AMERICA RIDES ON US



AMERICA RIDES ON US

www.AsphaltRoads.org

Trade Shows



AMERICA RIDES ON US

ADVERTISEMENT



AMERICA RIDES ON US

Customizing the APA Materials



AMERICA RIDES ON US

Next Up?  A Strategy Meeting

March 31, 2011; Tampa, FL



Mark Blow

AI Regional Engineer Offices and 
User Producer Groups

Hawaii

Bob Humer

Sandy Brown

Bob Horan

Greg Harder

Wayne Jones

Alaska

AI HQs 
& Lab

Danny Gierhart

Dave Johnson



Binder Spec Database 

• All 50 States Now Use PG, But Still 
Differences

• Pg-Plus Tests

• Summary Document of Each State’s Spec
• On AI’s Website
• Standard Format Includes:

– Test Methods And Criteria
– Typical Grades
– Agency Contact Info
– Website For Actual Spec 



AI Binder Spec Database  
www.asphaltinstitute.org



Near Future

Asphalt Binder 5-Part Series
• Instructor: Mike Anderson

– Feb 3; Introduction, Chemical/Physical Properties
– Feb 10; AC Testing/Specification 1
– Feb 17; AC Testing/Specification 2
– Feb 24; Emulsions, Cutbacks, Air Blown, Modification
– Mar 3; Testing, Variability, Miscellaneous

• $50 per session, $250 for series



Some 2011 AI Courses

• Airport Pavement Workshops
– Apr (Kansas City)
– Oct (Long Beach) 

• Mix Design Technologies 
– Jan and Mar at AI HQs

• Optimizing Volumetrics
– Feb at AI HQs

• Binder Technician Training
– Throughout year at AI HQs

• Quality HMA Construction
– 14 different sites



• 2006: MS-25 (and updated every two years)
– Binder Technician Manual

• 2006 - 2007: MS-4
– Asphalt Handbook

• 2008: MS-19
– Asphalt Emulsions Manual

• 2009: MS-16
– Asphalt Maintenance and Pavement Preservation

• Mar 2011: MS-26
– Binder Technology Manual

• Later in 2011: MS-2
– Mix Design Technology

New Manuals or Major Rewrites



MS-26

• New Manual
– All about asphalt binders

• Incorporates information in MS-
4, MS-5, MS-19, MS-25, SP-1 
and other sources

– Layout
• Ten chapters
• ~180 pages
• ~135 figures



Study to Develop
Recommended Best Practices 

for Constructing and Specifying 
HMA Longitudinal Joints

A Co-operative Effort between AI 
and FHWA

Mark Buncher, Ph.D., P.E.
Asphalt Institute



I-84 in CTI-84  Connecticut



Current Project Team
– AI

• Mark Buncher
• Carlos Rosenberger
• AI Regional Engineers

– FHWA
• Tom Harman
• Michael Arasteh
• Stephen Cooper 

– PA State Asphalt Paving Association
• Gary Hoffman



• FHWA “Benchmark” Survey to Divisions
• Literature Review
• Identify What We Know/ Things We Don’t
• Interview 19 Experts
• Visit Five Select State DOTs
• Draft/ Final Report
• Develop Training Tools



Takeaways from FHWA Survey to 
52 Division Offices

• 1/2 of states not satisfied with overall 
performance of L-Joints.

• 2/3rds of states have a L-Joint spec
– Half of those (17) have a LJ density spec

• Range from 89% - 92% min TMD
– Other half were method specs

• From Joint Adhesive to very prescriptive
• Great start to point us in the right 

direction, but no definitive answers



www.asphaltrocks.com



Asphalt Rocks! 
benefit guitar

Member’s 
auction in 
Charleston, SC

April 13 -15, 
2011



2011 AI Membership



Peter T. Grass, P.E., CAE
President, Asphalt Institute
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www.asphaltmagazine.org
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