
SP-140.01
Building Area: (sf)
1500

Cost per Square Foot: 
$20/sf

Construction Cost
$30,000

Date of Completion:
5/20/23

Program Summary:
A new amphitheater and path network for a summer camp for children with special 
needs.
Program Statement:
The design task was to create a gathering space for ceremonies, talent shows, and 
other events that mark the timeless tradition of summer camp.

The project maximizes the views across the lake, while nestling into a wooded 
cove to avoid seeing and hearing the nearby highway.

The nature of the users, coupled with the programmatic needs of the project, led to 
a concept centered around transformation. The bravery required for these campers 
to leave home for their first time away from parents, or the courage required to 
share their talents on stage is transformative, and invites them to grow into more 
capable versions of themselves. To celebrate these moments, we pursued an 
expressive roof that, as one approaches, seems to transform. Ultimately, it depicts 
its namesake: Imago, the stage when a butterfly emerges from its cocoon. 

The asymmetrical plan and radial seating prioritize simplicity and flexibility. A wall 
of firewood flanks the entry and fuels the firepit at the edge of the stage, and a 
lowered guardrail creates an ideal fishing spot.  

The playful steel roof structure is fabricated from reclaimed steel from the oil and 
gas industry. Nearly a mile of material was used to fabricate the twisting trusses 
that allow the form of the roof to transition from white to red.  

At night, the illuminated red roof radiates into camp, reminding campers of their 
time there, creating a unique beacon across the lake, and adding to the magic and 
memory of this special place.
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The design task was to create a 
gathering space for ceremonies, 
talent shows, and other events that 
mark the timeless tradition of 
summer camp.
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proposal rendering

The project maximizes the views 
across the lake, while nestling 
into a wooded cove to avoid 
seeing and hearing the nearby 
highway.
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The nature of the users, coupled 
with the programmatic needs of the 
project, led to a concept centered 
around transformation. The bravery 
required for these campers to leave 
home for their first time away from 
parents, or the courage required to 
share their talents on stage is 
transformative, and invites them to 
grow into more capable versions of 
themselves. 
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To celebrate these moments, we 
pursued an expressive roof that, as 
one approaches, seems to 
transform. Ultimately, it depicts its 
namesake: Imago, the stage when a 
butterfly emerges from its cocoon. 
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The asymmetrical plan and radial 
seating prioritize simplicity and 
flexibility. A wall of firewood flanks 
the entry and fuels the firepit at the 
edge of the stage, and a lowered 
guardrail creates an ideal fishing 
spot. 
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The playful steel roof structure is 
fabricated from reclaimed steel from 
the oil and gas industry. Nearly a 
mile of material was used to 
fabricate the twisting trusses that 
allow the form of the roof to 
transition from white to red. 
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At night, the illuminated red roof 
radiates into camp, reminding 
campers of their time there, creating 
a unique beacon across the lake, 
and adding to the magic and 
memory of this special place.



Project Name:
Imago Amphitheater

Project Location:
Choudrant Louisiana

Owner/Client:
MedCamps of Louisiana

Architect(s) of Record:
Brad Deal & Robert Brooks, AIA
And
Louisiana Tech University School of Design
P.O. Box 3147
Ruston, Louisiana 71272

Project Team:
Robert Brooks, Brad Deal and the 2023 ARCH 335 class 
from  Louisiana Tech University :

Alfredo Avendano
Ashanti Bell
Jude Bell
Noah Berryhill
Anna Boothe
Zack Dicharry
Logan Jacobs
Alex Klocek
Asher Little
Amber McMillan
Kaylyn Murphy
Ashley Putman
Wanda Ryba
Christian Salazar
Joanna Vittitow
Emma Wyatt

SP-140.x
Credit Slide

This slide will not be seen by 
the judges.  It replaces what 
in past years has been in 
the sealed envelope.

Please fill out the 
information requested to the 
left.  As with other slides 
please set the correct Entry 
Number above; OK to leave 
slide# as “x”

Some of this information will 
be added to the slides when 
used for the Awards 
Presentation at the AIA 
Louisiana Convention.

Note: on this slide if you run 
out of space please adjust 
font size as necessary or 
move more information to 
the second column.

Please submit 2 Power 
Point Submissions on CD  
as indicated on the 
instructions sent to you with 
your entry number (one 
w/credit slide and one 
without).

Landscape Architect:
N/A

Consultants:
N/A

General Contractor:
Robert Brooks, Brad Deal and the 2023 ARCH 335 
class from Louisiana Tech University

Photographer(s):
Henry McCoy Photography, Ruston Louisiana
Brad Deal, Louisiana Tech University
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