
UP-265
Building Area: (sf)
16,250

Cost per Square Foot: 
N/A

Construction Cost
N/A

Date of Completion:
N/A

Program Summary:
A museum conceived as a journey through the Vietnam War, transforming 
memory into experience and creating space to witness, reflect, converse, and 
reconcile.
Program Statement:
Conceived as a journey through the Vietnam War, the museum’s architecture 
transforms narrative into experience. Its form emerges from the long, complex, 
and often unresolved story of the conflict, expressed as a winding sequence of 
spaces that draws visitors inward from the city and into the heart of the 
building. Upon entry, visitors are embraced by two distinct yet interconnected 
sides, creating a physical and symbolic dialogue between different 
perspectives of the war.
One side of the museum is dedicated to the public experience: a sequence of 
exhibition galleries that chronicle the conflict, its cultural impact, and its 
enduring legacy. Opposite, a quieter and more intimate wing houses 
administrative offices, meeting rooms, and support spaces for the Veterans 
Affairs organization and the veterans it serves. Together, these two realms 
embody the dual narratives of the Vietnam War—the public’s understanding of 
history and the lived experiences carried by those who served.
The project’s central idea is not simply to tell the story of the war, but to create 
a place where these perspectives can coexist, intersect, and inform one 
another. Through the building’s curving geometry, moments of separation 
gradually give way to points of connection, encouraging reflection, empathy, 
and dialogue.
The journey culminates beyond the museum walls in a memorial landscape. 
Emerging from the building, visitors enter the park where a continuous path 
extends directly toward the Veterans Memorial Park, transforming 
remembrance into a shared civic experience and linking personal memory with 
collective reflection.
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The museum’s dramatic curving 
form reveals itself gradually within 
the landscape, drawing visitors along 
its sweeping geometry. 

Its sinuous profile reflects the 
complexity of the Vietnam War itself, 
transforming the visitor’s approach 
into the beginning of a larger 
narrative journey.

Embedded within the landscape, the 
museum creates a natural civic 
connection between the city and the 
existing Vietnam Memorial Park to 
the north. The building’s form 
shapes a new pedestrian path that 
threads through the site, 
encouraging visitors to move 
seamlessly between spaces of 
learning, reflection, and 
remembrance. In this way, the 
museum becomes both destination 
and passage, strengthening the 
relationship between the memorial 
and the broader public realm.
Along the lake side of the building, a 
sequence of galleries houses the 
stories, artifacts, and personal 
accounts that illuminate the many 
dimensions of the Vietnam War. 
Bathed in natural light and 
connected to views of the 
surrounding landscape, these 
exhibition spaces provide visitors 
with opportunities to engage with the 
conflict’s history, human impact, and 
enduring legacy. Together, 
architecture, landscape, and 
exhibition create an immersive 
experience that connects education, 
memory, and commemoration.
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The museum opens to the city with a 
broad, welcoming entrance that 
draws visitors into the beginning of 
the journey. Framed by two 
sweeping wall elements—the 
defining architectural feature of the 
project—the arrival sequence 
creates a clear path that guides 
movement into the heart of the 
building. These walls establish a 
sense of enclosure and anticipation, 
gently separating visitors from the 
everyday city beyond while inviting 
them into a place of reflection and 
discovery.

Rather than presenting a singular 
façade, the museum embraces 
visitors, creating an entry experience 
that feels open, accessible, and 
human. The space between the two 
curving forms becomes a threshold 
between present-day life and the 
stories contained within. As visitors 
move through this passage, they are 
encouraged to engage with the 
history, personal narratives, and 
complexities of the Vietnam War.
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At the heart of the project are the 
people whose lives were shaped by 
the Vietnam War. The museum is 
founded on the belief that every 
veteran, service member, family 
member, and civilian carries a 
unique perspective and personal 
story. While many who served have 
since returned to their communities 
and assumed everyday roles, their 
experiences remain an important 
part of their identity and a vital part 
of our collective history. The 
museum provides a place where 
these voices can be heard, shared, 
and preserved for future 
generations.

To organize and communicate this 
complex history, the museum 
experience is structured around four 
interconnected themes: People, 
Places, Purpose, and Promise. 
Together, these elements create a 
framework that explores the human 
stories of those affected by the war, 
the landscapes and environments in 
which events unfolded, the 
motivations and circumstances that 
shaped the conflict, and the 
commitments, sacrifices, and 
legacies that continue to resonate 
today.
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Situated along the shoreline of Lake 
Charles, the museum occupies a 
unique position between the city and 
the water. One side of the building 
opens toward the lake, capturing 
expansive views and providing a 
contemplative setting for reflection, 
while the opposite side engages the 
urban fabric of downtown, 
welcoming residents and visitors into 
the civic life of the city.
The site is framed by two important 
cultural destinations: the Lake 
Charles Civic Center to the south 
and the Veterans Memorial Park to 
the north. The museum is conceived 
as more than a standalone building; 
it serves as a connective element 
within this larger civic landscape. Its 
curving form creates a natural 
pedestrian route that links these 
destinations, encouraging movement 
through the site and strengthening 
the relationship between them.
Acting as both monument and 
pathway, the museum bridges 
recreation, remembrance, and 
community gathering. Visitors 
arriving from downtown, the 
waterfront, or neighboring cultural 
venues are drawn through the 
museum grounds along a continuous 
journey that culminates at the 
Veterans Memorial Park. In this way, 
the project transforms a prominent 
waterfront site into a meaningful civic 
connection, weaving together 
education, reflection, and public life 
while reinforcing the museum's role 
as a central piece of Lake Charles' 
cultural heritage.

Louisiana Vietnam 
War Center

Veterans Memorial Park

Lake Charles
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The museum’s program is organized 
around the duality that defines both 
the site and the mission of the 
project. The building is divided into 
two distinct sides. The city-facing 
side contains the more private 
functions of the facility, including 
offices, meeting rooms, and support 
spaces for the State’s Veterans 
Affairs organization. These spaces 
are intentionally integrated into the 
daily life of the museum, allowing 
veterans and staff to remain 
connected to the broader mission of 
education, remembrance, and 
community engagement.
On the opposite side of the building, 
the public side houses the museum 
galleries. Here, visitors encounter 
exhibitions, artifacts, and personal 
stories that explore the many 
dimensions of the Vietnam War and 
its lasting impact on those who 
experienced it. Between these two 
sides lies the heart of the project: a 
generous lobby and event space that 
extends through the center of the 
building. More than a circulation 
zone, this shared space serves as a 
point of convergence where public 
visitors and veterans occupy the 
same environment. It is here that the 
museum’s central idea is most 
clearly expressed—the bringing 
together of different relationships to 
the same history. By creating 
opportunities for interaction, 
dialogue, and shared reflection, the 
building transforms architecture into 
a bridge between personal 
experience and public 
understanding.
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Seen from above, the museum’s 
form is fully expressed as a 
continuous architectural journey 
woven into the landscape. 
Monumental brick walls, illuminated 
skylights, and the outward-reaching 
program elements combine to create 
a building that is both landmark and 
pathway. 

At its core, the project is about 
bringing people together through a 
shared experience of learning and 
reflection. The building’s form draws 
visitors along a deliberate path 
where stories of the Vietnam War 
unfold through exhibitions, personal 
accounts, and gathering spaces. 
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The museum’s conclusion is 
designed with the same sense of 
openness and invitation as its arrival. 
Just as visitors are welcomed into 
the building through a broad and 
embracing entrance, they depart 
through a generous opening that 
seamlessly extends into the 
Veterans Memorial Park beyond. 

After traveling through the museum’s 
sequence of galleries and stories, 
visitors emerge with a deeper 
understanding of the Vietnam War 
and the people whose lives were 
shaped by it. 

Framed by the museum’s 
architecture and illuminated at night, 
this threshold creates a powerful 
moment between history and 
remembrance. Feelings of awe, 
honor, gratitude, and loss are carried 
beyond the exhibits and into the 
park, where personal reflection takes 
place within a broader civic setting. 

By connecting the museum directly 
to the Veterans Memorial Park, the 
project transforms remembrance into 
an active experience, extending the 
museum’s mission beyond its walls 
and reinforcing the enduring 
connection between education, 
memory, and place.
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On one side is the city-facing side, 
representing engagement with the 
public realm; on the other is the lake-
facing side, dedicated to exhibition 
and reflection. The large sculptural 
walls create separation where 
needed, allowing each side to 
develop its own character and 
purpose, while carefully 
orchestrating moments where the 
two converge.

Rather than acting as barriers, the 
walls function as filters—guiding 
movement, framing views, and 
gradually connecting visitors to 
different experiences within the 
museum. Their continuous form 
creates a sense of cohesion across 
the entire project while reinforcing 
the narrative journey embedded 
within the architecture.

The treatment of the façades further 
distinguishes the two sides of the 
building. Along the city-facing edge, 
the architecture is more translucent, 
admitting daylight while maintaining 
privacy for the administrative and 
veterans’ support functions housed 
within. This filtered quality creates a 
sense of protection and 
contemplation. In contrast, the lake-
facing side is more transparent, 
opening the galleries to expansive 
views of the surrounding landscape. 
Here, clear glazing establishes a 
direct visual relationship between the 
museum experience and the natural 
environment beyond, allowing light, 
water, and horizon to become part of 
the visitor's journey. 

West Façade (Lake)

East Façade (City)
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The museum’s private wing provides 
a dedicated environment for 
veterans and the Veterans Affairs 
organization, offering spaces for 
gathering, support, and reflection. At 
the heart of this wing is a sheltered 
courtyard that creates a quiet and 
protected connection to the 
surrounding park. Enclosed by the 
building’s curving form, the courtyard 
allows veterans to experience the 
landscape in a more personal and 
contemplative way, separated from 
the activity of the museum while 
remaining connected to its mission. 
This side of the building is 
intentionally inward-focused, 
providing a sense of comfort, 
privacy, and refuge for those whose 
experiences are closely tied to the 
stories being told.

In contrast, the exhibition and event 
spaces embrace openness and 
engagement. Large areas of glazing 
connect visitors directly to the lake, 
the park, and the changing qualities 
of natural light throughout the day. 
Views outward become an integral 
part of the museum experience, 
reinforcing the relationship between 
history, memory, and place. The 
galleries are designed to be 
expansive and welcoming, 
encouraging exploration while 
creating moments of pause and 
reflection.
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The arrival experience for the 
Veterans Affairs wing is intentionally 
placed along the quieter, wooded 
edge of the site. Approaching 
through a canopy of trees, visitors 
are provided a sense of privacy and 
refuge that contrasts with the more 
public areas of the museum. The 
landscape serves as a protective 
buffer, allowing those entering the 
building to do so with dignity and 
comfort rather than feeling exposed 
or on display.

This sequence acknowledges the 
unique needs of the individuals who 
use these spaces. Many veterans 
come seeking support, connection, 
or quiet reflection, and the 
architecture responds by creating an 
environment that feels welcoming, 
secure, and respectful. The 
approach is deliberately understated, 
allowing the natural surroundings to 
soften the transition from the outside 
world into the building.

While discreet in character, this side 
remains an essential part of the 
museum’s larger mission. The 
stories, experiences, and 
perspectives carried by the veterans 
who use these spaces form the 
foundation of the institution itself. 
The wooded approach reinforces 
this idea by creating an experience 
centered on care, respect, and 
personal connection.
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Viewed from above, the museum 
reveals its defining gesture: a 
continuous path that twists and 
unfolds across the landscape. The 
building’s curving form is inspired by 
the complex and often winding 
history of the Vietnam War, 
transforming the architecture itself 
into a physical expression of the 
journey that visitors undertake. 
Rather than presenting history as a 
single narrative, the museum 
embraces its layers, perspectives, 
and contradictions through a 
sequence of interconnected spaces.

Skylights, courtyards, and framed 
views provide orientation and 
connection to the surrounding 
landscape, reinforcing the 
relationship between memory, place, 
and experience.
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From the lake, the museum emerges 
as a quiet yet powerful presence 
along the shoreline, establishing a 
new civic landmark for Lake Charles. 
Its illuminated curving form traces 
the edge of the water, creating a 
destination that is both visually 
memorable and deeply connected to 
the region’s history. 

The museum acknowledges 
Louisiana’s significant connection to 
the Vietnam War while providing a 
place where the stories, sacrifices, 
and experiences of those affected 
can be shared with future 
generations. 

The architecture intentionally 
balances education with emotion, 
creating spaces that encourage 
learning while also allowing room for 
personal interpretation and 
remembrance.

Throughout the experience, views to 
the lake serve as a constant point of 
connection to the surrounding 
landscape. Natural light during the 
day and reflections across the water 
at night provide moments of pause 
between exhibits, offering 
opportunities for contemplation and 
reflection.
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