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It’s time!! Registration is open for State Conference.
Rooms are going quickly and discounts won’t last much longer!
 
Building tours, networking, great sessions, games, and more await you, and there’s
something for everyone from licensed partners to just-getting-started interns and guests
to non-members. Come one, come all, and let’s rock the profession this Fall!

PAC Race to the Finish:
 
Are you in the “Champions Circle”? Is your firm “All In”? It’s that time of year when
we all pull together collectively to build a strong AIA LA PAC for the next legislative
session and it takes everyone! A few data points of interest:
 

If every member donated just $75/year, there would be well over $90,000 to work
with.
If just 40 firms in the state joined the Champion’s Circle, there would be over
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$100,000 to work with.
The max amount you can likely donate is $25,000/person or firm!
Your firm can also choose to be “All In”! Every employee making a donation (of
any amount), but all employees make the firm “All In”!
There’s also a PAC Reception taking place at Conference this year. Your
donation could (based on level) include an invitation to that event.

 
How can you contribute to making this a stronger voice for our profession? With things
like preemptive period issues, duty to defend causing heartburn in contract, and many
other issues facing the profession ahead, your assistance is needed!
 

DONATE NOW

 

CONGRATULATIONS
Associate State Conference Scholarship
 
Congratulations to the following recipients for being awarded a 2025 Associates
Scholarship! Entries are based on essay submissions and juried by the AIA Louisiana
Scholarship Committee, and each winner receives free registration and hotel stay for the
2025 Annual Conference. We look forward to seeing you there!

Caden Camardelle with Brossett
Architecture in Lake Charles, LA.

Ivy McClure is a Louisiana native, born
and raised in Shreveport, LA. Ivy is
passionate about many aspects of design,
studying both ceramics and architectural
history on top of pursuing their bachelor’s
degree in architecture while at Louisiana
State University. Ivy graduated from LSU
in 2023 and published an honors thesis
that grappled with the status quo and
future of labor rights in the architectural
profession. Currently, Ivy works as an
Associate Architect at Street Collaborative
LLC in Baton Rouge.  

AIA National Position Appointments

​Congratulations to the following members on their appointment by the AIA LA Board of
Directors to various National positions.

AIA LA Strategic Council State Representative

Amanda Rivera is an accomplished
architect with over 20 years of experience
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in creating spaces that connect client and
community needs. She rejoined
EskewDumezRipple in 2024 following a
tenure as University Architect of Tulane
University, where she guided
implementation of the Master Plan. In
professional practice, her notable work
includes Crescent Park in New Orleans,
the Home Building at Thaden School in
Bentonville, Arkansas, and the renovation
of New Orleans East Hospital.

Beyond her design practice, Amanda has served as President of AIA New Orleans and
contributes to the city’s Historic District Landmarks Committee. Her leadership and
dedication have earned her the AIA Louisiana Professional Achievement Award, City
Businesswomen of the Year, and recognition as a Gambit Weekly 40 Under 40 honoree.

AIA LA STAR to the National Associates Committee

Samantha Johnson has been a part of
the New Orleans architecture and design
community since relocating from Brooklyn,
NY in 2014. She currently oversees the
Design Studio at NANO as a Senior
Project Manager and Senior Designer,
with a passion for transforming spaces
across a range of sectors including mixed-
use commercial, municipal, and hospitality
projects. Her strength lies in leveraging
team collaboration to tackle complex
design challenges with creativity and
clarity. Samantha currently manages
multiple renovation projects for the New
Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention
Center and oversees the implementation
of climate positive strategies and design
excellence firm wide. 

With AIA New Orleans, Samantha has been a member of the local Committee on the
Environment (COTE) Chapter since its founding in 2020 and has served as co-chair
since 2021. In this role, she has helped plan and host the RISING Symposium,
collaborated with the Advocacy Committee to support the New Orleans Building Energy
Benchmarking ordinance, and led the integration of the AIA Framework for Design
Excellence into the local design awards program by introducing the Sustainability
Achievement Award. Recently, Samantha has been working to help establish a Director
of Sustainability on the AIA New Orleans board to reinforce alignment with their current
strategic plan. 

WE NEED YOU!
AIA LA Elections
 
Nominations for the 2026 Board of Directors are open. The position of Vice-
President/2026 President-Elect is currently open and will remain open for nominations
until the Annual Membership Meeting Friday, September 26th 2:30-3:30PM at the
Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino in Lake Charles. All members are invited to attend



this meeting regardless of Conference registration.
 
Are you or someone you know interested in running? If so, please contact the
office. The following individuals are current candidates for office:

 

AIA LOUISIANA ELECTION
OF OFFICERS FOR 2026

Election will be held during the AIA Louisiana Annual Business Meeting
Friday, September 26, 2025, 2:30 p.m., Golden Nugget Hotel & Casino (Willowick II)

President-Elect Andrew Liles, AIA
will be the 2026 AIA Louisiana President

 

Andrew has spent over a decade operating concurrently in both practice and academia
with a passion for both the built environment and design education. Licensed in both
Mississippi and Louisiana, he is principal of A M Liles Architect, a practice that focuses
on regionally relevant work with a keen eye towards place. Andrew is in his fourteenth
year as faculty at the School of Architecture at Tulane University, focusing on
foundational design in the core curriculum and has taught courses ranging from
sustainability to sketch observation.
 
Andrew, a fifth generation Mississippian, earned a Bachelor of Architecture from
Mississippi State University in 1997 and licensure in 2001. Work in Mississippi ranged
from a state veterinary diagnostic lab to a branding agency’s award-winning build out. A
LEED Accredited Professional since 2003, he is a founding board member of the
Mississippi Chapter of the US Green Building Council and later served two terms with
the Louisiana Chapter, representing the state at the South-Central Regional Council. On
the heels of twelve years of practice in New Orleans, Oxford and Jackson, Mississippi,
Andrew earned his Master of Architecture from Tulane University in 2010. While
teaching at Tulane, Andrew represented the School of Architecture on the University’s
Committee on the Honors, including an appointment to the task force to retool the
Honors Program university-wide. He is the School of Architecture’s NCARB Architect
Licensing Advisor, assisting students in navigating experience and licensure. For the
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New Orleans component of the AIA, Andrew served as President Elect, President, Past
President and as co-chair of the 2023 Louisiana State Convention. 
 
Andrew celebrates several organizations in town with board service: Camp Able, a non-
profit that champions the neuro-diverse and Teaching Responsible Earth Education
[TREE] a non-profit that delivers environmental stewardship content to middle
schoolers. Active in the Urban Sketchers New Orleans chapter, Andrew contends in
plein air events or outdoor painting competitions.

FOR THE OFFICE OF
 V.P./PRESIDENT-ELECT 

The nominee elected to this office will become
 President of AIA Louisiana in 2027

 

Peter Spera III, AIA
 
Peter Spera III, is a highly respected architect and thought leader in the New Orleans
design community. As Principal + Co-founder of GOAT, a New Orleans-based
architecture and design firm, Peter has over 20 years of experience shaping the city's
built environment. A native of Gretna, he has been a licensed architect since 2012,
following his education at Louisiana State University.
 
His extensive professional portfolio includes a diverse range of projects, with a strong
focus on commercial hospitality, restaurant, and retail design. He is also a proven expert
in large-scale project management, bringing a comprehensive approach to every
undertaking. Peter's work is driven by a deep understanding of local context and a
commitment to creating designs that contribute positively to our city and state's unique
architectural landscape.
Beyond his firm, Peter is an active and influential member of the architectural and civic
communities. He has demonstrated a strong commitment to leadership, serving in
multiple positions within the New Orleans Chapter of the American Institute of Architects,
including as President in 2023. His dedication to community and preservation is evident
in his role as Chairman of the Gretna Historic District Commission. He recently
completed a two-year term of service on the Louisiana Architects Selection Board,
including serving as chair in 2024. He is currently serving on Jefferson Parish President
Cynthia Lee Sheng’s Advisory Committee on Permitting and Planning. His involvement
in local traditions, from his role as a Mardi Gras Krewe Float Lieutenant to his
participation in Hogs for the Cause, and his role as a class captain at Jesuit High School,
further reflects his deep ties to the culture of New Orleans. This combination of



professional expertise and civic engagement defines his multifaceted career.
 
Candidate Statement
My interest in the position of VP/President-Elect is a direct reflection of my belief in the
AIA's mission: to serve as a powerful advocate for our profession and an essential
source of support for our members. Through my leadership experience, I have learned
the importance of engaging with the community and advocating effectively in both public
and government forums.
 
As VP/President-Elect, I will dedicate my term to understanding the most pressing
challenges and opportunities facing you. My goal is to listen and learn from you,
supporting your needs and providing guidance where possible. This collaborative
approach will allow us to build a shared vision for our future, enabling me to begin my
term as President with a plan that truly reflects our membership's priorities. I look
forward to the opportunity to serve you and would appreciate your vote.

Download the Nominating Data>>

SAVE THE DATES:

August
12 Members' Choice Voting Opens
26 Members' Choice Voting Closes
27 Early Registration Discounts to Conference end

September
25-26 Annual State Conference (Lake Charles)

October
November

3-5 Women’s Leadership Summit (Atlanta)
12 Espresso Yourself

(virtual; conversations for Associates and Emerging Professionals)
18-20 AIA LA Governance Days
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