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How it started.







The problem 
with public 
records…



How it’s going: 

We can trace patterns in international synthetic opioids trafficking 

through vendor activity on online platforms.

Lower bound of overall stacked daily sales.  Aggregated across 37 markets, 1.4 million item listings. 

Source: Hikari API, retrieved April 8, 2022



Unique darknet market 

listings for fentanyl and 

known analogs by quarter. 

2016 Q1 - 2022 Q1 (partial). 



Clearnet Traces:

A classified ad listing 
from shoppok.com. 

Source: RAND Corp.



Guess the platform…



Screenshots from 

Chinglabs.com 

via archive.org’s 

Wayback Machine



Unique darknet market 

listings for Nitazenes and 

known analogs by quarter.

2018 Q4 - 2022 Q1 (partial) 



"Based on available in vitro data, Isotonitazene is about 

8 times more potent than fentanyl… and N-desethyl 

Isotonitazene is a main metabolite of Isotonitazene. 

It is about 2-3 times more potent than Isotonitazene."

- Dr. Alex Krotulski, associate director at Center for 

Forensic Research Science and Education

Left: Email from Emu Trading Co, a 

self-reported N-Desethyl Isotonitazene 

vendor on the internet.

Below: Emu Trading Co LLC Delaware 

Division of Corporations filing.



Got a question, comment or collaboration idea?

You know where to find me:
Mohar Chatterjee

mchatterjee@politico.com
Current: Politico Fellow
Previous: Senior Fellow 

Brown Institute for Media Innovation at Columbia University

(All non-KQED images & charts are part of my Master’s project.)


