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{Objectives

Understand the importance of 
identity

Explain why accessibility 
matters

Implement accessible 
information

Describe ASU’s Disability 
Studies BA program
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There are two common portrayals of 
disability in our society:

Disability and Identity

The Hero

Who is overcoming 
disability

The Victim

Who is an object of pity

Any photo can replace 
this photo to support 
your presentation.
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“
Identity involves so much more 
than disability or impairment.
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What is access?

Efforts to reform architecture and 
technology to address diverse 
human abilities (Williamson)
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Why does accessibility matter
for journalists?

Nearly 20 percent
Of the world’s population live 
with hearing loss (WHO)

8 percent
Or almost 20 million 
Americans have visual 
impairments (Health Policy 
Institute)

Any photo can be 
placed behind the 
dark box on top 
because of its 
transparency. 

You can move the 
dark box out of 
the way while 
you’re working, 
place your photo, 
then replace the 
box on top to 
have the image 
fade back so your 
text will pop.
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Student Accessibility and Inclusive 
Learning Services
ASU Student Accessibility and Inclusive Learning Services is the central 
campus resource for students with disabilities to ensure access to their 
education and help increase awareness in the university community. We 
work to create a culture of access and inclusion through collaboration with 
faculty, campus partners, and the use of universal design principles.
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Alternative formats
Arizona State University Education Outreach and Student Services

Audio - MP3
Documents are 
converted to a 
computer 
generated (digital or 
synthetic speech) 
audio MP3 file. Can 
be played on mp3 
players, computers, 
smartphones, etc. 

Braille
A tactile writing 
system in which 
characters are 
represented by 
patterns of raised 
dots that are felt 
with the fingertips

E-Text
E-text is a word 
processing format 
that can be 
accessed by 
screen reading 
software on both 
PC and Mac 
platforms

PDF with 
Recognized 
Text
This is a PDF file 
where text on the 
page is readable by 
some screen 
readers including 
Adobe Reader
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Accessibility in your writing
Accessible Text
Text that is too small, too light, or of a color that 

does not contrast well with its background may be 

difficult to read for users with visual impairments. 

The Accessibility Checker can detect these 

problems and give you a chance to correct them.

Accessible Tables
To be accessible for users with screen-readers, all 

tables should have a caption that describes their 

contents, and a row or column that is designated 

as the table header for the screen-reader to 

identify. If you create a table using the Table tool in 

the Rich Content Editor that lacks these attributes 

and then click the Accessibility Checker icon, it will 

warn you.

Accessible Images
Images uploaded using the Rich Content Editor should have alternative text (alt text) describing their content 
for use by screen readers, unless they are specifically designated as decorative.
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Canvas Ally

This is a tool that has been 
purchased by the university 
which is integrated into Canvas 
and focuses on making digital 
course content more accessible.

Ally works supplementary with 
Canvas to gauge accessibility 
conditions of course content. 
(ASU Ally)
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ASU is a comprehensive public research 
university, measured not by whom it 
excludes, but by whom it includes and how 
they succeed; advancing research and 
discovery of public value; and assuming 
fundamental responsibility for the 
economic, social, cultural and overall 
health of the communities it serves.

ASU Charter
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Program Areas of Interest

 Students are interested in the following:

● How to create a more inclusive, equitable, and 
diverse society

● How to empower people who have been 
marginalized

● How social stigmas are established and spread
● How discrimination against people with disabilities 

intersects with prejudices associated with race, 
gender, and sexuality

● How human life has been valued and devalued 
historically

● How to create policies, organizations, and companies 
that respect the rights of people with disabilities
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