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Dear Esteemed Colleagues,

Welcome to ACE of Florida’s 2024 Summer Symposium at the beautiful
Hutchinson Shores Resort and Spa! It is my pleasure to extend a warm
welcome to each and every one of you. Your presence marks the beginning of
what promises to be an engaging and enriching experience and hopefully, you'll
find some time to enjoy some fun in the sun!

The Summer Symposium serves as a platform for all to collaborate and work
towards a common goal: the advancement of adult education in the state of
Florida. With our collective expertise and passion, we have the opportunity to
make a profound impact on the lives of countless individuals seeking to further
their education and enhance their skills.

Throughout the Symposium, you will have numerous opportunities to network
and collaborate with peers and discover new avenues for growth and innovation.
| encourage each of you to take full advantage of these opportunities, as we can
truly effect positive change.

| am particularly excited to highlight our Assessment Overview session scheduled for Sunday afternoon. With recent
changes in the landscape of adult education assessments, this session will provide invaluable insights and strategies
to navigate these changes effectively. | urge all attendees to participate actively and contribute to the discourse.

Following the Assessment Overview, | invite you to join us for a Welcome Reception on Sunday evening. This will be
a wonderful opportunity to unwind, connect with fellow attendees, and lay the foundation for fruitful collaborations in
the days ahead.

Monday’s and Tuesday’s agendas have an impressive lineup of topics that are both timely and relevant to our work.
From updates from the Florida Department of Education to discussions on the Florida Ready to Work program, IET,
Vocational Rehabilitation, the National Adult Education Honor Society, data quality, and recruitment, there is much to
learn and discuss. Additionally, a session on the emerging trend of Al’s role in adult education will provide valuable
insight into the future of our field. Furthermore, legislative updates will ensure that we are informed and equipped to
advocate effectively for policies that support adult learners across the state.

In closing, | want to express my sincere gratitude to each of you for your dedication and commitment to adult
education. Together, we have the power to inspire, empower, and transform lives. | wish you all a productive and
memorable symposium.

Warm regards,
Mary Keen, ACE President

ACE of Florida is committed to providing you the most up-to-date professional
development designed to meet your immediate needs. To that end, if there are
topics or issues you would like to see considered for the 2024 ACE Conference
or future stand-alone workshops, please indicate that need by following the

E:':;EJ:I' link in the QR code.




2024 SUMMER SYMPOSIUM AGENDA

Sunday, June 9

12:00 pm - 4:30 pm

3:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Registration
Location: Sea Turtle Foyer

Assessment Overview

Location: Loggerhead Salons

Moderator Dave Barnes, Programs Coordinator, ACE of Florida

Presenter. Carol Bruner, Director, Adult Education Program Implementation,
Division of Career and Adult Education, Florida Department of Education

Join the Florida Department of Education (FDOE) in this informative pre-conference session as we review the general state and
federal requirements related to assessments in adult education programs. This session will provide an in-depth exploration of
the latest updates on the National Reporting System (NRS) federal assessments, including both new and expiring series.

4:30 pm - 5:30 pm

Welcome Reception
Location: Sea Turtle Foyer

Monday, June 10

7:15am

7:15am - 8:00 am

8:00 am - 8:40 am

8:40 am - 9:40 am

Registration

Location: Sea Turtle Foyer

Continental Breakfast :
Location: Sea Turtle Foyer @ E_n gl lSh
Sponsor. English Discoveries Discoveries

Welcome, Overview and Introductions
Location: Loggerhead/Leatherback

Presenters:  Julie Roberts, Executive Director, AGE of Florida
Mary Keen, ACE President, and Director, Career and Adult Education,
RIVEROAK Technical College, Suwannee County School District

DOE Greetings

Presenter. Dr. Kevin O’Farrell, Chancellor, Division of Career and Adult Education,
Florida Department of Education

Session |

Updates from the FDOE, Division of Career and Adult Education
Moderator. Carol Bruner, Director, Adult Education Program Implementation

Presenters:  Carol Bruner
Charles Feehrer, Bureau Chief, Grants Administration and Compliance
Catherine O’Neil, Director, Integrated Education and Training (IET)
Ashley Olevitch, High School Equivalency Diploma Program and GED® Administrator
Dr. Brittany Ross, Director, Research and Evaluation
Ashley Cooper, Education Policy Analyst, Adult Education Specialist

Stay informed and ahead of the curve with this crucial session on the latest updates from the Florida Department of
Education (FDOE). This session will cover a wide range of important topics including professional learning opportunities,
recent and upcoming legislation, curriculum and assessment changes, Integrated Education and Training (IET)
developments, and the latest research and evaluation data. Additionally, attendees will receive updates on reporting
procedures, grants and compliance requirements, and GED testing advancements.




Monday, June 10

9:45 am-10:05am  Session Il

Florida Ready to Work — Alignment to Adult Education Employability Curriculum
Moderator. Mary Keen
Presenter. Holly McFadden, Customer Success Manager, Florida Ready To Work

Learn how the Florida Ready to Work modules are aligned with the Florida Department of Education’s Adult Education
Employability Curriculum. Focusing on outside the box implementation strategies that have proven successful, this
presentation will highlight ways to seamlessly incorporate Florida Ready to Work lessons into your adult education
curriculum. The program is two-fold, offering corresponding online career-contextualized training to develop the essential
employability skills required by most jobs. Then there are proctored assessments providing individuals an opportunity to
showcase proficiency in crucial life and career skills, including critical thinking, problem-solving, technology usage in the
workplace, and foundational academic employability skills. This program is research-based, career contextualized,
easy-to-implement, and provides students the opportunity to earn state-sponsored, nationally recognized credentials as

a part of their coursework. The Florida Ready to Work team will be on hand to assist you with mapping out how to utilize
Florida’s FREE career readiness solution.

10:10 am - 10:30 am Sunshine Break
Location: Sea Turtle Foyer @ Pearson
Sponsor. Pearson

10:35 am —10:55 am Session Ill

Florida’s Division of Vocational Rehabilitation:
Supporting Opportunities for Floridians with Disabilities
Moderator. Mary Keen

Presenter. Victoria Gaitanis, Acting Director, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation,
Florida Department of Education

This session provides information and updates about outcomes, programs, and services with a focus on how VR can partner
with adult education programs to improve outcomes for individuals with disabilities.

11:00 am - 12:00 pm  Session IV

The Next Frontier: Exploring Al’s Influence on Adult Education
Moderator. Dave Barnes, Program Coordinator, ACE of Florida
Presenter. Neil Richmund, Co-founder, ConnectAble

This session will show how Al improves adult education program operations, making processes more efficient. It offers
strategies to implement Al, highlighting its benefits and challenges, and emphasizes its role in maximizing educators’ time
for direct student interaction.

12:05 pm-1:10 pm  Lunch (-\
Location: Hawksbill .&BURLINGTON ENGLISH®
Sponsor. BurlingtonEnglish S




Monday, June 10

1:15 pm - 2:00 pm Session V
Elevating IET: Strategies and Success Stories

Location: Loggerhead/Leatherback
Moderator. Catherine O’Neil
Panelists: Lorri Benjamin, Director, Adult and Community Education, Brevard County Public Schools

Regina Browning, Assistant Director, Adult & Community Education (ACE)-Leon
Meagan Duke, Instructional Coordinator, Indian River State College
Brittney Gulino, Program Coordinator, Indian River State College

Colleen Maynard, Assistant Director, Manatee Technical College

Ed Rivadeneyra, Dean of Adult Education, Seminole State College of Florida

This session will highlight the diverse approaches and MSGs utilized by IET programs at state colleges, technical colleges,
and adult education centers. Our panelists will share successful strategies for enrolling students across a variety of
programs, offering insights into both the planning and implementation of effective IET initiatives. Attendees will learn how
these institutions maintain and scale their programs and will be equipped with the knowledge and inspiration to drive
meaningful improvements in their own organizations. The focus will be on student outcomes and success, strengthening
partnerships, and overcoming the challenges associated with implementing and sustaining IET programs.

2:05 pm - 2:25 pm Session VI

National Adult Education Honor Society
Moderator. Mary Keen
Presenter. Elizabeth Luciano, Director

The National Adult Education Honor Society (NAEHS) is an organization that is dedicated to honoring hard working adult
education students all around the United States. The mission of the NAEHS is to provide meaningful recognition to deserving
adult education students, improve student employment opportunities, develop student ambassadors for local adult education
programs, and create adult education awareness with school administrators and state legislators. Founded in 1991, the original
director, Floyd Weaver, set out with the goal to provide materials and assistance to programs and schools looking to honor

the adult education students who showed dependable attendance, work ethic, and a positive and dedicated disposition. What
started as a small induction of seventeen members in Kentucky has now branched out into an organization with over two
hundred-fifty charters in forty-two states. Partnering with adult education programs, they are continuing to grow and raise
awareness of ways to recognize deserving adult education students and encourage other future students to reach for success.

2:30 pm - 2:50 pm Sunshine Break - :
Location: Sea Turtle Foyer ~ essential education
Sponsor. Essential Education

2:50 pm -3:10 pm Session VIl

Project Anchor — Postsecondary Opportunities for Juvenile Justice Involved Youth
Moderator. Mary Keen
Presenter. Adrienne Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Florida Department of Juvenile Justice

What do young adults in the juvenile justice system do to continue their education after graduation? The Department of
Juvenile Justice is proud to highlight Project Anchor — a partnership with Tallahassee State College that provides skill
building opportunities in career readiness and workforce development. Join us as we explore the pathways provided to
committed youth to successfully enter, remain and advance in the workforce, either through unsubsidized employment,
internships, externships, job shadowing, or other work-based related opportunities.

2024 Summer Symposium -
Wrap-up and Raffle e
WACE 4

of Florida /£

Adult and Community Educators of Florida, Inc.
www.aceofflorida.org
www.aceoffloridafoundation.ory /FOUNDATION

A chance to win a 3 day/2 night
stay at Hutchinson Shores Resort
YOU MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!




Monday, June 10

3:15 pm - 3:35 pm Session VI

Introducing Xello: Florida’s CCLR Platform
Moderator. Dave Barnes
Presenter. Carol Lopez, Training Team Lead, Xello

Join the Xello team as we explore how Xello empowers every student to design a personalized plan for the future. We’'ll dive
into the following features designed specifically to support your adult education learners:
¢ Assessments: a key component of helping students connect who they are to future opportunities.
* Comprehensive career profiles: students explore hundreds of career options that align with their assessment results.
e Pathways: go beyond college and explore nine pathways, including military, technical schools,
straight-to-work, entrepreneurship, and more.
¢ Portfolio development: helps students easily create and share vibrant portfolios to showcase their work across
subjects and reflect on what they’ve learned.
e And much more!

Get yourself up to speed on everything Xello has to offer and gather key resources to get started with your students today.

3:35 pm - 4:00 pm Session IX

2024 Legislative Update
Presenter. Dave Barnes

The 2024 Florida Legislative Session is in the books. 285 bills were passed during the Session and have either made it to
the Governor’s desk or are in the process of being transmitted to the Governor. This session will highlight bills and budget
issues that passed, as well as noteworthy legislation that did not pass with a look forward to the 2025 Legislative session.

4:00 pm Daily Wrap-up and Evaluation

Tuesday, June 11

7:30 am Registration
Location: Sea Turtle Foyer
7:30 am - 8:20 am Breakfast Buffet and Announcements \ CE
Location: Hawksbill 7 Flovida
Sponsor. ACE of Florida
8:30 am - 8:50 am ACE Updates
Location: Loggerhead/Leatherback

Presenters:  Julie Roberts and Mary Keen

8:50 am - 9:00 am IPDAE’s IET Catalog
Moderator. Dave Barnes
Presenter. June Rall, Director, Institute for Professional Development of Adult Educators (IPDAE)

9:05am-10:05am  Session X

Using Census Data to Drive Program Implementation
Moderator. Mary Keen
Presenters.  Carol Bruner
Samantha Dudley, Director of Qutreach and Recruitment,
Division of Career and Adult Education, Florida Department of Education

Embark on a transformative journey with us as we dive into the art of leveraging data for your outreach endeavors through
the lens of “Your Way” - Florida’s adult education outreach and recruitment campaign. In this collaborative session, tailored
to your unique geographical domains, we’ll work together to understand how data can help you connect with the right
people in your specific area, using the tools and resources of “Your Way.” Plus, you’ll hear about the newest ways we’re
reaching out to people across the state. Get ready to learn new ways to enhance your outreach efforts!
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Tuesday, June 11

10:10 am —11:20 am Session XI

Florida Adult Education Policy Updates: Data Reporting & Accountability Implications
Moderator. Julie Roberts
Presenters: Dr. Brittany Ross, Director, Research and Evaluation,

Division of Career and Adult Education, Florida Department of Education

The Division of Career and Adult Education recently released a memo detailing adult education program implementation and
assessment policy changes. From the release of updated NRS tables, new assessment series, and revised accountability
policies, there is much to discuss. During this session, accountability implications of these changes will be discussed in detail.

11:25 am Wrap-up, Evaluations and Drawing
Presenters:  Mary Keen and Julie Roberts
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Gadsden Technical Institute
(850) 875-8324
jonesg@gcpsmail.com

Jean Jules

Campus Program Coordinator
Indian River State College
(772) 226-2536
jjules1@irsc.edu

Dawn Kaunike

Adult Educaton Facilitator
Santa Rosa Adult School
(850) 983-5710
kauniked@santarosa.k12.fl.us

Mary Keen

Director, Career & Adult Ed
RIVEROAK Tech

Suwannee County School District
(386) 647-4230
mary.keen@suwannee.k12.fl.us

Tara Keily

Southeast Sales Representative
Essential Education

(719) 663-9020
tarak@essentialed.com

Dr. Mary Ann Kester

Associate Dean of Adult and Teacher
Education

St. Johns River State College

(386) 312-4088
maryannkester@sjrstate.edu

Jane Kim

Manager, Special Projects

Palm Beach County School District
(561) 649-6007
jane.kim@palmbeachschools.org

Christine Kirk

Florida Assessment Representative
Data Recognition Corporation
(904) 864-0688
ckirk@datarecognitioncorp.com

Eric Kohler
Brevard Adult Education
Kohler.Eric@brevardschools.org

Kevin Krell

Coordinator

Lee County School District
(239) 939-6324
KevinCKr@LeeSchools.net

Joe Lang

Assistant Principal

Palm Beach School District
(561) 744-7930
joe.lang@palmbeachschools.org

Cindy Le

Senior Academic & Adult ESOL Specialist
National Geographic Learning

(888) 383-3831

cindy.le@cengage.com

Sunyen Lee

Chair Continuing Education
Miami Dade College
slee4@mdc.edu

Shannon Leontiades

ESOL Program Coordinator

Santa Fe College

(352) 469-6244
shannon.leontiades@sfcollege.edu

Michelle Loango

Director

Hillsborough County School District
(813) 231-1929
josalynm.loango@gmail.com

Carol Lopez
Training Team Lead
Xello

(800) 965-8541
caroll@xello.world

Karin Lowery

Career Pathway Facilitator
Indian River State College
(772) 462-7389
klowery1@irsc.edu

10




Elizabeth Luciano

Director

National Adult Education Honor Society
(859) 685-8559

naehs@naehs.org

Mark Mallak

Assistant Principal

Brevard Adult & community Education
(321) 633-3660
mallak.mark@brevardschools.org

Holly McFadden

Customer Success Manager

Florida Ready To Work
hmcfadden@floridareadytowork.com

Tamara Mckendrick

Assistant Director

Orange Technical College - East Campus
(407) 622-2901
tamara.mckendrick@ocps.net

Chris Mecusker

Director

Union County School District
(386) 329-3831
mecuskerc@union.k12.fl.us

Janeth Mejia Vargas
IET Program Manager
Miami Dade College
(305) 237-5185
jmejiava@mdc.edu

Madeline Mendez

Assistant Principal

Miami Beach Adult & Community Eduation
(305) 531-0451
mmjohn@dadeschools.net

Tanya Merillo

Data Entry Operator

Wilton Simpson Technical College
(352) 797-7018
merillo_t@hcsh.k12.fl.us

Jamie Minchew

Director of Emerging Markets
ICEV

(806) 535-4350
jamie.minchew@icevonline.com

Gianinna Mitchell

Campus Program Coordinator
Indian River State College
(863) 824-6031
gmitchell@irsc.edu

Shawanda Mitchell
Career Pathway Facilitator
Indian River State College
(772) 462-7389
smitchel@irsc.edu

Brittney Napolitano
Educator Support Specialist
Essential Education
brittney@essentialed.com

Dr. Kevin O’Farrell

Chancellor, DCAE

Florida Department of Education
(850) 245-0446
kevin.ofarrell@fldoe.org

Ashley Olevitch

HSE Manager & GED Administrator
Florida Department of Education
(850) 245-9475
ashley.olevitch1@fldoe.org

Cathy O’Neil

IET Program Director

Florida Department of Education
(850) 245-0664
catherine.o’neil@fldoe.org

Andrew 0’Shea

National Sales Manager
National Geographic Learning
andrew.oshea@cengage.com

Michelle Overstreet

Assistant Principal

Adult Learning Center Osceola

(407) 343-7341
michelle.overstreet@osceolaschools.net

JoAnn Pacheco

Program Specialist - Adult Education
South FL State College

(863) 784-7418
JoAnn.Pacheco@southflorida.edu

Scott Parker

Vice Principal

South Dade Technical College
(305) 248-5723
sparker@dadeschools.net

Ariel Pechokas

Director, Adult & Community Ed
Collier Gounty Public Schools
(239) 377-0959
pechokar@collierschools.com

Christina Piland

Account Manager

English Discoveries

(207) 408-4542
christinapiland@englishdiscoveries.net

Carol Pinzon

Coordinator,Adult Education Programs
South Florida State College

(863) 784-7380
pinzons@southflorida.edu

Kelly Purvis

South Florida State College
(863) 784-7293
kelly.purvis@southflorida.edu

Robert Quinn

Supervisor of Adult Education Operations
Hillsborough County Public Schools
(813) 231-1971

robert.quinn@hcps.net

June Rall
Director

IPDAE

(772) 462-7409
jrall@irsc.edu

Dr. Lazara Ramirez
Adult Education Director
Miami Dade College
(305) 237-2187
I[ramire6@mdc.edu

Josue Raymond

Assistant Director

Orange Technical College - Orlando Campus
(407) 246-7060

22449@ocps.net

Sheryl Reyes-Cuevas
Assistant Director

Orange County Public Schools
(407) 251-6000
Sheryl.reyes-cuevas@ocps.net

Mike Rich

Career Pathway Facilitator
Indian River State College
(772) 462-7389
jrich@irsc.edu

Amanda Richards

Reports Coordinator

Franklin County School District
(850) 670-2810
mrichards@fcsdfl.org

Shannon Ritter

Director, Career & Adult Education
Alachua County Public Schools
(352) 955-6849
ritterss@gm.sbac.edu

Ed Rivadeneyra

Dean of Adult Education
Seminole State College of Florida
(407) 404-6058
RivadenE@seminolestate.edu

Julie Roberts
Executive Director
ACE of Florida, Inc.
(850) 222-2233
julie@aceofflorida.org

Tahimi Rodriguez Diaz
Chair Continuing Education
Miami Dade College
trodrig7@mdc.edu

Jodie Rolston-Cary

Senior Director

Orange Technical College - East Campus
(407) 622-2901
jodie.rolstoncary@ocps.net

Jill Rosolek

Account Manager

English Discoveries

(352) 459-7815
jill.rosolek@englishdiscoveries.net
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Dr. Brittany Ross

Director, Research & Evaluation
Florida Department of Education
(850) 245-9005
brittany.ross@fldoe.org

Kristin Rousseau

Supervisor, Adult & Community Education
Clay County School District

(904) 336-4467
kristin.rousseau@myoneclay.net

Jennifer Rowlatt

Sales Director

Pearson

(858) 833-5192
jennifer.rowlatt@pearson.com

Teresa Saffold-Washington

Assistant Director

Orange Technical College - South Campus
(407) 251-6000
teresa.saffold-washington@ocps.net

Patty Sands

Instructor

Florida Gateway College
(904) 259-0403
Patricia.sands@fgc.edu

Rocio Santana

Director of Adult Education
Indian River State College
(772) 462-7389
rsantana@irsc.edu

Sandy Sauma

Assistant Director

Orange Technical College - East Campus
(407) 622-2901

64616@ocps.net

Vincent Schiavo

Assistant Principal

Broward County School District

(754) 321-6750
vincent.schiavo@browardschools.com

Christi Shields

Director

SDIRC/Treasure Coast Technical College
(772) 564-5006
christi.shields@indianriverschools.org

Linda Silva

Case Manager, Adult Ed Department
Manatee Technical College

(941) 751-7006
Silval@manateeschools.net

Greg Smith

Executive Director

Florida Literacy Coalition
(407) 571-9948
smithg@floridaliteracy.org

Reginald Smith

Assistant Principal

Broward County Schools

(754) 323-1073
reginald.smith@browardschools.com

Armando Sosa

Assistant Principal

Miami Dade County Public Schools
(305) 579-0343
asosa2@dadeschools.net

Dr. Adriane Sykes
Supervisor

Hillsborough School District
(813) 404-8288
adriane.sykes@hcps.net

Travis Thomas

Adult Education Supervisor
Flagler Technical College
(386) 447-4345
thomast@flaglerschools.com

Carol Tingley

Senior Director Leader
Orange County Public Schools
(407) 317-3200
carol.tingley@ocps.net

Sandi Tomlinson

Associate Dean - Student Affairs
Florida Gateway College

(386) 754-4413
sandi.tomlinson@fgc.edu

Mike Veloso

Principal

Miami Springs Adult Education Center
(305) 698-5012
mveloso@dadeschools.net

Rachel Walker

Coordinator of Workforce Development
Clay County School District

(904) 336-4457
rachel.walker@myoneclay.net

Kelly Walters

Adult Education Program Coordinator
First Coast Technical College

(904) 547-3382
kelly.walters@fctc.edu

Sophia Watson

Director

Simpson Technical College
(352) 398-3817
watson_s@hcsh.k12.fl.us

Lori Wedner

Regional Sales Manager - Southeast
Burlington English

(561) 430-1074
lori.w@burlingtonenglish.com
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Karen Welch

Assistant Director of Sales
New Readers Press

(404) 580-1563
kwelch@proliteracy.org

Scott Weller

Southeastern Regional Sales Director
iCEV

(806) 745-8820
scott.weller@cevmultimedia.com

Mike Widra

Account Manager

Aztec Software

(973) 258-0011
mwidra@aztecsoftware.com

Jesse Wolfe

Adult Education Coordinator
George Stone Technical College
(850) 7365449
JWolfe@ecsdfl.us

Katie Yarbrough

Adult Ed Instructor

Baker County School District
(904) 259-0403
katie.yarbrough@bakerk12.org

Maria Zarabanda

Career Pathway Facilitator
Indian River State College
(772) 462-7389
mzarabanda@irsc.edu
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Salon A Sea Turtle Ballroom 6,210 sq. ft.
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@ BURLINGTONENGLISH®
THE PUBLISHER THAT CARES
[tises.:
Challenge

withBurlington Core

Celebrate Student Growth and
Persistence in Every Classroom,
with Every Lesson, Every Day

www.BurlingtonEnglish.come(561)672-7826

@ Pearson

Unlock '
your students
potential for
success on
CASAS STEPS
with Future

NEW CASAS STEPS PREP
Discover more

Contact us:

Leticia Barajas | leticia.barajasgutierrez@pearson.com
Juan Echevarria | juanignacio.echevarria@pearson.com

~ essential education

EMPOWER ro'tag

Adult Basic Education | High School Equivalency
Workforce Readiness | College Readiness
Literacy and Fluency | Professional Development

Schedule a demo at essentialed.com/demo
(800) 931-8069 | info@essentialed.com

(Y7 English | X
Discoveries ! Edusoft

The Complete English Language Learning Solution.
A subsidiary of ETS, the creator of the TOEFL® and TOEIC® tests.

Press Play on a Complete Platform that
Builds Pathways to Student Success.
v" More Courses for [ET Support

¥v" A Complete ESL Core Curriculum
v" New Pre-Basic Course

.ir:-m

u.-r ..
ot 11:. IET Support
Course List

ggi 4G '3. More Info

l:-:lfm Englishgy»  about English

, Discoveries




