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Central PA’s Big Friggin’ Deal



Why is SR 0083 Sec 078 
a Big Friggin’ Deal?? 

• Location, Location, Location

• History of Need for Improvements

• Magnitude of Improvements

• Challenges / Complexities

• Providing for the Future

• Project for ALL Users

• Forging Relationships

• Project Benefits
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Location, Location, Location

Photo Credit: Chris Guerrisi

Capital of 
Pennsylvania

1 Day Drive of 40% of the 
US Population which 

represents 60% of  
population buying power

Provides connections 
to Multiple Routes

Heaviest traveled road 
between Pittsburgh and 

Philadelphia



History of Need for Improvements
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History of Need for Improvements
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History of Need 
for Improvements
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I-83 East Shore Section 2 also 
known as…

SR 0083 Sec 078,  
Eisenhower Interchange 
Reconstruction Project

To Union Deposit 
Interchange

Penhar Drive
Interchange

Lindle Road
Interchange

Paxton Street
Interchange

Derry Street
Interchange

Eisenhower Interchange



Dauphin County 
Aerial, 1970

One of a few 
locations 

remaining in the 
US where the 

Interstate 
reduces to a 
single lane



Project Needs

Need #1: Deterioration of the 
Existing Roadway

Need #2: Congested Conditions 
from High Traffic Volumes

Need #3: Operational Safety 
Concerns from Substandard Design 
Characteristics

Need #4: Existing Local Roadway 
Network Impedes North/South 
Mobility



History of Need for 
Improvements
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Need #1: 

Deterioration of the Existing Roadway



History of Need for 
Improvements

Need #2: Congested Conditions from High 
Traffic Volumes
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~90% of AM & PM Peak 
2050 No-Build, LOS F

I-83 No-Build ADT 
between 112,000 

– 138,000 VPD



History of Need for 
Improvements

Need #3: Operational Safety Concerns 
from Substandard Design Characteristics

11

• Interstate lanes below minimum number 
(Single Lane within Interchange)

• Short merge and weave lanes

• Narrow median / shoulders

• Interstate ramps within residential 
neighborhoods

Crash Rates > State 
Average for 
Majority of 

Mainline Segments 
& Interchange 

Ramps



History of Need for Improvements
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City Park Drive

63rd Street 

Eisenhower Boulevard

Need #4: 

Existing Local 
Roadway Network 

Impedes 
North/South 

Mobility
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I-83 Mainline Typical at CD System
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236’ in Width



Single Point Urban Interchange (SPUI)
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First SPUI in 
PennDOT District 8-0



Magnitude of 
Improvements

• Total Reconfiguration of 3 Interchanges

• Eisenhower (System to System)

• Paxton Street

• Derry Street

• Partial Modification to 3 Interchanges

• Union Deposit

• Penhar Drive

• Lindle Road

• 28 Ramps between the 6 interchanges
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Magnitude of 
Improvements
• 29 Bridges

• 16 Curve Girder Structures

• 7 Bridges over Norfolk Southern

• 1 Bridge carrying Norfolk Southern 
Tracks

• SF of all Bridges Combined = ~825,000 SF  
(18 .9 Acres)

• 20 Retaining Walls

• Total Wall Length = ~13,000 LF

• 6 Culverts

• ~2500 LF of Culverts to be Jack & Bored

• Largest Box Culvert at ¾ Mile in Length, 
up to 30’ Deep

• 4 Noise Walls

• 36 Overhead Sign Structures 17



Number of Lane 
Miles

Magnitude of Improvements

Mainline (I-83 /   
I-283 / US 322) = 

33.4 Miles

Ramps & CD 
System = 16 Miles

Local Roadways 
= 14.6 Miles

Total of 
64

Lane Miles



Magnitude of Improvements

Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Accommodations

• New Sidewalk = ~11,950’

• Reconstructed Sidewalk = ~2,180’

• Shared Use Path = ~4,920’

• Bike Lanes = ~2,115’

• ADA Ramps = 58



Magnitude of 
Improvements

Four Construction 
Contracts

Spanning 12 
years of 

Construction



Magnitude of Improvements

*Dollars in Millions
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$164.8

$157.5

$147.2

$172.8

$82.6
$12.0$94.6

Preliminary Cost Estimate

Total Construction Cost Contract A

Total Construction Cost Contract B

Total Construction Cost Contract C

Total Construction Cost Contract D

Right-of-Way

Utilities

$642
Million

Biggest Project to 
date for 

PennDOT District 
8-0



Challenges / 
Complexities

• Maintenance and Protection 
of Traffic

• Constructability

• Geotech – Karst Conditions

• Utilities

• Hazardous Waste

• Railroad



Project for All 
Users

• Bicyclists

• Pedestrians

• Motor Vehicles

• Transit

• Emergency Medical 
Services

• Freight

• Wildlife 



Project for 
All Users
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Forging 
Relationship
s
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Forging
Relationships



www.i-83beltway.com
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Project Benefits

• Estimated savings of 8,000 
hours of delay per day

• Modern Transportation 
Facility

• Connecting Communities

• Improved Maintenance and 
Incident Management 
Options

• Potential for Economic 
Development – e.g. 
Harrisburg Mall

• Over 6,000 jobs generated

• Future expansion 
opportunities for Norfolk 
Southern
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Why is SR 0083 Sec 078 
a Big Friggin’ Deal?? 

• Location, Location, 
Location

• History of Need for 
Improvements

• Magnitude of 
Improvements

• Challenges / Complexities

• Providing for the Future

• Project for ALL Users

• Forging Relationships

• Project Benefits
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