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Engineering industry fuels U.S. economy

The engineering and design services industry added $685 billion to the U.S.
GDP, supporting 5.7 million jobs in 2024, according to the ACEC Research
Institute.

Why it matters: Despite economic challenges, the industry remains a key driver
of economic growth, innovation, and job creation nationwide.

Engineering firms face obstacles like tariffs and labor shortages but
continue to thrive and contribute to infrastructure development.

Illinois impact: Ranking 10th nationally, Illinois contributed $20.7 billion in
economic value and supported 182,000 jobs.

Engineers in Illinois earned an average wage of $114,725, significantly
above the national average.

The challenge and opportunity: Workforce pressures persist, with firms turning
to AI and digital innovation to boost productivity.

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and tax policy extensions provide growth
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opportunities through 2026.

The bottom line: Engineering firms are integral to America’s infrastructure,
economy, and future competitiveness, as highlighted by the ACEC Research
Institute. With a robust Rebuild Illinois, a super-charged Tollway program and
certainty on the transit-side, Illinois is poised for expanded growth in this sector.

Download the Report Here

Rising construction costs analyzed

The Eno Center’s white paper, entitled “Rising Construction Costs: Analyzing
the Contributors to Cost Escalations and the Impact on Federal
Transportation and Infrastructure Investments.” delves into the escalation of
construction costs since the 2021 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)
was enacted.

Why it matters: Understanding these cost escalations is crucial for assessing the
federal infrastructure investment’s impact, aligning with the original IIJA
objectives.

This insight is vital for stakeholders involved in surface transportation
reauthorization to ensure transparency and trust in taxpayer-funded
infrastructure spending.

Key factors: The paper identifies supply chain disruptions, labor shortages, and
regulatory costs among others as contributors to rising costs.

It compares data from the Federal Highway Administration and the Bureau
of Labor Statistics to provide insights into cost escalation factors.

Experienced Staff a Key Factor: Bloomberg news also highlighted the
intersection between experienced DOT staff and cost control.

https://www.acec.org/resource/2025-economic-assessment-forecast/?yokoSso=VTQW4wUT09
https://enotrans.org/eno-resources/rising-construction-costs-analyzing-the-contributors-to-cost-escalations-and-the-impact-on-federal-transportation-infrastructure-investments/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-10-23/why-do-us-highways-cost-so-much


Future implications: The Eno Center paper also examines the impact of deflated
federal infrastructure dollars on states and localities and explores potential future
risks and adaptations.

Open dialogue on these challenges will help shape informed policy making
and improve future infrastructure initiatives.

IDOT Updates

About PTB 218 and What Lies Ahead:
Following the November construction letting reductions, ACEC Illinois moved
quickly to address potential impacts on IDOT’s upcoming Professional
Transportation Bulletin 218. Working with our Board leadership and DBE
Committee, we urged IDOT to maintain the scheduled work for PTB 218 and
avoid any slowdown tied to the recent USDOT Interim Final Rule on DBE
goals. Representing the majority of Illinois’ engineering and DBE firms, ACEC
Illinois has engaged directly with Secretary Biagi, the Governor’s Office, and
lawmakers to reinforce that keeping the pipeline of work moving is the best
way to support DBEs and sustain the momentum of Rebuild Illinois. Looking
ahead to PTB 219, ACEC IL will intensify our efforts and engagement with
industry partners to ensure the program remains on time and on schedule.

IDOT increases Daily Vehicle Rate per ACEC IL Request: ACEC IL and IDOT
have been working to modernize the daily vehicle rate, which had not changed in
over a decade. With the publication of PTB 218, ACEC IL was excited to
announce that IDOT has increased—effective immediately—the daily vehicle rate
to $90.

Engineering Summary of MYP: IDOT has provided ACEC IL an engineering
summary of the FY26-FY31 MYP. The summary projects $2.57 billion in new
and ongoing engineering over the course of the MYP. For a complete breakdown,
click here. Many thanks to Holly Bieneman and Bill Morgan from IDOT for their
work on this spreadsheet and also providing project spreadsheets in the MYP.
Click here to download the engineering summary.

IDOT Interaction: Want to find out the latest from IDOT leadership-don’t miss this
year’s fall conference. Every IDOT Regional Engineer will be in attendance
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along with leadership from the Consultant Selection Committee,
Programming and Planning, Local Roads, Bureau of Design and
Environment and Business & Workforce Diversity. Register for the Fall
Conference here.

� In Case You Missed It: Transit Fix Approved — and
a New Tollway Program Ahead

Last week, the Illinois General Assembly approved a $1.5 billion transit
funding package aimed at averting the region’s looming fiscal cliff—while also
setting the stage for the next Tollway Capital Program.

The measure raises the RTA sales tax and redirects the sales tax on motor
fuel toward transit operations, delivering $1.538 billion in total support. Key
elements include:

$860 million from motor fuel sales tax (split $731M for the RTA region and
$129M downstate)
$200 million in road fund interest for transit capital (restricted to
infrastructure projects only)
$478 million from a 0.25% RTA sales tax increase

Zoom In: The sales tax on motor fuel—often a target for diversion—has long
been a pressure point for infrastructure funding. Legislators acknowledged that
redirecting these funds was necessary to stabilize the transit system amid
mounting financial challenges.

The legislation also directs the Illinois Tollway Board to approve new toll
adjustments to fund a 2026 Capital Program:

A 45-cent increase on commuter tolls and a 30% increase on
commercial tolls (effective Jan. 1, 2027)
Implementation of a CPI-based annual adjustment (max 4%) beginning in
2029

Zoom In: These changes are projected to generate nearly $1 billion annually,
supporting a new Tollway capital plan estimated between $15 billion and $20
billion.

https://web.cvent.com/event/f78fa04d-1784-47ac-90ce-af65a46b42f6/websitePage:63e8e77e-33e7-4121-bcc0-3c4cc55e98df


On the governance side, the legislation replaces the RTA with the Northern
Illinois Transit Authority (NITA)—a new 20-member board centralizing fare
policy, service standards, and infrastructure planning for CTA, Metra, and Pace.
It also creates a regional law enforcement task force and a transit
ambassador program to enhance rider safety and experience.

ACEC Illinois will continue to monitor implementation and provide updates
on the impacts for the engineering community as details of the Tollway’s 2026
Capital Program and transit investments emerge.

Listen Here

New Members:

Rain Engineering Group, PLLC

https://shows.acast.com/engineering-works


2588 Adelia Lane
West Chicago, IL 60185
(630) 207-4071
rainengr.com 

Member Updates:

Big News from Morreale Communications

This year, Morreale is celebrating 19 years of driving
meaningful change through strategic communications. 
From our early days to becoming a trusted leader in public
affairs and stakeholder engagement, our journey has been
powered by the support of you, our incredible clients and
partners, and the talented team behind the “Morreale
Magic."
As we look ahead, we remain focused on delivering bold ideas, strategic impact and lasting
partnerships. 

What better way to celebrate 19 years of growth than the opening of our first out-of-state office
Morreale’s Milwaukee office is now open!
We’ve thought about moving into the Wisconsin market before but now is exactly the right time. We
wanted to make sure that we were positioned for success with the right team, the right resources and a
well thought out vision and plan. We made it!
We’ve already joined ACEC Wisconsin and are ready to support the mission of elevating
infrastructure, advancing engineering excellence and driving meaningful projects. 
Morreale is looking forward to this next chapter in the Badger State and connecting with your teams to
introduce ourselves and our qualifications.

We are now officially certified as a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) in Illinois and
Wisconsin
Diversity and inclusion are rooted in our core values, bringing unique perspectives and experiences to
each project. 
Because of this deep belief, Morreale is proud to be a certified DBE, BEP, WBENC and WBE firm.
Morreale is not only a trusted partner, but a strategic asset to help you win more work, particularly for
federally and state-funded projects.

If you are a consultant looking to meet diversity participation goals while bringing specialized expertise in
public affairs, stakeholder engagement and community outreach, please reach out to us at
www.morrealecomm.com.  

Klingner designer becomes Professional Engineer

QUINCY, ILL., OCTOBER 14, 2025 — Matthew Wendler, a
transportation engineer for Klingner & Associates, P.C. (Klingner),
has earned his Professional Engineer (PE) license from the State of
Illinois. Beyond design assistance for roadway projects, Wendler is a
lead construction inspector for transportation infrastructure, most
recently providing observation services for the Harrison Street bridge
in Quincy.
 
Wendler joined the Klingner team in 2017 and is based in the firm’s
Quincy office. He holds a bachelor of science in civil engineering

https://rainengr.com/
http://www.morrealecomm.com/


from the University of Notre Dame and a bachelor of science in math
/ physics engineering from Bethel University.
 

###

ABOUT KLINGNER & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Klingner & Associates, P.C. (Klingner) is a family and employee-owned
engineering, surveying, and architecture firm focused on enhancing
communities across the Midwest. Founded in 1905, Klingner features a
staff of 165 licensed engineers, architects, surveyors, and support
personnel. This multidisciplinary team manages projects of all sizes and
complexities from offices in Quincy, Ill.; Galesburg, Ill.; Carbondale, Ill.;
Columbia, Mo.; Hannibal, Mo.; Cape Girardeau, Mo.; Burlington, Iowa;
Davenport, Iowa; and Pella, Iowa. www.klingner.com

InNova Consulting, Inc. Welcomes Three New Team Members

We are excited to announce the addition of three talented
professionals to our transportation team that continue to grow
InNova’s planning and marketing practices. Each brings unique
expertise that will strengthen our ability to deliver innovative and
effective solutions for our clients and communities.

Crystin Park – Urban Planner and Project Manager;
Focused on planning and execution of land use and
development projects, Crystin adds valuable technical
depth to our growing planning practice.
Lauren Hunt, MPH, RSP  – Director of Operations;
Lauren will oversee daily operations, lead project
delivery, support client management, and help streamline
internal processes as we continue to grow and evolve. She
has worked on a diverse range of projects: from Safe
Routes to School programs, Bus Rapid Transit systems and public transit planning, and Road
Safety Audits and crash analysis.
Amina Saleem – Marketing Manager; Amina leads marketing and communications efforts to
strengthen brand presence, drive business development, and highlight the innovative work being
done across projects. With a background in political campaigns and community engagement,
she brings expertise in storytelling and strategic outreach to support InNova’s growth as a
woman- and minority-owned business.

 
Their combined knowledge and dedication will enhance our ongoing work to improve mobility, safety,
and accessibility across the region. Please join us in welcoming them to the InNova team!

http://www.klingner.com


TWM Welcomes Two Strategic Leaders to Drive Growth &
Excellence

Swansea, IL - TWM, Inc., one of the top engineering and geospatial
firms in the greater St. Louis area, is excited to announce two
dynamic additions to the team. Please join us in welcoming Kelly
Ralston, our new Director of Business Development, and Alicia
Kamischke, PE, SE, PMP, LEED AP BD+C, our new Project
Management Officer. These new hires reflect TWM’s continued
investment in strengthening client relationships, enhancing
operational excellence, and supporting growth throughout the
Midwest and Southeast regions. ​

As Director of Business Development, Kelly will focus on
connecting with clients, leading engagement initiatives, uncovering
new partnership development, and supporting our mission to deliver
effective, efficient, and economical solutions. She brings a passion for
relationship-building and a proven track record in business
development efforts across engineering, construction, architecture, and design industries. Throughout her 25-
year career, Kelly has concentrated on connecting people, projects, and purpose. Drawing from her
background as a Senior Project Manager in land development and a Code Specialist for architects, she thrives
on bringing teams together to create outcomes that serve and strengthen both clients and communities. Her
credentials include ACTCP Certification for ADA Coordinators and ADA Standards Certification (NAAC).
Kelly earned her B.S. in Architectural Technology/Construction Management from Ranken Technical College
in St. Louis, MO.

“What drew me to TWM is the people and the culture,” said Kelly. “There’s a shared passion for collaboration
and problem-solving here that goes beyond engineering—it’s about building relationships and delivering
solutions that make a lasting impact.”

In her role as Project Management Officer, Alicia will champion
consistency and excellence across our project management
procedures, helping teams work smarter, communicate better, and



deliver the exceptional services that reflect TWM’s mission. With a
strong background in structural engineering as well as project
management, she understands the importance of achieving project
objectives through a consistent and efficient approach. With over 17
years in the industry, Alicia has focused on creating smoother
workflows, strengthening collaboration, and keeping clients informed
every step of the way. She received the Young Civil Engineer of the
Year award in 2016 from the ASCE Central Illinois Chapter and was
recognized as one of the 40 Leaders under Forty Class of 2024 in
Peoria, IL. Alicia earned her Master of Business Administration from
Southern Illinois University in Edwardsville, IL and her M.S. in Civil
Engineering from Bradley University in Peoria, IL.

“I’m thrilled to help shape the next chapter of growth at TWM,” said
Alicia. “Joining a team that values innovation and progress gives me
the chance to build on TWM’s strong foundation and help empower people to do their best work.”

“We’re thrilled to welcome Kelly and Alicia to our leadership team,” said Derek Twente, PLS, EI, Chief
Operating Officer and Senior Vice-President at TWM. “Their insight and experience will help us continue
building on what makes TWM special—our people, our culture, and our spirit of continuous improvement.”
TWM looks forward to the positive impact these leaders will bring as the firm continues to expand and serve
clients across the United States.

About TWM, Inc.
Celebrating 79 years in business, TWM is a 100% employee-owned firm providing civil and structural engineering, land
surveying, and other geospatial services. From our humble beginnings in Belleville, IL in 1946, TWM has grown to be
the successful firm it is today, with its corporate headquarters in Swansea, IL, and nine additional offices throughout the
Midwest and Southeast. Our five primary disciplines include Survey/Geospatial Services, Transportation, Land
Development, Structural, and Water Infrastructure. As a full-service engineering consultant, TWM prides itself on being
able to provide a broad range of design projects and related services, while delivering on its company mission of
Exceptional Service. Nothing Less. Learn more about TWM at twm-inc.com.

11.13.2025 - Webinar: Tax Savings for Engineering Firms: Proven Credits to
Boost Your Bottom Line - Register here

11.18.2025 - 11.19.2025 - ACEC IL Fall Conference - Register here

11.20.2025 - EP Webinar: Self-Directed Career Development: Your Path to a
Successful & Fulfilling Career - Register here

12.2.2025 - IDOT Holiday Party, Springfield - Save the Date

12.2.2025 - 12.3.2025 - OpenRoads Designer StormCAD - Register here

12.9.2025 - IDOT Phase 1 Seminar - Register here

12.11.2025 - Very Hands-on ChatGPT & Claude - Engineering Use Cases - Save
the Date

12.15.2025 - IDOT Holiday Party, Chicago - Save the Date

2.18.2026 - ACEC IL 2026 EEA Gala - Save the Date

2.25.2026 - 2026 Leadership Institute - Register here

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_MCqSK51OQHGrXK7VuEcL7Q
https://cvent.me/XygPnr
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ixx-4GkRSKyXwgvnO4QMKQ
https://cvent.me/NOQma8
https://cvent.me/nEnMQY
https://cvent.me/x9P84X


6.16.2026 - ACEC IL Spring Board Meeting & Luncheon - Save the Date

2025 Salary, Benefits & Business Practices Survey Results - Register here

On Demand Education - Virtual Trainings:
Get Compliant & Build a Respectful Workplace - Register here for one,
or all, of these virtual trainings:

Ethics & Statutes
Bystander Training
Manager Harassment Training
Illinois Sexual Harassment Training

Earthwork Webinar - Coming soon

Reigster Today! Details &
Registration

SUBMIT UPDATES & ARTICLES:

Please submit firm update & news articles by the 15th of each month to:
bethany@acecil.org Articles and updates will be included in the membership newsletter,
posted on our website, and shared through our social media feeds.
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