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ACEC-IL Risk Management Committee Meeting
February 12, 2026
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Via ZOOM
Meeting Minutes
1. Introductions – Additions to Agenda
2. ACEC – Illinois Update Summary 
3. In Progress Initiatives
a. Cook County Indemnification Language – After more than 18 months of sustained effort, ACEC IL has secured significant revisions to Cook County’s contractual indemnification language. These changes better reflect the risk realities faced by the consulting engineering community and represent a major step forward in narrowing the scope of County’s previous broad liability language.
b. Emergency Situations – Kevin shared about legislation for greater immunity relating to emergency situations. 
c. NEPA Assignment /Sovereign Immunity
d. ACEC National Risk Management Committee Update
i. National Conference | May 3-6, 2026 in DC
ii. Next Meeting: 1:30 – 2:30 Sunday May 3rd
iii. National Subcommittee: Liaison for State RMC – Carl Munkel joined the call to discuss an ACEC initiative aimed at strengthening Risk Management Committee engagement across additional states and enhancing alignment with the ACEC National Risk Management Committee.
4. Trends and Topics (open discussion)
a. AI – industry discussion – Mark Blankenship provided a brief update and shared information about an AI Ethics educational course he is developing in collaboration with ACEC National.
b. Risk Management Concerns 
i. Be aware and beware
1. California Invasion of Privacy Act impacting website images/data.
2. EJCDC has revised their Design-Build Agreements and C-Series.
3. Firms should engage in early discussions regarding insurance implications whenever there is potential acquisition or joint venture activity. 
ii. IPD Refresh – Panel Discussion highlighted that contracts (and team responsibilities) can create unexpected awareness pitfalls; working with a trusted partner firm who has experience in IPD and taking time to review contracts beforehand is heightened importance. 
c. Claims trends
i. BDP Claims Benchmark Data (Berkley) – Andy Mendelson shared in depth information about the claims trends Berkley has experience in 2025. Key takeaways include:
1. Highest‑risk disciplines: Structural (highest loss cost), plus Mechanical and Geotechnical. 
2. Riskiest client type: Contractors (especially design‑build) have the highest claim frequency and average claim amounts; Owners are next. 
3. Contract quality matters: Using your firm’s agreements yields better outcomes; verbal agreements perform worst.
5. Committee Hosted Educational Programs
a. Upcoming Education Opportunities
i. Recording shared from 2/4 “Risk Management Essentials of the New Normal” by Andy Mendelson of Berkley. 
ii. Roger Guilian (BIT) IPD Webinar – Roger provided an update on the upcoming webinar he will be hosting on behalf of the Risk Management Committee. The presentation is scheduled for March 23.
b. Previously discussed potential programs
i. PM Mentoring and Transition
ii. Subconsultants and Primes – Best Practices
iii. NEW! MOT Plans/Risks
c. Open discussion of other potential topics of interest
i. Shifting Economic Loss Doctrine 
ii. Securing Stamps & Seals – Software / technology: Increasing easily for seals to misappropriated by 3rd party or inadvertently misused without sealing professional’s full knowledge.  Consider reviewing internal processes and controls to limit access or application of seals.
6. Open Discussion/New Business
7. Adjourn 
a. Next Meeting Date: TBD (May TBD or June at Spring Board)
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