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Gov. Newsom taking  
over PG&E a good idea 

Re “Governor Newsom 
threatens PG&E takeover if no 
plan is made” (News, Nov. 2):

In your article quoting Gov. 
Gavin Newsom and his desire 
to take over Southern Califor-
nia Edison, one might wonder 
where the money comes from 
to either buy the corporation 
or pay for additional safety 
measures. 

Of course, SCE is wholly 
owned by Edison Interna-
tional, a corporation that 
made approximately $1.4 bil-
lion over the past year. Some 
of that profit was aided by re-
quests made to the California 
Public Utilities Commission 
for additional rate changes 
and tax measures that helped 
SCE. 

SCE continued their pro-
tective measures to shut off 
power during high fire dan-
ger to avoid any future liabil-
ities for downed power lines. 
The fire danger has been sea-
sonal for the past few years 
and SCE has done little to 
nothing to improve the safety 
of power lines suspended over 
dry brush areas. 

The CPUC has been more 
favorable to the utilities than 
the consumers, leaving the 
consumers with the threat of 
power loss during fire season 
and ruling on requests from 
the utilities favorably. 

I don’t agree with Gov. New-
som very often, but I sup-
port his idea to force SCE and 
PG&E to issue $100 checks 
to consumers who lose power 
simply to save the utilities 
from liability. The charges can 
be eliminated when the utili-
ties present a plan to improve 
safety of power lines or rapid 

detection of downed lines to 
prevent fires.

— Paul Rudewicz,  
Mission Viejo

Shasta Dam expansion  

Re “Californians should fa-
vor dam expansion plan” 
(Opinion, Oct. 28): 

I have been following the 
federal government’s game 
plan to increase the height of 
the Shasta Dam in Northern 
California for a variety of rea-
sons. 

First, I agree that we here 
in California need to do ev-
erything reasonably possi-
ble to increase our water stor-
age capacity. Second, here is 
our federal government will-
ing to foot the bill for a project 
in California while president 
Trump and Gov. Newsom con-
tinue to fight openly on most 
matters. 

Third, it must be difficult 
for Newsom to stay out of any 
related environmental issues 
that might be raised as he one 
day will be able to take the 
credit for the dam’s expansion 
and the all of the new jobs 
that were created for his union 
backers.

 If Newsom really wants 
to tap into the federal cof-
fers, he would do a backroom 
deal with Trump and drop the 
bullet train like a hot potato 
and get a water pipeline built 
from the state of Washington 
through Oregon and straight 
to Lake Shasta.

— Josiah G. Belden, 
 Costa Mesa

Democracy takes work 

Re “Democrats are desper-
ate to impeach Trump” (Let-
ters, Oct. 27):

In his letter, Dietrich Buss 
states, regarding the impeach-
ment process, that only Dem-
ocrats may sit in on the hear-
ings and that Republicans are 
not allowed to cross-examine 
witnesses. This is incorrect. 
All members of the commit-
tees involved, both Democrat 
and Republican, are present 
and are allowed equal time to 
question witnesses. 

Because there has been no 
vote opening an official im-
peachment, Republicans do 
not, at this time, have sub-
poena power, but, if they are 
members of the committee, 
they are certainly present and 
participating in the process. 

While there are legitimate 
areas of the process that could 
be criticized, it does no one 
any good to present incorrect 
information as fact. 

As citizens, we owe it to 
ourselves and to our nation 
to be as well-informed as pos-
sible and not believe infor-
mation that we may pick up 
through dubious sources with-
out additional research. De-
mocracy takes work and re-
quires researching a wide 
range of sources.  

— Linda Cessna, Lakewood

Dems need to move on 

We had an election in 2016 
and have the Democrats ac-
cepted the consequences of 
Trump’s winning the presi-
dency? No.

 All they have done since 
that election is obstruct and 
resist everything that Trump 
has tried to do in carrying out 
his mandate. Yet another ex-
ample of the dishonesty and 
hypocrisy which continues to 
grip our capital.

— Edward Klopfenstein, Brea

Letters to the editor >>

Cartoonist’s take

JEFF KOTERBA — OMAHA WORLD HERALD, NE

By Craig Kirkpatrick

“Welcome home.”
To American veterans return-

ing from a military assignment 
— whether overseas or stateside 
— those are the sweetest words 
they can ever hope to hear.

Yet, for thousands of home-
less veterans living on the streets 
or in cars in Orange County 
and across the nation, welcome 
home is a concept they sim-
ply can’t imagine experiencing. 
Warm, safe, and clean places to 
call home are despairingly out of 
their reach.

As Veterans Day approaches, 
it is time to finally take strong 
action locally on behalf of Or-
ange County’s homeless veter-
ans. The time has come to reach 
out to them and say, at last, 
“Welcome Home.”

The resources to do so are in 
place; as a community, we now 
need to join hands to put them 
to good use on behalf of our 
homeless veterans. 

This past March, Orange 
County United Way launched a 
unique and ambitious program 
called WelcomeHomeOC. It’s a 
joint effort amongst United Way, 
private philanthropists, and — 
here’s the key — rental prop-
erty owners like myself. The 
Apartment Association of Or-
ange County, of which I am a 
board member, former president 
and interim executive director, 
is playing an instrumental role 
in this exciting new program, 
which is part of United Way’s 

larger umbrella initiative, United 
to End Homelessness.

WelcomeHomeOC works 
closely with rental property own-
ers and managers to identify 
units that could become part of 
the program’s housing inven-
tory. The Housing Authority pro-
vides pre-qualified individuals 
and families with rental vouch-
ers. The tenant who is housed 
then pays 30% of their income 
towards rent. The program helps 
with additional costs, such as 
holding fees and security depos-
its, as well as items like furnish-
ings for the clients.

Importantly, the program 
stays in close contact with the 
residents, making sure they are 
receiving ongoing community 
services and overall case man-
agement. For Orange County 
rental property owners, the pro-
gram is a win-win in every sense 
of the phrase. Owners will be 
welcoming vets who want, more 
than anything, a secure place 
they can call home. Vets who are 
fortunate enough to secure sta-
ble housing know a great thing 
when they see it. As a result, they 
are proud of their homes and 
treat them with respect. 

But in my view, the most im-
portant reason for participat-
ing is because you’ll be playing a 
critical role in helping solve our 
county’s biggest crisis, homeless-
ness — a festering problem that 
is only going to get worse unless 
we take the kind of bold action 
the WelcomeHomeOC program 
proposes.

Our nation was built on the 

sacrifices of men and women 
who served, and who currently 
serve, in our Armed Forces. 
Through this innovative and 
compassionate program, we 
have a rare opportunity to do the 
right thing by local veterans who 
are working hard to regain self-
sufficiency.

WelcomeHomeOC was de-
signed to provide just that — 
but greater numbers of property 
owners are needed to realize the 
program’s positive long-term po-
tential and benefits.

When I was in junior high 
school, I participated in a poster 
contest to honor and help vet-
erans. The theme of my poster 
was, “Help Them Help Them-
selves.” Maybe that’s why I am 
so impressed and excited by the 
WelcomeHomeOC program: It 
is founded on the belief that our 
vets deserve our support — and 
once they have it, will be able to 
use it to regain their dignity.

For that reason, I invite Or-
ange County’s rental property 
owners to join me in the pro-
gram, so that on Veterans Day, 
our local vets hear the words 
that have the power to transform 
their lives.

“Welcome home.”

Craig Kirkpatrick is a 
graduate of the United States 
Military Academy at West 
Point and subsequently 
served as an officer in the US 
Army. He currently serves 
as vice president of Morgan 
Skenderian Investment Real 
Estate Group.
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Let’s tell our vets, ‘Welcome Home’

Almost 80,000 retired public employees in 
California are drawing pensions in excess of 
$100,000 per year, according to an analysis 
of 2018 pension payout data by Transparent 
California. The $100,000 club members col-
lected 20 percent of the $51.7 billion in total 
public pension payments made last year in 
California.

Both the number of six-fig-
ure pensions and the total pay-
out were new record highs. If 
public pensions were a com-
petitive sport, California’s tro-
phies would weigh enough to 
sink the state.

In fact, the pensions are 
sinking the state. California 
has hundreds of billions of dol-
lars in unfunded pension debt 
— the difference between what 
current and retired public 
workers are promised and the 
assets available to fund those 
payouts.

This explains the sudden 
surge of tax increase propos-
als in so many cities. For exam-
ple, in Tuesday’s elections in 
Los Angeles County, Hermosa 
Beach voters approved an in-
crease in the hotel (transient 
occupancy) tax from 12% to 
14%. Lynwood voters removed 
the 10-year sunset provision 
from a 1% sales tax increase. 

A sales tax increase of 0.75% 
was on the ballot in the cities 
of Claremont, Irwindale, Mon-
rovia, Sierra Madre and South 
Pasadena. As of Friday morn-
ing, only Claremont voters said 
no, but the margin there had 
narrowed to 50.98% to 49.02%.

Why do voters approve tax 
increases? The ballot language 
of Measure C in South Pasa-
dena was typical of the genre:

“To maintain 9-1-1 emer-
gency response times, includ-
ing to home break-ins and 
thefts; neighborhood, school 
and park police patrols, fire/
paramedic services, fire station 
operations, emergency pre-
paredness; retain/attract local 
businesses; maintain streets/
infrastructure; provide other 
general services and maintain 
City finances, shall the City 
of South Pasadena establish 
a 3/4¢ sales tax providing ap-
proximately $1,500,000 annu-
ally until ended by voters, all 
funds remaining in South Pas-
adena?”

The word “pension” is never 
mentioned, because pension 
obligations have first call on 
the tax revenue already col-
lected, pulling money away 
from priorities listed in the 
ballot language. City officials 
could tell voters that budget 
pressures are caused by rising 
pension obligations, but if they 
put that on the ballot, voters 
probably wouldn’t approve the 
tax increase

Nonetheless, the truth about 
city budgets was revealed in a 
report from the State Auditor. 
Nearly half of all cities in Cali-
fornia are facing a “high risk” 
of fiscal problems in the future 
due to pension liabilities.

The auditor’s analysis mea-
sured the future burden of a 
city’s pension costs by com-
paring its projected annual re-
quired contributions — the 
amount the amount the city 
needs to contribute to ade-
quately fund its pension plan 
or plans — to the city’s current 
level of annual revenue.

The analysis declared 224 
cities to be at “high risk” be-
cause they have projected re-
quired pension contributions 
for fiscal year 2024–25 greater 
than or equal to 10 percent of 
their annual revenues.

“Increasing pension costs 
may supplant a city’s other 
spending priorities and poten-
tially cause it to curtail critical 
services,” the auditor’s report 
stated, “unless it is able to gen-
erate additional revenues to 
offset these increasing costs.”

In addition to the local taxes 
which are popping up on bal-
lots across the state, the No-
vember 2020 ballot could place 
statewide tax increases before 
voters. The cause of the de-
mand for tax increases is the 
overpromising of pension ben-
efits.

The argument for public 
pension reform gets stronger 
with every election.

Editorial

The 100k club 
grows as tax 
hikes continue

On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 
month of 1918, the guns that began to roar 
in August 1914 finally fell silent. The Great 
War, which took the lives of some 17 million 
people, including more than 116,000 Ameri-
cans, was over.

One of the first wars to see 
the majority of its deaths come 
as a result of combat rather 
than disease, a celebration of 
the end of the greatest carnage 
that had befallen the world to 
that point was conceived in 
Armistice Day.

However, the armistice of 
the “war to end all wars” was 
quickly proved a misnomer as 
World War I set the stage for 
greater slaughter a generation 
later.

Following World War II, 
which claimed the lives of 
400,000 Americans, it seemed 
appropriate to expand the 
meaning of Armistice Day. 
Raymond Weeks of Birming-
ham, Alabama, now consid-
ered the father of Veterans 
Day, took it upon himself to 
organize the first Veterans Day 
parade in 1947, and the idea 
grew popular across the coun-
try.

In 1954, President Dwight 
Eisenhower made the change 

official, proclaiming that Nov. 
11 would henceforth be known 
as Veterans Day.

Addressing the symbolism 
of the new holiday, the presi-
dent wrote, “Let us solemnly 
remember the sacrifices of all 
those who fought so valiantly, 
on the seas, in the air, and on 
foreign shores, to preserve our 
heritage of freedom, and let us 
reconsecrate ourselves to the 
task of promoting an enduring 
peace so that their efforts shall 
not have been in vain.”

As the siren song of war is 
never far from human ears, let 
us remember President Eisen-
hower’s words this Veterans 
Day. May we all honor our vet-
erans this day, but also strive 
for a more peaceful world 
where Americans are sent into 
conflicts only when our na-
tion’s vital interests are truly 
at stake.

— This editorial originally 
appeared Nov. 11, 2014.

Editorial

Don’t waste our 
veterans’ sacrifices
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