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Summary of
Award

AAAL Awards serve to recognize and honor excellence in
the field of or related to Applied Linguistics. The AAAL
Awards Program is overseen by the AAAL Secretary.
The Dissertation Award began in 2016 to acknowledge a
dissertation that demonstrates research excellence,
transcends narrow disciplinary fields, and has broad
impact on and implications for the field of applied
linguistics as a whole. Dissertations must have been
completed during the previous two years.

General
Award
Committee
Policies

The Business Office will distribute the Conflict of Interest
policy to award committee chairs and members annually,
following submission of nominations. Chairs will include
in reports to the Executive Committee whether any
conflicts of interest were raised and how they were
attended to by the committee.
At the discretion of the award committee, the award may
or may not be presented during a given year. A reason
not to make an award would be an insufficient number of
nominations, or no nomination that meets the excellence
expected.
The President of AAAL shall notify and congratulate award
recipients and shall notify nominating parties.
The Chair of each award committee shall notify finalists
and/or those not selected. this excepts the Distinguished
Scholarship and Service and Outreach Awards. Nominees
who are not selected for these awards shall not be notified
of such due to the confidential nature of nominations.
All award winners will be announced immediately upon
notification on the web site and in the AAALetter
immediately preceding the Annual Conference.
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Dissertation Award Committee Purpose
The purpose of the Dissertation Award Committee is to acknowledge a
dissertation that demonstrates research excellence, transcends narrow
disciplinary fields, and has broad
impact on and implications for the field of applied linguistics as a whole.

Dissertation Award Committee
Membership
The committee is made up of seven members, three of whom are elected,
three of whom are appointed, and one of whom is one of the Members at
Large of the Executive Committee. The chair of the committee is appointed
by the Second Vice President prior to the general business meeting at the
annual conference from among the previous year's membership. The chair
is normally a committee member who has served on the committee for at
least one preceding year and may have been either elected or appointed.
Appointed members are appointed by the First Vice President in
consultation with the chair prior to the general business meeting at the
annual conference. Committee members should represent a broad range of
theoretical, methodological and epistemological orientations, and of
academic experience and rank. The appointments should take into
consideration the strengths of the elected members in order to
balance/extend the coverage of the committee as a whole.
Terms of the committee member shall be three years and shall be
staggered.
The committee shall report to the Executive Committee in advance of its
spring meeting regarding outcomes of the award cycle, as well as
recommendations for the following year’s cycle.
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The Award

The award is a non-cash award consisting of a certificate.
Finalists will be formally recognized by AAAL at the
annual conference meeting, in the conference program,
and on the AAAL website.
A list of previous finalists and winners will be made
available on the AAAL website.

Timeline

March: Call for nominations announced
June 1: Round one submission deadline
September 30: Committee completes round one review
and deliberation process
October 15: Notification of three finalists. Nominees will
need to submit their completed dissertation
October 21: Round two submission deadline for nominees
to submit their completed dissertations
January 1: Deadline for notification of the winning and
finalist nominees to be made. Deadline for submission of
winner and finalist information to the Business Office

Notification
Proceedures

Recipient shall be notified by the AAAL President.
Finalists shall be notified by the Chair of the Dissertation
Award Committee.
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Nominations
Procedures

Dissertations completed in the two years prior to the call are eligible for
nomination. All dissertations must be successfully defended by the nomination
deadline of June 1, annually.
The adjudication involves two steps, as outlined below.
STEP 1:

Initial submissions require the following materials:
A maximum 20-page, double-spaced summary of the dissertation, including
relevant tables, figures, and references. (References can be single-spaced.)
Please include your name and dissertation title at the top of the first page and
number your pages. Any additional pages will be disregarded. Please use
standard margins and fonts sizes.
Most recent CV
Department or program contact name, email, and phone number.
A confidential nomination letter from the dissertation supervisor (details
follow)
A confidential letter of support from another faculty member
Nomination and support letters are limited to 1350 words. Nomination letters
need to include the following information:
THE DISSERTATION

What contributions does the dissertation make to the field of applied
linguistics?
Describe the theoretical framing, methodological rigor, and findings of the
dissertation and their significance.
Comment on the innovation and originality of the dissertation.
Is the dissertation written in a clear and accessible manner for the breadth of
audiences within the field of applied linguistics and related fields?
THE NOMINEE

Describe the nominee’s past accomplishments and contributions to the field
of applied linguistics.
Please comment on the nominee’s current and (expected) future contributions
as well.
Applications are incomplete and ineligible if any of the material listed above is
not submitted.
To limit the number of submissions, only one nomination can be submitted per
department or program in a single year. Nominations and supporting documents
should be emailed to DissertationAward@aaal.org.
STEP 2:

Shortlisted nominees will be contacted in early November and will be asked to
submit an electronic copy of the complete dissertation for adjudication.
Note: Nominees for the award must be AAAL members at the time of both
nomination and award.

