FEBRUARY 2023
X Learning A-Z | NEWSLETTER

Foundations A-Z

Ways to Support Students /@

Writing about their Reading Updates
pp.2 &3 p. 4
CHECK OUT

Science in the News
p. 5

NEW WRITING A-Z!
writinga-z.com

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Ask a Learning A-Z Expert Engage parents/caregivers in learning how to
Join us on March 10th support and encourage reading at home with our

English and Spanish Webinars.

During this 1 hour live session, a Teachers: Share registration links for English or
Learning A-Z expert will be available to Spanish parent/caregiver webinars.
answer any questions about the
resources and features on Reading A-Z, Join Live Webinars facilitated by our Certified
Raz Plus and Raz Kids. Professional Learning Specialists.

Click here for a list of Learning A-Z's live
webinars including Ask an Expert.



https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/2790591713594265355
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/5513813736531896077
https://www.learninga-z.com/site/resources/professional-development/product-orientation?Product=-1&Type=5979&Level=-1&p=1&_ga=2.152975289.1678757705.1664824554-60546815.1664391908
https://www.learninga-z.com/site/resources/professional-development/product-orientation/ask-expert-live
https://www.learninga-z.com/site/resources/professional-development/product-orientation?Product=-1&Type=5979&Level=-1&p=1&_ga=2.152975289.1678757705.1664824554-60546815.1664391908
http://www.writinga-z.com/

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

WAYS TO SUPPORT STUDENTS WRITING ABOUT THEIR READING

Discussion Cards (available on Landing Page of Leveled Book)
 Support critical thinking, collaboration & discussion

« Support individual students, small group, and whole class

« Tagged to a specific targeted comprehension skill

« Support practice with constructed response questions

We're in Business L] i We're in Business el R
Why is Brian a good choice : How do the team leaders
to be the group’s 1 act like officers of
finance guy? ' a real corporation?
Readinga-z S — J E Philngaz L ]
We're in Business it i We're in Business Levet 1 )
Is the book realistic fiction : Why does the team at
or fantasy? . first have a difficult time
How do you know? : picking a project?
I T A T T
We're in Business i b E We're in Business Levei 1 )
Does the author want to : How can including
inspire students to start ] everyone in the decision
a business? ' making help make a
How do you know? : project a success?
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Writer's Response (located in Writing, Vocabulary, & Word Work)
« Encourages students to reflect on deeper meaning of each book
« Supports writing that applies, synthesizes or evaluates a book's understanding

meng a—'?-'? LEVEL @

Writer Response We're in Business

In this book, the students worked together to learn and
use business practices to run a successful project that
had positive effects on the school. How do groups
make decisions, and how do these decisions affect
group members?

For more information on process writing:
CHECK OUT THE

AL
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NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

WAYS TO SUPPORT STUDENTS WRITING ABOUT THEIR READING
LOCATED IN FOCUSED INSTRUCTION DRAWER

Graphic Organizers

« Enhance reading comprehension by categorizing information showing
relationships among important concepts

« Support vocabulary instruction

+ Scaffold student learning

g,
Reﬂdlng A-Z INTERMEDIATE
Graphic Organizer Plot Map
Name
Instructions: Wiite information about the beginning, the events, the cimax, and the resolution of the book in the correct spaces on the plot map.
Book Title:

Climax
Event
Heent Resolution
Beginning

PO pr—— SR

Close Read Passages (Close Read Questions and Question Guide)
+ Scaffold open-ended questions with targeted purpose to guide students in
finding layers of meaning in a text

Hew You Can qog || **
Make a ﬁg;: -------- B :
Scheel gémrd e | T '

Gardening is a fun
activity—and it's good for
you, too! It can also teach you =
about science and nature.

2. What do all plants need to survive?

3. Before planting seeds, what should gardeners do to prepare the soil?

One good way to learn
how to garden is to starta . ieri; i, New Haven, Connectia, . Why mig uded illustrations of gardening
school garden. plant lettuce in a school garden, supplies rathe 15 the items?
a

Follow these steps.
© Find teachers who want to help you start a garden. RS riman s o e LW PRmeg it

© Find or buy the things you will need in order to make ¢ Il ~"" """ =T rrorrrossssosssemsnssns s n s e
a gardeﬂ at your school:

I | § = at are n ens?
svade -mm @ e A
"1 sm"g 8 3 7 ls it important for gardeners to follow the steps in the order listed?
o Why or why not?

wateringcan e T
stakes

wheelbarrow  scissors i J | =
“5‘3\ Lyl
hoe  shovel  seeds

For more information on process writing:
CHECK OUT THE
NEW WRITING A-Z! R
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NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

Foundations A-Z

UPDATES

You can now understand where the resource lesson originates and what skill is specifically

taught without having to open the card.

Lesson Plan Resource Cards now have more detail to distinguish the lesson including grade

unit, module it comes from as well as description.

&

I'L\_ J 3

GRADE2 UIM2

\ : J =

CRADE2 U3IM2

CRADEZ2 UIM2

CRADE 2 U3 M2 GRADEZ UIM2

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5

Review Consenant Doubling, Intreduce the Contractions Review Contractions Review Contractions hell, Review: Contractions;

Drop Silent ¢ Change yto cowldn’t, shouldn't, and won't shouldn't, couldn't, won't, she'll we'll, and theyl Spelling Changes Before

Rules he'll, she'll, we'll, and they'l Endings: Double the
Consonant, Drop the Silent .

Lesson Plans | Base Lesson Plans | Stretch

Lesson Plans | Base esson Plans | Base Lesson Flans | Base

COLLECTIONS RESOURCES

Decodable Books

» Grades K-2
Application of necessary foundational skills in variety of genres

Leader for a Day

How Space Helps Us

Games Around the

Extreme Weather Came Time
World

Decodable Passage Books

* Grades 3-5
Additional phonetic element practice with story lines & characters suitable for Gr. 3-5

The Case is Solved!

The Big Skate Race The Big State Race The Bone in the Cave

FEBRUARY 2023



Science A-Z

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

SCIENCE IN THE NEWS

Science A-Z's Science in the News series builds on student engagement with a
February issue containing articles such as:

[ ]
[ ]
[
[ ]
SCIENCE in the NEWS +» _

Crab Eyes Inspire
New Kind of Camera

‘Where would you logk to find an
Hﬁ'ﬂrimwnﬂwhlﬂ
place. The eyes of a fiddler crab!
Afiddler crab’s eyes work well both on land and in
water. Fiddler crabs can also see in nearly all directions.

The scientists created a small camera that works like

can look in almost any direction. It works
whether wet or dry.

Currently, the camera takes small, low-quality pictures.

These cameras don't work well in the rain. In time, the.
new camera may help them navigate—rain of shine. ¢

‘5'. R
Movement Breaks Help Brain and Body
a; Like most students, you ps Iy Meanwhil that

decisions. Those decisions aren't always the
best ones.

things may affect your mind and body.

Doctors suggest that everyone exercise for at least 30
minutes each day. However, a study in Finland showed
that one daily workout may nat be enough. It found that breaks may help imprave your life. They can help
people are healthier f they take breaks to move all ‘you rest your mind sad exercise your body at the

‘Wt can we leam from these studies? Movement

theough the day. same time! &

Crab Eyes Inspire New Kind of Camera
Movement Breaks Help Brain and Body
Quiet Animals Surprise with Sounds

Blowhole Energy: The Wave of the Future?

SCIENCE in the NEWS ==

Did you ever hear a turtie make

a sound? Scientists in Switzertand
i, They recorded sounds from more than fifty kinds
of animals ance thought to be silent.

The scientists mostly studied turtles. They found that sea
‘irtles make sounds before hatching. The saunds help all
the turtles hatch at the same time. As a result, each turtle
is less likely 1o become a predator's meal.

The scientists also studied other types of animals. Some
of the animals made sounds when they fought. Others
‘made saunds whike taking care of young of looking for
& mate. Tuataras (t00-uh-TAR-uhs) ate repties. They use
sound to keep other animals away.

The study found that all sound-making vertebrates

are relatives. They are part af a family tree that started

‘around 400 million years ago. That's much earlier than
Jentists thought! 4

he Wave

of the Future?

A company known as '

Wave Swell Energy uses
a new device to tap into the power of ocean
waves. Its called the UnTWave. It works ke
a blowhole—but not the kind on a whalel

Blowholes are natural tunnels in rack. One
end of the tunnel opens into the acean. The
other is abave water. Waves push into these
tunnels, forcing air and water through to the
other side.

After each wame.
Bows out, the o
closes and the turbine.
produces electiicity.

The: UniWave is similar, but it has a part that
closes after each wave. As the wave flows
out, the UniWave pulls air in. The air spins
a machine that produces electricity.

Why wave energy? Waves, unlike sunlight
and wind, never stop. Also, the Unitave is
cheap to build and use. By 2030, it may be
the cheapest source of renewable energy in
the world. &

any people around the world use
ili peppers to add a spicy kick to
people have been growing chill
Hs of years. However, early chili
oniy in the Americas. They didn’t
d the world until the late 1400s.
ppean colonists tock some

ical

ere eat chili peppers.
. Others add them to

uces with them. A
ers gives them their spicy
gue's AErVEs ino sensing heat in
is a sometimes painful feefing. For
can’t seem to get enough of it.

"

Us (Scoville Heat Units) measure
peris. Some peppers, such as bell
at all. They have an SHU rating of
pites hane SHUS ever one millien!

onily animals that like this spice.
void spicy peppers or can't feel
bst mammals can feel the zing of a
Il of them choose to avoid it. Birds
Pt peppers at all.

per Heat Scale 8
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Spice and Health

Chili peppers aren't just tasty, They
benefits. The chemical found in pepy
in muscles and joints. It can also b
High blood pressure is bad for the
to harmful health conditions. Spicy
b able to kill some of the germs th
For those who love spicy foods, it's



https://www.sciencea-z.com/main/resourcetype/type/science-in-the-news

