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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
Ask a Learning A-Z Expert Engage parents/caregivers in learning how to

support and encourage reading at home with our

Join us on April 14th or May Sth English and Spanish Webinars.

During this 1 hour live session, a Teachers: Share registration links for English or
Learning A-Z expert will be available to Spanish parent/caregiver webinars.
answer any questions about the
resources and features on Reading A-Z, Join Live Webinars facilitated by our Certified
Raz Plus and Raz Kids. Professional Learning Specialists.

Click here for a list of Learning A-Z's live
webinars including Ask an Expert.



https://www.learninga-z.com/site/resources/professional-development/product-orientation?Product=5324&Type=5979
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NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

WAYS TO SUPPORT BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE & VOCABULARY

Text Sets
e Concepts increase in complexity as students read through text
e Organized around a specific topic
e Scaffolded approach to build background knowledge and vocabulary that
supports ability to read grade-level texts successfully

Grade 3 Grade 4 Crade 5

Common Resources for all Text Sets

Overview .5 |:_n_| Key Content Word Journal

Response Sheet

Conservation

Mount Everest

Adaptations

The Underground
Railroad

High/Low Text Sets
e Support struggling readers---students with high interest who need texts at
low readability
e Organized around a specific science or social studies topic
e Build vocabulary and background knowledge that supports understanding
of concepts

Grades 3-4 Crades5-6 Grades 7-8

Interest Level: Grades 3-4 | Readability Level: Grades 1-2

Ellis Island Forces and Motion in

Animal Adaptations

Economics: Supply

in the Arctic

and Demand

Sports
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NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

ADD-ON: RAZ-PLUS ESPANOL

NOTE: Students with access to the Espafiol add-on will find all their Spanish
resources in the Lectura en espafiol planet - including Raz-Plus Spanish
translated books and resources.

e The Raz-Plus Espafiol add-on now features assignable Text Sets (or “Conjuntos de
textos”) for grades 3-5. Text sets provide opportunities for teachers to
differentiate instruction based on students' reading levels and interests.

Grado 3 Grado 4 Grado 5

Recursos comunes para todos los Conjuntos de textos

Generalidades 1] - Hoja de respuestas [ | Diario de palabras O
sobre el contenido

Reciclaje Animales en peligro Seguridad en climas Animales de
de extincién extremos refugios

clave

e Raz-Plus Espaiiol add-on will now offer a variety of printable game sheets (or
“Juegos”) for grades K-5.

CONCENTRAGIGH DE HOMGRONOS
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Grados K-1 Grados 2-3 Grados 4-5
Cazavocales Comparar y contrastar Claves de idea principal B
Concentracién de B Concentracién de [ Comparar vs. contrastar [
causa y efecto homéfoneos = =
L ~ —— Identificar las clasesde [
iEmparejamiento de 5 ¢Cual es mi idea? B palabras
Idea principal! = = s
princip BE Juego de memoria para Metafora y simil B
Emparejamiento de IS sinénimos -
letras del alfabeto . = Ordenadores de B
_ iOrdénalos! B secuencias
Formar palabras B = =
BE Palabrascon prendas B El poder del plural B
ilguales! ;lguales? J- — —
ilg &lg = Pesca de verbos Ricas rimas B
Ir a pescar: Rimas 3 . :
p o Reaccién en cadena B Unacosallevaalaotra [
Ir a pescar: Silabas B
iniciales
Juego de silabas
Loteria del alfabeto B
Loteria de palabras [
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https://www.raz-plus.com/espanol/games/
https://www.raz-plus.com/espanol/text-sets/
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Science A-Z

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

SCIENCE IN THE NEWS

Science A-Z's Science in the News series builds on student engagement with an
April issue containing articles such as:

e Glass Frogs Vanish at Night

e The Secret to Roman Concrete
e Visit a Geothermal Bakery

e Bumblebees Play Ball

o What Is a Water Battery?

Frogs Hide Red Blood Cells to Disa

The glass frog's name co

nearly see-through skin,
stay safe from predators. However, there’s ol
predators can still see the frog's blood.

To stay hidden, the glass frog has a special t
hides most of its red blood cells. Then the fra
see! Not long ago, scientists discovered that
red blood cells in its liver.

Blood normally clots, or forms clumps to stop
However, the blood in the glass frog’s liver dd
Learning why could someday help people wi
problems.

Scientists think glass frogs may hold clues alf
In the daytime, blood in the glass frog's organs and blood people whose blood clots more or less than

vessels can be seen through its skin.

What Is a Water Battery?
(AT oo

they have theic problems. The Sun does not
abways shine, and the wind does not atwarys
blow. When they do, anaiher concern comes
p. On.a sunny or windy day, povier plants may
P Peoghe can'tuse it
all, 5o soma of it s wasted. San Diego County
in Calfornia hapes 1o solve these problems.
‘They plan to build & “waker battery.”

|

How It Works

Water atteries store energy that people can use
later. Otherwise, they are very different from the
batteries we use at home. Water batteries are.

i Near a lake In keland,
(®]  pile of sand may hide

the lake. Some locals also use the heatto )
maske rye bread, Bakers bury the bread dough
about one foat underground. They leave it 1o

atasty secret: freshly baked bread! In lceland,
E

he ground and water. The water forms hot
springs such as tho ones that foed Lake
Laugarvain (LEUR-guh-vah-tun).

Heat from underground s called geathermal
‘energy. People use this energy to make
electicity for homes and businesses near

bake in the nearby hot springs.

The rye bread bakes for twenty four howrs ot
0 low heat, The bread has a texture ke cak:
and is slightly sweet, Locals enioy this bread
topped with butter and smoked fish. How
woukd you like 1o try bread baked in Earth's

o You may have heard the phrase “busy
= as.a bee,” but i seems that even bees

Bumblebees Play Ball

mate up of two lakes. The Lakes may be natural
or made by peagle. One is highes than the other.
On sunmy or windy days, a pump powered by
solar ar wind energy mowes water from the
Tower 10 the upper lake. When extra power is
needed, workers let some water oal. A it flows
down, it spins a maching, The result is electricity.
Water batteries can power thousands of homes
atnight!

A New Purpose

Wiater batterics aren't new, The United States

b fifty of them. People built them years ago to
store nucleas energy. They are no longer needed
for that purpose. Companies now use theen to
store solar and wind energy.

water Power

Mare and mare cities and fwns are wsing solar

‘This warer batiary in Germany begen oparating in W9 It can sueply.

pewer ba more then 150,000 homes.

How a Water Battery Works

goof off scmetimes. Mow, a team of sclentists In London,
England, has discovered that bumiblebees play. Scietists
had not seen such behaior in an insect before,

‘The team made  path that lod 1o a sweet treat. They put
tiny woaden bl along the sides of the path. The boes
<ould ignare these toys and go right to the treat. Even so,
every bee stopped to play with a ball t least once.

‘Scientists aren't sure wiy bumblabacs play. It may help

B “ﬂ'&
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them portant skill, such as how
petals around. Bumiblebees may also play for a much
simplor reason. I’ funt +

balls around. Even 3o, they did it many times.

and wind energy. Water batteries help make sure
people have enough power ai all times. They
wodk even t night and o caim days. They give
people o place 1 store axtra enargy. Alia, most
don't harm rivers and streams. They rewse waer
without lettieg it out of the lakes.

San Diego's waler baliery will lake years o
build. A lot of money and time are needed to
rake it happen. People also plan to build water
batteries in other places, Once finished, the now

be a big step ing solar
. &

‘and wind energ)
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https://www.sciencea-z.com/main/resourcetype/type/science-in-the-news

..._,_—_\, NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

Writing A-Z

NEW WRITING A-Z AT A GLANCE

NEW Writing A-Z
e Flexible curriculum of 80 lessons across six grade levels

o Explicit, easy-to-use lesson plans that teach genre and the writing process
together

e Lessons follow gradual release model of instruction (I Do, We Do, You Do)
e Built-in flexibility with two implementation pathways

e Embedded, point-of-use professional development

e Engaging student experience with writing and grammar interactivities

e Allows students (Grades 2-5) to complete the writing process 100% digitally

Writing A-Z
=)

Hi Joanne Sterling!

Students Enrolled Assignmants Assigned In Basket ltems
MY ROSTER MY ASSIGNMENTS oy

Lesson Plans
UNIT 1z UNIT 2
INTRODUCTION TO WRITING OPINION W
Grammar Packs
My Assignments
Students Assignment Status Date
All - l INI - ] ‘LaqsnDays - l
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Dear Principal Westbraok,

| would i 1o share my the
pericd. In my opinkon, e inch paricd should be longer. There are o
ruasons why | hink this. Firsl, thare is more (o the kuinch paried than m
‘ating, For example, students must waltin ine, select their foad, wash t
hanids, and find a seat. Sinca thase things Lake tine, lmmlsom;mw
i their food. o pick up o N
students, | 5 many wha conlinie 10 83t 55 ey Walk loward Ihe Gabage

‘can. They throw away parfectly good food bacause they do not hava encugh
time Lo eat. Second, bealihy ods liks fils and vegetables Lake a long ine Pasek & Punceaatan Paeclc i)~ Dislogue Roh-shuple
1o eat. When the lunch period is short, siudents ohoose a quick, unhealhy
wwwwwwwwwwwww snack insinad of healihy foads that take langor to eat. Studants need

16 heip e e A5 you ean 88,

st 2.0 miars sabemees LR uperl B3 FeaKER CxABES, o
dotals, facrs, anscdotes.
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https://www.learninga-z.com/site/products/writinga-z/overview

