
 

 

Connect Class 10 
2019-2020 

Calusa Region 
Jessica Hays | President and CEO, Safe Place and Rape Crisis Center 
Ryan McKinnon | Reporter, Sarasota Herald-Tribune 
Jamie Smith | Director of Communications & Marketing, State College of Florida, 
Manatee – Sarasota 

East Central Region 

Nicholas Abrahams | Chief of Staff, Orlando Economic Partnership 
Laura Howe | Senior Managing Consultant, PFM Financial Advisors 
Rebecca Leininger | Director of Business & Resource Development, Embrace Families 

Gold Coast Region 
Ashley Boxer | Director of State Affairs, Maxim Healthcare Services 
Jerry Gutierrez | President, United National Closeout Stores 
Ellice Martinez | Broward College 
Dana Somerstein | Partner, Greenspoon Marder 
Erin Swick | Partner, Akerman 

Gulfstream Region 
Ryan Bernal | Controller, Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office 
Jamie Bond | Development Director, Place of Hope 
Jodie Eldridge | Manager of Environmental Services, NextEra Energy Resources 
Robyn Lawrence | Assistant Budget Director, Palm Beach County Board of County 
Commissioners 
Christine Shaw | Director of State Relations, Florida Atlantic University 
Jennifer Tewksbury | Executive Director, Economic Council of Okeechobee County 

Northeast Region 
Jessica Cummings | Executive Director, Community Health, Brooks Rehabilitation 
Kemal Gasper | Vice President of Business Development, 121 Financial Credit Union 
Chris Hagan | Partner, Gilmore Hagan Partners 
Phillip Lee | Chief of Staff, Office of CEO, Florida Blue 
Jessica Shepler | Director of Government Affairs, Marketing and Comm., Jacksonville 
Transportation Authority 
Shamika Wright | Director Community Outreach, JAX Chamber 
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Northwest Region 
Tiffany Baker | Museum Director, Florida Historic Capitol Museum 
Cody Farrill | Director of Legislative Affairs, Florida Department of Management Services 
Whitney Fike | Communications Manager, International Paper 
Will Hall | Of Counsel, Dean Mead 
Logan Lewkow | Associate Director, Moore 

Southeast Region 
Mike Cantens | Principal, Flagler Strategies 
Stephanie Cochran | Director, Marketing & Business Development, F. R. Aleman & 
Associates 
Jose Cueto | Assistant Director, Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department 
Breny Garcia | Associate Vice President, Institutional Relations, Florida International 
University 
Lucas Hernandez | Director of Civic Engagement, Miami, Microsoft 
Sam Hoare | Executive Director, Teach for America 
Veronica Meza | Shareholder, GrayRobinson 
Raul Moas | Director, Miami, John S. and James L. Knight Foundation 
Alfredo Reynoso | Principal, Hancock Askew & Co. 

Southwest Region 
Amanda Beights | Vice President, Leadership Collier Foundation, Greater Naples 
Chamber of Commerce 
Matt Price | CEO, Seagate Development Group 

West Central Region 
David Barnhill | Shareholder, Gunster 
Whitney Fox | Public Relations Manager, Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority 
Caz Hodge | Sr. Marketing Consultant, New York Life Insurance 
Randy Mora | Partner/Attorney, Trask Daigneault Law Firm 
Keith Simmons | Communications Manager, Florida Humanities Council 
Andrew Smith | Vice President, Goldman, Sachs & Co. 
Maj Vasigh | Attorney, Maj Vasigh 
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